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“To all that be in Rome, beloved of 
God, called to be saints’—or as it is in the 
original, “called saints.” Rom. 1. 7. 

Notice that in the previous verse they 
are “the called of Jesus Christ,” and in the 
words immediately following are “called 
saints.” Now there is a good deal of mis- 
conception with regard to the meaning of 
the word “saint,” and its cognate word 
“holiness.” It is here applied as the vo- 
cation of all believers; and it is, I take it, 


the present purpose of God in these gath-- 


erings to so deal with us and bless us as to 
make our vocation and our designation cor- 
respond. That is—our personal character 
approximate to our high calling in Christ 
Jesus. “Called of Jesus Christ,’ and 
~ “Called to be saints.” And since each of 
these words is of universal application and 
significance to believers, holiness in its true 
meaning is obligatory upon every one of us 
who has been redeemed. For every one 
who trusts in Christ’s atonement, and rests 
the weight of his soul for eternity upon 
that finished work, is bound to live in 
such a state of surrender and submission 
to God as is made possible to us by the 
grace and power of the ocutpoured Spirit. 
Holiness is not an optional addendum to 
our beliefs or to our present Christian ex- 
perience, but is the Divine imperative: “Be 
ye holy.” Holiness is not something which 
a man may “go in for,’ as a student goes 
in for a certain course of study at his own 
choice and option. If I am in Christ at all 
I am morally bound to recognize this fact, 
that the Blood which cleanses me also 
claims me, that the grace which pardoned 
is the grace which also purchased. And I 


*Notes from an address on Friday morning, 
August 9, 1907. 


cannot with any morality accept Christ’s 
gifts without submitting also to His gov- 
ernment. 

Now holiness is not an end in itself. It 
is but a means to an end in the purpose of 
God, and that end His service. Holiness 
is whole-ness, and whole-ness is usable- 
ness, to refer again to the word which 
I brought to you yesterday. Any holiness or 
any pursuit of holiness, which merely be- 
gins and ends with myself, in which I 
merely seek for an experience of ecstacy 
and joy and unbroken peace and the like, 
and which has no issue in sacrifice and 
service for the salvation and blessing of* 
others, is little more than refined selfishness, 
and has absolutely nothing in common with 
the holy life to which God calls His people 
in Christ Jesus when He calls them to be 
saints. (God works in us in order that He 
may work through us, and these two things 
can never be disassociated without loss in 
our experience. The constant inworking of 
the Spirit of God, re-forming, moulding, 
cleansing, illuminating, humbling or up- 
lifting, in a word, imparting the holiness of 
Christ, is all in order that through the con- 
trolled life He may flow out as through a 
channel in blessing to the world. 

Now while the theme of the Old Testa- 
ment is the holiness of God, one of the 
dominant themes of the New Testament is 
the holiness of the people of God, holiness 
which never can be original but derived, 
and which is conditioned, by simple con- 
ditions with which it is in the power of 
every redeemed sou! to comply. For Christ 
Himself .is our holiness in an unholy 
world, just as He is our righteousness, be- 
fore a holy God, and hence this call to us 
is for a more complete apprehension of His 
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sufficiency to meet both the demands of 
God and the expectations of the world. 
Now in what does practical holiness con- 
sist? Holiness is an entire separation from 
known sin and an entire separation unto the 
known will of God, which conditions a 
constant impartation to the soul of the life 
and power of Jesus Christ. A separation 
from sin—that is negative; a separation 
unto God—that is positive; and a resultant 
impartation of the Divine life—which is 
adequate power to do His will, to walk 
according to His precepts, and to spend 
and be spent in His service. Do not mis- 
take the meaning of that word impartation. 
We long used and loved the word imputa- 
tion, but perhaps some of us have used it 
too exclusively. For imputation in the pur- 
pose of God is but the foundation of im- 
partation. Christ died for us in order that 
He might live in us, and while not for a 
moment do we leave the sure standing 
ground of the imputed righteousness of 
Jesus Christ, let us remember that this 
should be but the foundation in our experi- 
ence for the imparted life of Jesus Christ, 
whereby alone we may live according to the 
ideals of standards of the New Testament, 
where every precept pre-supposes Divine 
power for its fulfilment. 

Now such holiness. is in its very nature 
triumphant, for those who were “called to 
be saints” were also called to live in Rome, 
the seat alike of heathen worships and li- 
centious living. Moreover their ancestry 
could not predispose them to holiness but 
rather on the contrary. But grace is tri- 
umphant over both heredity and environ- 
ment, which are the two great foes which 
every one has to encounter; heredity, that 
which I am because of who I am, and en- 
vironment, that which I have to face be- 
cause of where I am. Indeed if we have 
not a gospel which is stronger than a com- 
bination of these forces, we have not any 
gospel at all. What a man is within, and 
what he has to withstand without are the 
chief difficulties of life, and if the gospel 
of Jesus Christ has not something  tri- 
umphant to offer in respect of these things, 
then it is no gospel at all. The gospel is 
only believable in the degree in which it is 
liveable. ' 

There is an insect known to zodlogy as 
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the water spider, which lives at the bot- 
tom of muddy pools and has the peculiar 
power of ascending to the surface of the 
pool and surrounding itself with a tiny 
crystal globule of air. Thus enveloped it 
descends to the sludge and ooze at the bot- 
tom of the pool and remains there until the 
air is exhausted, when it rises again to the ~ 
surface and the process is repeated. That 
is Nature’s parable. Is it possible to be a 
saint in “Rome”? Yes, blessed be God, it 
is, but only by the impartation of the Divine 
life and power of Jesus Christ, and the re- 
production of His character in us. 

There is a word of difference between 
a reproduction and a mere imitation, and 
many Christians have not got further 
than the ideal of Thomas 4 Kempis :—they 
are imitating Christ and they are making an 
awful failure of the work, for that which is 
born of the flesh is but. flesh! 

May I give you an illustration? If I go 
into the studio of an artist, I am filled 
with wonder and admiration at his work, 
and am fired with an ambitious desire to do 
something similar. He provides me with a 
canvas and brushes and paint, and I set to 
work to copy his picture, doing my very 
best, and bending all my energies and 
powers to the task. What is the result? 
Nothing but obvious failure, for my poor 
caricature is all out of drawing, and full of 
harsh crudities which outrage every canon 
of art. It is but an imitation, albeit the 
product of my very best efforts. But the 
artist can do very differently, for of course 
he can reproduce his original, just as many 
times as he wishes to do; and if he takes 
the canvas which I have spoiled, he can 


paint out my imitation and put upon it a . 


second picture just like the original. That 
is a reproduction. 

Now there are thousands of Christians 
who have never, never got beyond an imita- 
tion of Jesus Christ. They are doing their 
very best to live as Christ lived, to imitate 
Him and to follow in His steps. But God 
never intends we should. It is His inten- 
tion that the life of Jesus Christ should be 
reproduced in us, and He can reproduce 
Himself again and again just wherever He 
has a yielded life, just wherever the activi- 
ties of life are put into His hands without 
question and without any restraints of our 
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making. We live in Rome, but first of all 
we live in Christ and Christ lives in us, 
hence all things are possible. 

You ask me, Is it possible that a man 
who has been living a low-level life in 
which defeat has figured far more promi- 
nently than victory, is it possible that such 
an one may here and now enter into such a 
relationship to Jesus Christ as that hence- 
forth his life shall be truly designated by 
the word saint? My answer is “yes” and 
“no.” There is a definite act which opens the 
door to a life-long attitude. There is a 
crisis which must precede a process. It is 
possible to come into right relations with 
Christ to-day, but the subsequent process 
of being conformed to His will must go on 
day by day until we see Him in His un- 
veiled beauty. Here is a simple illustra- 
tion of my meaning :— 

In the taking of a photograph it is the work 
of but the hundredth-part of a second for 
the image to be imprinted upon the sensi- 
tized plate. And you say it is done,—the 
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photograph is taken. But we all know that 
there are many other processes to be carried 
through before that photograph is perfect. 
There is the dark room, and there are the 
acid baths, and there are the frequent wash- 
ings, all of which are necessary for the de- 
veloping of that which was imprinted in one 
moment. And similarly it is possible for 
each of us to be readjusted into right rela- 
tionships with our Lord here to-day, but 
henceforth the process shall be continued, 
it may be in the dark room; it may be in 
the providences of life which at the time of 
their experience are inexplicable to us and 
are like acid baths; but the whole process 
is in the hand of our Lord, and is directed 
towards making us holy, towards making us 
truly to be the saints of God. 

This is our high calling. Let us heed 
and respond to it, laying all at His feet, 
Who died for us and giving to Him the 
throne to-day, that He may live out in us 
His holy life, and make us His true wit- 
nesses to’ all men. 


Pia eeCOMmMPANY OF ST. PAUL 
MEDITATIONS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 
Revi jit.) owett, Maa. 


XXII. THE ART OF REJOICING. PHIL. Iv. 4. 

“Rejoice in the Lord alway.’—And this 
counsel is given by an old man who is now 
the prisoner of imperial Rome! It is not 
the enervating speech of the lotus land: it 
is a bracing exhortation ringing through 
the keen nipping air of difficulty and strife. 
Age is not frequently associated with such 
sunny exuberance of spirit. Its song jis 
apt to “crack,” its lights burn dim, its dis- 
position becomes despondent. Age is so 
prone to. become reminiscent, and memory 
is a fertile breeding ground of dark and 
tearful regrets. Age fondly dwells on “ra- 
diant morns’’ which have “passed away”’: it 
turns its eyes away from the east whence 
new mornings break. And so the psalm 
changes into a threnody, and minor tunes 
pervade the evening hymn. But here is an 
old man in whose vespers the minor note 
finds no place. Hard circumstances have 


not made him hard. Apparent failure has 


not soured him into a cynic. He retains 
his fine, appreciative sense of life’s essen- 
tial sweetness. He has not become moodily 
reminiscent of past glories and of vanished 
feasts. He feels the days before him. The 
pains of to-day are only the birthpangs of 
a better to-morrow. The immediate dif- 
ficulty is only a prickly burr which contains 
most toothsome fruit. Circumstances may 
impose restraints, they cannot create an 
orphanage. Rome may separate the apostle 
from his fellows, she is powerless to sep- 
arate him from his Lord. Imprisonment 
still provides a room for two, and by no 
earthly conspiracy can he be bereft of his 
great Companion. The Lord is with him! 
And so the prison is ablaze with light. Old 
age glows with sunny optimism. The psalm 
of adoration rises night and day. And the 
captive sends forth to his fellow believers 
the invigorating counsel to “rejoice in the 
Lord alway.” 

Now if this counsel proclaims an attain- 
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able ideal, it is very clear that Christian 
joy is a mood independent of our immedi- 
If it were dependent on 
out surroundings, then, indeed, it would be 


ate circumstances. 


as uncertain as an unprotected candle burn- 
One 
candle burns clear and steady, the next mo- 
ment the blaze leaps to the very edge of 
the wick, and affords little or no light. But 
Christian joy has no relationship to the 
transient setting of the life, and therefore 
it is not the victim of the passing day. At 
one time my conditions arrange themselves 
like a sunny day in June: a little later they 
rearrange themselves like a gloomy day in 
November. One day I am at a wedding: 
the next day I stand by an open grave. 
One day, in my ministry, I win ten converts 
for the Lord: and then, for a long stretch 
of days, I never win one! Yes, the days 
are as changeable as the weather, and yet 
the Christian joy can be persistent. Where 
lies the secret of its gracious persistency ? 

Here is the secret. “Lo! I am with you 
all the days.’ In all the changing days 
“He changeth not, neither is weary.” He 
is no fair-weather Companion, leaving me 
when the year grows dark and cold. He 
does not choose my days of prosperous fes- 
tival, and refuse to be found in my days 
of impoverishment and defeat. He does 
not show Himself only when I wear a gar- 
land, and hide Himself when I wear a 
crown of thorns. He is with me “all the 
days,’—the prosperous days, the days of 
adversity: days when the funeral bell is 
tolling, and days when the wedding peal 


ing in a gusty night. moment the 


is ringing. “All the days.” The day of 
life! The day of death! The day of 
judgment ! 


Here, I say, is the secret of perennial joy. 
The all-vital relationship is not between me 
and fickle circumstance, but between me and 
an unchanging Friend. If I draw my water 
from the wells of circumstances, my re- 
sources are exposed to the peril of drought 
and convulsions. If I draw from the wells 
of salvation, the rich and bountiful supply 
shall be found “springing up into eternal 
life.” “Therefore will not we fear, though 
the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be shaken in the heart of the 
Gey tye oe The Lord of hosts is with us!” 

Now the apostle Paul had become an ex- 
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pert in “the practice of the presence of 
God.” He had so exercised his spiritual 
senses that his discernment had become 
delicately sensitive and acute. He had at- 
tained to a fine “feeling” for God! Until 
now the Lord’s presence was as evident in 
the prison as in the temple, as evident when 
he stood before Festus and Agrippa as when 
he met with the little company of praying 
women by the river-side at Philippi. He 
“felt” his Lord everywhere, and therefore 
he could “rejoice in the Lord alway.” To 
realize the Lord is to “enter into the joy 
of the Lord,” and “the joy of the Lord” 
becomes our strength. 

In all his thinkings Paul’s first thought 
was ever the Lord. All his purposes began 
in the Lord, and in the Lord they ended. 
He did not call on the Lord just when 
things had gone amiss, when he had lost 
himself in trespassing over a forbidden 
moor. To the apostle, the Lord was his 
Alpha! He consulted Him at the begin- 
nings of things. He was also his Omega: 
in Him everything found its culmination. 
And there is no law in life more sure than 
this, that if the mind be thus centered and 
fixed upon the Lord, the Lord will be ever 
more and more clearly manifested, and the 
heart will be possessed by a quiet, sunny 
assurance which no _ circumstances can 
despoil, and which will remain bright and 


increasing “even unto the end of the 
world,” 
XXIV. THE GRACE OF FORBEARANCE.—PHIL. 


Tat, By 


“Let your forbearance be known unto ail 
nen.’ The grace of forbearance is a sure 
accompaniment of joy “in the Lord.” Yhe 
man whose spirit is clothed in sunny as- 
surance, and who rides triumphantly upon 
his circumstances, will never be harsh or 
morose toward his fellows. When spiritual 
joy is absent, life is apt to become painfully 
rigorous; its very sadness is prone to make 
life hard and insensitive. When the heart 
is cold, our behavior tends to be thought- 
less and obstinate. The spiritual pessimist 
is wanting in delicacy, and his touch is vio- 
lent. Spiritual joy endows the life with 
exquisiteness, and confers the power of ap- 
prehending the standpoint.of our brother. 
The man who rejoices “in the Lord” is 
spiritually telepathic, he can read the secret 


a 
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hearts of men. He is therefore distin- 
guished by the grace of forbearance. 

Now this grace of “forbearance” or gen- 
tleness is one greatly honored in the Chris- 
tian scriptures. But its significance has 
sometimes been grieviously misinterpreted. 
Its asseverations have frequently been sus- 
Picious, and lacking in a noble impressive- 
ness. Real gentleness is never the issue 
of weakness; it is ever the offspring of 
strength. Weakness can be very clumsy, 
and can therefore blunder into painful out- 
rage. A surgeon with a weak will, and 
a trembling hand, could never be gentle 
with his patient. He lacks the terrible re- 
sources which impart the exquisite touch. 
It is the surgeon with irresistible will, with 
iron nerves, who can hold his hand with 
such steady control as to touch a wound 
like softest thistledown. A weak hand 
would butcher the patient: a strong hand is 
the gentle minister of restoration. And so 
it is in the higher realms of character. 
Effeminate men do not make gentle knights. 
We need iron for the making of the finest 
blood. If the iron is absent from the 
character the sentiment is watery, and pa- 
thetically inefficient. And so it is well to 
remember that this same apostle, who 
counsels his disciples to be forbearing, also 
counsels them to “be strong.” If we are 
not strong, we may easily be brutal; if we 
are strong, it is easy to be exquisite. It is 
people with loose opinions who are fre- 
quently the most intolerant; the man with 
the finest conviction is usually the man of 
widest and most hospitable communion. 

Let me point out one or two character- 
istics of this most winsome grace. In the 
first place, forbearance, or gentleness, is 
reasonableness of dealing, a fine considera- 
tion for the claims of others, the spirit 
which does not urge its personal rights to 
the uttermost. It is frequently true that 
my highest right is not to claim my right. 
That is sometimes forgotten, and the 
noblest franchise of the soul remains unex- 
ercised. Our Lord Jesus, as we have seen 
in an earlier part of this letter to the 
Philippians, had a perfect right to be on 
an “equality with God”; but He “counted 
“it not a prize’ to be grasped at; He 
“emptied Himself,” and laid the right aside. 
And so it is with the lives of His true 


disciples. They often taste their sweetest 
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right in the surrender of their rights. They 
offer the “chief seats” to others, and find 
an excellent delight in a lower place. And 
this is one of the shining characteristics of 
the gentle life. It is strong enough to feel 
the rights of other people, and to prefer 
them to its own. It is always a sign of 
an impaired and perverted spirit that it 
magnifies its own rights to the obscuring 
and subjection of another’s. My own 
rights are shining with a clear and smoke- 
less radiance when they illumine and mag- 
nify the rights of my brother. 

And so, in the second place, it is very 
clear that forbearance includes the element 
of kindliness. It is possible for me to rec- 
ognize and respect the rights of my 
brother, and yet for my behavior to be un- 
attractive and unpleasant. A surrender 
may be brutal and sullen, and made to 
the accompaniment of growling, thundery 
murmur. I may yield the crown, and yet, 
by the very spirit of the yielding, I may 
convert it into a crown of thorns. And 
this is not the “forbearance” and gentleness 
of Jesus. In Christian forbearance there 
is no sultry gloom, no ominous grum- 
bling. The atmosphere is pure, and 
bright, and sweet, and the birds are sing- 
ing! The spirit is altogether kindly, for 
how can it be otherwise with a spirit that 
is rejoicing “in the Lord’? How can 
there be this hallowed joy in the heart, 
and a gloomy frown in the face? True 
gentleness must be kindly and sunny; it 
is “light in the Lord.” 

And now the apostle makes a very re- 
markable addition to his counsel. “The 
Lord is at hand.” Is it not the introduction 
of a jangling discord? We have heard his 
exhortations to joy and gentleness, but 
will not this intrusion of coming judg- 
ment plunge the merry heart into cold 
eclipse? Will it not be as when some 
stealthy terror appears upon the field of 
sight, and all the birds are hushed in fear- 
ful silence? Oh, no: that is one of the 
perversions of the years, but it was not the 
experience of the apostolic days. When 
the apostles thought of the Lord’s coming, 
and of “the day of the Lord,” their hearts 
rang out a merrier peal! It was not the 
gloom of eclipse, but ‘the daybreak, when 
all shadows should flee away! And so 
they thought of His coming, and their joy 
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was enriched. They thought of His com- 
ing, and their gentleness became still more 
refined. It gave courage to their hearts, 
and firmness to their steps, and out of 
that valorous strength there sprang all 
the softer graces of the consecrated life. 


XXV. THE CURE FOR CARE.—PHIL. IV. 6. 


“In nothing be anxious.” How exacting 
is the ideal! Harassing care is to play no 
part in the believer’s life. Worry is an 
alloy which always debases the fine metal 
of the Christian character. It mars and 
spoils it. And so the counsel is uncon- 
ditional, and covers every time and sphere 
in human life. Anxiety is to be banished 
from everything. It is not to be permitted 
the smallest foothold in the kingdom of 
our Lord. We are not to be anxious for 
money. 
for holiness! We are not to be anxious 
for comforts. No, and we are not to be 
anxious for converts! Just here is the 
secret of so many failures. We banish 
anxiety from our kitchens, but we keep it 
in our churches. We do not worry about 
our daily bread, but we worry about the 
bread of life. We are not harassed about 
our business, but we are harassed about 
our Christian service. - And so the dis- 
tinctive spirit is not completely and finally 
exiled. We allow it a single room, we do 
not refuse it the house. 

Now we are clearly taught in the Word 
of God that anxiety is ever a ruinous min- 


ister, even when it is employed in the 
highest service. I impair my power for 
winning converts whenever I become 


anxious about them. Anxiety never re- 
inforces my battalions, it always weakens 
them. And for this reason. The channels 
of communion with the Highest are opened 
to me through faith. Nay, it would per- 
haps be more accurate to say that faith it- 
self is the channel through which the 
forces of the Highest pour into my life. 
The greater the faith, the deeper the chan- 
nel: the deeper the channel, the vaster the 
flood. “According to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.” Now anxiety means the 
shrinkage of faith. The shrinkage of faith 
implies the narrowing of the heavenly chan- 
nels. The narrowing of the channels in- 
evitably results in thé impoverishment of 
the flood. Anxiety is an obstacle to the 


No, and we are not to be anxious © 
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heavenly, and therefore it can never pay. 
And this, I say, is true of the very highest 
types of service. A minister, who is 
anxious and worried about his ministry, is 
choking up the very channels of his power, 
and he is therefore multiplying the chances 
of ultimate defeat. I am perfectly sure 
that this great law is frequently and even 
commonly forgotten, with the consequence 
that the forces of the kingdom are more 
pitiably reduced. I am persuaded that if 
the spirit of harassing anxiety could be cast 


out of the Christian Church, we should be — 


amazed at the voluminous energies which 
would course through her services. “The 
river of God-is full of water!” Why, then, 
does it only trickle through our labors? 
It is because the channels are choked by 
great boulders of anxiety, and by ten thou- 
sand petty cares. 
ments, and the glorious, invigorating waters 
would fertilize all our work. 
But how is it to be done? The apostle 
gives us the answer, and in that answer 
we find the antidote to care. And here is 
the first secret:—“by prayer.’ The word 
which is here translated “prayer’’ refers 
not to the petitions but to the mood of the 
petitioner. It describes a frame of mind. 
The soul can be in a prayerful attitude 
even when it refrains from making re- 
quests. All real prayer begins, not in 
words, but in needs. The great mystics 
have ever been experts in the knowledge 
of this secret. They have disciplined their 
souls to a reverent and receptive pose, 
until at all times their souls have been 
frankly open to the Divine. They have 
bowed in silence before the Lord, reject- 
ing, in the first place, the clumsy expedi- 
ent of words, and they have quietly drawn 
in breath in the fear of the Lord. It is 
here that we find the explanation of Paul’s 
counsel to “pray without ceasing.” If es- 
sential prayer be a matter of words, the 
counsel is impossible, but if essential prayer 
be a spiritual posture, it is possible to 
obey the counsel throughout all the chang- 
ing hours and moments of the vears. Hap- 
pily, we can school ourselves to this “ex- 


posure.” The Lord has made it graciously 
possible for us to acquire a prayerful 
spirit. And it is in this fundamental, 


speechless, prayerfulness that the apostle 
finds the first defence against carking care. 


Only remove the impedi- 
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to sing a psalm of praise. Some anxieties 
can resist everything except thanksgiving! 
When that begins, they melt away like ice- 
bergs in tropical seas. The life that is un- 
grateful is very cold, and icebergs thrive! 
Let us raise the temperature, and we shall 
be amazed at the issues. A really thank- 
ful heart is so crowded with the sense of 
God’s mercies that it can offer no hos- 
pitality to worry and care. 


XXVI. THE SENTINEL OF GOD'S PEACE.— 
PHIL. Iv. 7. 


“The peace of God!’ This is to be the 
rare fruit resulting from the culture de- 
scribed in our previous meditation. This 
is to be the gift of blessedness enjoyed by 
those who walk the paths of piety. If we 
live in the mood of prayer, if it be our 
constant frame of mind, if, instead of wor- 
rying about our needs, we habitually pre- 
sent them to the Lord in truthful suppli- 
cation, and if, in all our communion there 
sounds the gladsome note of thankful praise, 
we shall most assuredly be kept and sus- 
tained in “the peace of God.” 

Now, “peace” is a word which is most 
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But the spirit of prayer will not disperse 
the ministry of definite speech. The un- 
broken mood will express itself in hum- 
ble request. “By supplication.” The in- 
timacy of silence breaks into the intimacy 
of speech. Instead of worrying about 
things, quietly talk them over in the se- 
cret place. “Take it to the Lord in 
prayer.” And let us see to it that no well- 
dressed untelief be allowed to limit the 
circle of our holy intercourse. “In every- 
thing .... by supplication.” Such is the 
amazing range of our privilege in the Lord. 
In whatever sphere of life the problem pre- 
sents itself, let us not address ourselves to 
its solution in anxious and lonely appli- 
cation. Let us quietly bring it into the 
holy place, and set it in the light of God’s 
countenarce. Yes, let the sacred light fall 
on it! Let us patiently await the revela- 
tion: of the Lord. 

“With thanksgiving.’ Paul would never 
omit that element from his receipt when 
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grievously misunderstood. The very anzlo- 
gies and symbols which are used to give 
expression to its meaning, show how pro- 
found is the perversion. We go into some 
chamber of the dead, where the hands of a 
loved one are folded in the last sleep, and 
we involuntarily whisper, “How peaceful!” 
Or we withdraw from the rush and noise 
of a great city, and find some secluded nook 
in the mountain, and there, by some lonely 
tarn whose still surface reflects the stately 
passage of the clouds, or the swift transit 
of a homing bird, we are again constrained 
to say, “How pcaceful!” But these are 
not fitting emblems to express the essen- 
tial significance of peace. Peace is not 
the stillness of death, nor is it found in 
the silent stagnancy of a mountain tarn. 
Peace is life, it is motion, it is movements 
without friction. We may find its fitting 
symbol in some great engine house, when 
the monster is at work, and every part 
cooperates with every other part in smooth 
and perfect communion. Peace is not found 
when every instrument in the orchestra is 
silent, but when every instrument is making 
its own contribution, and the result is rich 
and perfect harmony.. Peace is found in 
the absence of discord, peace is found when 
every bit -of grit is removed from the 
wheels, when one force works with another 
force in sweet and unbroken fellowship. 

It is, therefore, very suggestive that the 
root of the word, which in the New Testa- 
ment is translated “peace,” has the sig- 
nificance of “to join.” A “joining” has 
taken place, and what is it but an adjust- 
ment between the soul and God? Man 
and his Lord are fitted together, and be- 
come one, and this communion is the inner- 
most secret of peace. There is no jar in 
the relationship. There is no reluctance 
in the intercourse. Will works in will 
with gracious and delightful freedom. 
That is peace——God in man, and man in 
God, the soul living and moving, and hav- 
ing its being in the Lord. 

This is “the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding!” There is some di- 
vergence in the interpretation of these 
words, and yet, perhaps all the combined 
interpretations are needed for a full expo- 
sition of their wealth. “Passeth all under- 
standing!” It is a peace which transcends 
all power of conception. It is unthinkable. 
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Tt can no more be realized by the uninitiated 
than a perfume could be realized by one 
who is destitute of the sense of smell. The 
only channel of realization is the channel 
of actual experience. To those who have 
not known “the peace of God,” it cannot 
be even the subject of a dream. It “pass- 
eth all understanding.” It is infinitely to 
be preferred to mere knowledge. Knowledge 
is good. Wisdom is better. But peace is 
best. Peace gives a higher and a deeper 
satisfaction than all the devices and ac- 
quisitions of the intellect. It “passeth all 
understanding.” Trustful fellowship with 
the Lord is infinitely more fruitful than 
anxious counsels, than restless timidities, 
than the constant worryings of the sleep- 
less mind. The “peace of God” is easily 
first, surpassing all the gathered treasures 
of mental acquisition.. 

And this “peace of God” shall “guard 
your hearts and your thoughts.” It is the 
figure of a seige. The life is surrounded 
by subtle foes, seeking to gain an entrance 
into the treasured pile. Temptations, fears, 
alarms,—all are at the gates, slyly waiting 
for admission. But within, “peace” stands 
as sleepless sentinel and guard, and life 
is secure. It is a very gracious picture. 
Our very peace is our defence. And of 
course it. is. When there is peace within, 
when there is perfect harmony between the 


soul and the Lord, there is no discordant — 


element, there is no internecine strife, and 
the little kingdom of man presents to the 
foe an unbroken and invulnerable front. 
Oneness with God is a unity 

And mark where the vigilant guardian- 
ship is to be concentrated. “Your hearts 
and your thoughts.’’ The heart is the seat 
of thought, in which all our thoughts and 
purposes are born. “Hearts and thoughts” 
represent both the soil and the flowers 
which spring from the soil. They are both 
to be at their best when “the peace of God” 
dwells in the life. 
from every foe, defended from every nox- 
ious and poisonous pest. When we are “at 
peace,” the heart-soil will be kept sweet, 
and the thought-flowers will be kept beau- 
tiful. When these innermost. things are 
guarded, no plague comes nigh our dwell- 
ing. 

And here is the secret of the sure de- 
fence. They are to be guarded “in Christ 


invincible. — 


They are to be guarded | 
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Jesus.’ It is the apostle’s familiar phrase. 
Hearts and thoughts are to be defended by 
their intimate communion with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is an alliance of the finite 
and the infinite, and the alliance is consti- 
tuted of the trustful and lowly reliance of 
man. To quietly rely on the Lord is to ob- 
tain an ally against which the subtle and 
mighty hordes of wickedness cast them- 
selves in vain. When we have “the peace 
of God” we are proof against “the world, 
the flesh and the devil.” © 


THE VOICE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CONCERN- 
ING THE PERSON OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. 


Rev. John A. Hutton, M. A. 


1b. 


In our last lecture on the Person of our 
Lord we passed under review some points 
in the testimony of the apostles. We saw 
that they, unanimously and as a matter of 
course, used language concerning Christ, 
such as they (who were Hebrews) knew 
was suitable only in regard to the Divine 

Being. They prayed to Him and in His 
name. In the formula for baptism, they 
adored Him with God the Father and the 
Holy Ghost. In asking all men, nay, in 
pleading with all men to adopt their be- 
lief the apostles must have been aware of 
the immense responsibility which they were 
assuming. They themselves held that it 
was no light matter,—what a man believed 
concerning God; and they must have known 
that it would be no light matter for them- 
selves if they had taught men to believe a 
blasphemy concerning God. The awful al- 
ternatives which S. Paul held before his 
own eyes with regard to the resurrection, 
hung by the same necessity on the ques- 
tion of the true nature of Jesus Christ: 
“Tf Christ be not risen, then is our preach- 
ing vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, 
and we are found false witnesses of God, 
because we have testified of God that He 
raised up Christ whom He raised not up, 
if so be that the dead rise not. For if the 
dead rise not, then is not Christ riser. And 
if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain, 


ye are yet in your sins. Then they also 


which are fallen asleep in Christ are per- 


ished. (There you have the sudden sense 


of his responsibility for those who through 
his word have believed.) If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men most miserable.” 

But the burden of all that we said in 
our previous lecture was that the apostles 
believed in Jesus Christ as a Divine Being 
hardly to be separated from God in thought, 
not to be separated at all in prayer and 
adoration,—in consequence of evidence, in 
consequence of facts to them so command- 
ing, so overwhelming, that they simply 
could not withstand the facts or turn the 
edge and challenge of the evidence. Ne- 
cessity was laid upon them to preach the 
Gospel of Christ. We proceed then this 
morning to ask—what was this evidence 
which they could not gainsay? 

Before we proceed, however, it might 
be a good thing to raise here a more gen- 
eral question and to inquire whether ex- 
ternal evidence, the evidence of facts and 
events, can of itself produce the attitude 
of assent and love in any one who has 
merely witnessed them,—I mean without a 
certain previous preparation and instruction 
ot-the heart. When we put the same ques-: 
tion in another form, we see at once 
what the answer must be. If it «be 
asked, will everyone be convinced of the 
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Divine rank of Jesus Christ, who has had 
the evidence laid before him, we must re- 
ply, “every one will mot be convinced.” And 
we have only to come a little more closely 
to the whole matter, hovering for a mo- 
ment on the margin of the abyss of “sub- 
ject and object,’ to understand that this 
necessity for something more than mere 
external evidence is a necessity of thought, 
which operates in every region of knowl- 
edge. We have the proverb that “seeing is 
believing,” and it is a very common re- 
mark that a man’s view depends upon and 
is determined by his point of view. 

Before any fact or body of facts can have 
such weight with us that we shall yield to 
their holiest or most beautiful significance, 
before indeed they can have any value as 
evidence, we must have sympathy with 
them; we must be conscious of that within 
ourselves, an appetite, a hunger, a dream, 
of which the facts supply a possible satis- 
faction or defence. The truth about a fact 
or about a body of facts is always per- 
sonal; it is always revealed in me. My 
soul summons the very truth out of the 
heart of the facts. It is something already 
within me which lights up the facts, or 
it is something within me which makes 
them dark and secular. Knowledge is 
appreciation. If this be true of our knowl- 
edge of another life, it is more strictly 
true of any true knowledge of the Ex- 
alted Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A bad man cannot really understand a 
good man: as Satan for all his cleverness 
did not really understand Job, because he 
did not understand the ways of a good 
man. It is the pure in heart who see God. 
The true knowledge of a person is com- 
munion of spirit with him, and so the 
apostle moved right up to the end of the 
whole matter’ when he wrote, “No man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the 
Holy Ghost.” 

Therefore, any attempt to see the glory 
of Christ and to feel His power must be- 
gin in the suppliant attitude, in prayer. For 
Christ is not our equal upon any hypothe- 
sis, upon any serious interpretation of Him. 
He is our Saviour who must be trusted be- 
fore He can be known and ‘loved. We 
know that many people saw Jesus live who 
did not confess His Divinity or His Lord- 
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ship over their souls. Many admitted.His 
miraculous powers and His moral authority 
in certain moments, who did not feel com- 
pelled to let go their last reluctance and 
throw in their lot with Him for life and 
death. And what happened at the first 
happens now. We must go to the Gospel- 
story seeking for ourselves light and par- 
don and strength from God, before we 
shall see such graces in the face of Jesus 
Christ. We must turn to Christ in some 
lonely hour when some crisis has delivered 


us from the hard crust of our ordinary 


thoughts, and has shown us in a flash our 
own forlorn and insecure position; we 
must go to Christ in the hour when for 
some reason our heart and flesh are crying 
out,—before we are in a position to say, 
what in the matter of Deity Christ is, and 
whether there is anything in the matter of 
Deity that He is not. For the divinity of 
Jesus Christ was a discovery of the soul 
before it became a doctrine of the Church: 
and that is still the sound and beautiful 
order. 

We know how as a matter of history, 
the Holy Spirit fell upon the disciples and 
those who had companied with Jesus before 
they were persuaded that He Who had 
been with them and gone away was none 
other than the Son of God. When the 
presence and power of God was upon them, 
they knew it was still the presence and 
power of Christ. In that very hour, when 
for the first time they knew God personally, 


they knew that Christ was in the bosom of. 


God. It was not until Pentecost that the 


followers of Jesus saw the halo round the 


head where but lately the thorns had been. 
My friends, we too must be under the 
Spirit of God, conscious of the mystery of 
God, conscious of a burden, or a grief or 
a shame,—of something that shakes us to 
our center—we must feel God near and 
personal to ourselves with nothing between 
Him and our souls, otherwise we have not 
yet had the spiritual discipline which -alone 
gives a man the seeing eye for the glory of 
Jesus Christ. 


But although it was the illumination of 


Pentecost which persuaded the disciples 
of the glory and godhead of Christ, they 
could recall His earthly life and find now 
reason upon reason for their new faith. 
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Their belief had its basis in facts and in a 
Justory. The Spirit, as indeed Jesus had 
promised, testified of Him and called to 
their remembrance His words and deeds. 
And so is it for ourselves ;—though nothing 
but spiritual sympathy will lead anyone to 
see the divinity of our Lord, yet His 
earthly life and His own consciousness dis- 
close things which can only mean that 
Jesus is not to be ranked as in His nature a 
mere son of mortal man. We have evi- 
dence, though only God can persuade any 
one, and although one may never be per- 
suaded until under the power of some pro- 
found distress, or tenderness of heart, he 
‘cries unto Christ as unto God, and finds 
in the peace of the answer the proof of 
his wisdom, the corroboration of his faith. 
In short, we can give reasons: only God 
can give to men an understanding. 

We say then there is evidence. 

S. Paul speaking before Festus said of 
the life of Jesus, “The King knoweth these 
things before whom also I speak freely; 


for I am persuaded that none of these 
things are hidden from him: for this thing 
was not done in a corner.’ ‘That is to say, 
there were circumstances about the life of 
Jesus, which no one,—not even an enemy— 
could gainsay. It would lead us further 
than I have time to go, to consider with 
thoroughness the evidence as to our Lord’s 
nature from the narrative of His life and 
ministry which we have in the gospels. 
But it is well worth recalling at this point, 
that the testimony to the exalted nature of 
Christ was felt by the apostolic and sub- 
apostolic communities to be so overwhelm- 
ing and masterful that for the first three 
centuries it was not His Divine nature but 
His human nature which was denied! The 
successors of the apostles and the apostles 
themselves had to contend for the real 
human nature of our Lord; because, for 
those who first read the gospels, for those 
who first came within the stir and glory of 
His mighty working in their own hearts 
and in the world, the difficulty was to be- 
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lieve not that Jesus was Divine, but that 
He was in any sense human! The Church 
in her high doctrine of Christ’s person 
recognizes and defends the final mysterious- 
ness of it, affirming on the one hand, that 
Jesus our Master was truly man, yet at the 
same time claiming that no word shall be 
said in any final sense about Jesus, no 
definition shall be placed upon Him as 
though it included all that is ever to be 
said about Him. The Church in her high 
doctrine of Christ claims that though truly 
ian, nothing shall ever be accepted as 
giving the whole truth about Him which 
could have the effect of separating Him 
from the Everlasting Spirit Who is at the 
heart of all things, on Whose inviolable will 
kang all our hopes and fears. 


(a) We cannot read those Gospels 
without feeling that He Whom they por- 
tray, was truly man. We read that Jesus 
thirsted; that He hungered. A long jour- 
ney wearied Him as it would one of our- 
selves. And not only did He share our 
human body, partaking of our flesh;—He 
had a human mind and heart. He felt 
things in a way that we all understand. 
Before the grave of Lazarus, He shed 
tears. He had His human friendships. He 
was angry with the anger of a righteous 
man. There were moments when He 
chose rather not to be alone, when He 
asked it might be three of His disciples, or 
four of them, to accompany Him and to be 
near Him while He faced something in His 
own solitary soul. His voice could take 
on the note of pity, or of sorrow, or of 
disappointment, as, on the other hand, His 
whole being could thrill with gratitude, 
with happiness, with victory, as when He 
rejoiced in the faith of the centurion, or 
when after the incident at the well, He 
turned to the disciples and said, “The fields 
are white to harvest,” or when, hearing 
that men from afar had come to seek him, 
He raised His eyes to heaven and _ said, 
“Father, the hour is come.” And life with 
its tasks, its ebb and flow of fortunate and 
contrary circumstances, its care for others, 
life with all its work of faith and labor of 
love and patience of hope, had its effect 
upon Him likewise, making Him look older 
than He was. The Pharisees thought Him 
about fifty when He was only thirty-three! 
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As the last days drew near, we never lose 
sight of the true man in the travail of His 
soul. We read that in the garden: “He 
was greatly amazed and sore troubled.” 
He confessed that “His soul was exceeding 
sorrowful even unto death.” 

Remembering all these things, we feel 
indubitably that in the case of Jesus Christ, 
whatever more or other is to be said, we 
are in the presence of true humanity. And 
yet, if we decide to call Him man, with 
the purpose of defining, 7. e., limiting His 
personality, immediately, out of the same 
narratives arise a multitude of recollections, 
—hints, words, silences, deeds, impressions, 
and a general sense of wonder, which com- 
pel us to withdraw the name and to leave 
an open door for Jesus to enter, if our 
heart decrees it, into the very Godhead. 
For, when we think again, we feel just 
as indisputably that He Whom those Gos- 
pels portray is not one of us. Even when 
He uses words which others have used, 
they are different coming from Him. They 
have a_ different authority 
ground. 

I stood one morning, by the shore of an 
island in the Orkney group. The waves 
that broke at my feet had behind them the 
undistracted might of the Atlantic. It was 
a shore of white sand and shells and peb- 
bles. Over these one trod carelessly for at 
every step it was the same. But suddenly 
I stood still, for my eye had fallen upon a 
shell, which lying amongst the others, was 
yet a stranger to all its fellows. There it 
lay with a tone, a color, which separated it 
from the surrounding greyness. I stooped 
to gaze and peer at its unwonted texture 
and grain, and these only increased the 
sense which had come to me with the won- 
der of its coloring, that it was a stranger 
to those cold and formidable shores. And 
as I mused the fire burned. I remembered 
that I was standing on a shore which 
from all time has been washed by a gen- 
erous flood. The Gulf Stream passes that 
way: and once in passing it had cast ‘the 
shell upon that dreary waste of rock and 
sand. The Gulf Stream pouring eternally 
from the Golden sea had borne it from afar 
and cast it where it lay—to make one man 
here and then, stand still on the journey of 
his life and consider it and dream of its 


and back- ~ 
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home-land under a clearer sun beyond the 
seas. Just so did the outgoing heart of 
God, that eternal tide of love, bear Him to 
us, casting Him upon this bank and shoal 
of time, to break the dreary tyranny of 
things, the curse of fate and custom and 
iron law; to incline one here and there to 


pause upon his way and consider and, in 


one brave ejaculation, make the great and 
blessed Inference of Faith. 


(b) To return, you observe that through- 
out His earthly life, Jesus was quite well 
aware that He was different from all other 
men. He claimed to be apart and acted 
always with a certain aloofness. He never 
put Himself on a level with even His 
closest disciples. Never, even in the mo- 
ments when they were nearest to one 
another, did Jesus suggest or allow them 
to suppose that He and they were in one 
case. He does not speak in their hearing 
of God as “our Father.’ The words He 
used are “When ye pray, say ye ‘our Fa- 
ther.” Speaking of God in relation to 
Himself and to them, He says, with a kind 
of care and precision, “My Father, and 
your Father; my God and your God.” He 
claims,—without pausing to defend the 
claim,—to be greater than Solomon, greater 
than Jonah, greater than the temple. Yet 
is He acknowledged to have been the hum- 
blest, the meekest Soul that ever breathed 
our air. We feel no surprise at all when we 
hear Him make such claims. It is all quite 
natural, quite in harmony with the inex- 
haustible worth of His person. In the 
mouth of even the saintliest of men, it 
would disquiet us to hear such claims put 
forward. As Jesus makes such claims, 
there is something in us, something far 
within, which is not astonished. 

This consciousness that He was dif- 
ferent from all men appears likewise in the 
moral authority which He claimed and 
which He wielded: the very authority 
which He wields to-day beyond all serious 
dispute. From the first, Jesus ascended the 
throne of the human conscience, and it is 
simply the fact that to this day wherever 
Jesus Christ has been preached or mani- 
fested, wherever He has secured any place 
at all, it has sooner or later come to be the 
highest place. To this day, the human con- 
science which has once come within sight 
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of Jesus Christ, can never again be as 
though it has not seen Him. To this day 
no man can be at peace with God, having 
the comfort of His own thoughts, if mean- 
while he is at war with Jesus Christ in 
any particular of his life even down to the 
least movement of his imagination. To 
this hour, no man dares to say that Jesus 
Christ has not the right to dictate to him 
how he shall order his life! And in these 
matters what is happening now must have 
happened before, and will happen again 
and again even unto the end. 

Jesus could say to the men with whom 
He took to do in His earthly ministry, “Ye 
have heard that it hath been said by them 
of old, ‘Thou shalt not kill, thou shalt 
not commit adultery, thou shalt not steal,’ 
but I say unto you—.” He could assume 
that tone, and every conscience felt His 
searching claim as though in dealing with 
Christ it was dealing with its Judge. Even 
His enemies confessed that no man ever 
spake like this. But it was not only in re- 
gard to matters of detail in moral practice 
that Jesus assumed the right to issue ulti- 
matums from which there might be no 
appeal. He demanded from all who would 
follow Him, an utter consecration, an ab- 
solute surrender. He knew what in the 
way of suffering, devotion to Him would 
involve: yet He did not hesitate to ask it. 
Now, no one but God has the right to claim 
absolute and unconditional faith. In making 
such a claim for Himself, Jesus assumed 
the prerogative of God. 

It is at this point that we can best al- 
lude to that one fact in the self-conscious- 
ness of Jesus which separates Him from all 
mere men, even from the saintliest: I mean 
His sinlessness. Jesus had no sense of 
moral failure. Remorse never visited Him 
or regret for anything He had ever done. 
In the deepest prayers that broke from His 
heart, in those awful searchings of His 
own soul, which we are permitted to over- 
hear in Gethsemane and on the cross, there 
is no ery of penitence or for pardon. He 
looked into His own heart and nothing in 
His memory had the power to give Him 
pain. He could say: “I do always the will 
of my Father.’ Let us think of that, re- 
membering at the same time this,—that 
the holier we ourselves become, the more 


1038 


sensitive do we grow to the approach of 
sin. Remember this also which I can call 
to your minds by an illustration. Perhaps 
you have at some time been left in a room 
alone with a truly saintly person. Im- 
mediately you feel your distance in spirit 
from him. Without intending it in the 
least, his goodness passes judgment upon 
you. It seems to yourself that every word 
you speak betrays you. You are like one 
speaking to a foreigner in his language. 
Even when you use the correct words, there 
is an accent, a want of ease which be- 
trays you. So, in the presence of an en- 
tirely good man, in the presence of one 
who is quite done with self-seeking, you 
feel awkward, and, as it were, a burden to 
yourself. There are two courses open to 
you as you stand in the holy presence of a 
fellow man, and you are tempted now to take 
one course, and now the other, and it will 
depend upon certain deep, final things in 
yourself and in him, which course you 
would most like to take; (1) you would 
like to rush out of the room, or (2) you 
would like to bury your head upon his 
breast! But my point is,—the presence of 
a holy One passes judgment upon you, and 
covers you with a secret trouble and im- 
potence if you are spiritually on a lower 
level. Now, Jesus Christ—by the admis- 
sion of every serious mind—lived not in 
the presence of a holy man, but in the 
Presence of the absolutely Good, in the 
presence of God. He was always alone with 
God. Yet in that searching Presence, in 
that consuming Fire, under that unbroken 
“judgment of Light’ He felt no discom- 
fort, no heart-breaking distance between 
His own personal achievement and the 
supreme Holiness: but only the friend- 
liness, the comradeship, the identity with 
Himself, of pure Deity! 

Here is a Person not to be explained as a 
man, not to be classed alongside any one 
who had gone before or should come after 
Him. St. Augustine we know, Dante we 
know, Shakespeare we know. In certain cir- 
cumstances—as Charles Lamb said, “If we 
had the mind to”—we might have been any 
one of them, for wherever they have gone in 
thought and imagination, we have it in us 
te follow them. Were they to come into 
this room just now, as the same Charles 
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Lamb once put it, we should stand up to 
receive them: but if Jesus Christ, if He 
who could see God and not die but live, 
were to come in, we should kneel down, 
acknowledging that here our restless spirit 
of analysis and criticism stood face to 
face with something Absolute, Inexplicable 
If Jesus is to be ex- 
plained, He must explain Himself. A man 
can only be judged by his peers, and Jesus 
Christ has had no peer. “I think I know 
men,” said Napoleon, “and this was no 
man.” 

Still keeping close to the self-conscious- 
ness of Jesus, one would like to speak with 
greater fullness than is possible now, of 
our Lord’s knowledge of the future, of His 
unfaltering confidence that now that He 
had come unto the world, man would never 
be able to withstand His rebuke and in- 
vitation, would never be able to confuse be- 
yond recognition that meaning and calling 
of life which he had uttered and _ be- 
queathed. It was an element in the mind 
of Christ that He had taken His place for- 
ever in the leading and control of man’s 
destiny. When a woman crept to His feet 
and anointed them with spikenard, Jesus 
said, “Verily, I say unto you, Wheresoever 
this gospel shall be preached throughout 
the world, this also that she hath done 


and only to be adored. 


shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.” © 


Shortly before His death, He said, “I, if I 
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me.” 
death, not despair but an extraordinary 
confidence filled His soul. He instituted 
the Supper and ordained it as a sacrament 
in which through all the ages His disciples 
should dedicate themselves anew to Him, 
in which also they should receive strength 
and peace from His presence in their midst. 
And just before He left this earth, He or- 
dained—with no hint of doubt or fore- 


hoding in His anticipations—that the na-— 


tions throughout the world should be bap- 
tized into His name, as into the name of 
the Father, and of the Holy Ghost. : 
Finally, under the head of a self-con- 
sciousness of Jesus, He claimed to be the 
end of history and the judge both of the 
living and of the dead. He spoke calmly 
and with the sense of an awful reality and 
certainty in His words, of a day when the 


On the very night before His — 
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Son of man should suddenly come and 
bring human existence to an end: “The 
Son. of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels, and then shall he 
render unto every man according to his 
deeds.” 

Who is He, Who alone can He be, Who 
speaks in such ways, Who holds Himself 
with such fundamental aloofness that 
though He gives Himself even unto death 
for man, man has always acknowledged not 
only His supremacy, but His difference? 

That question was one which the first 
apostles and the first body of believers had 
to ask themselves, and in the glory and 
thrill of their own fresh experiencies, to an- 
swer. I recall a sentence from our first lec- 
ture: “A great man condemns the world to 
the task of explaining Him.” It was sim- 
ply inevitable that a doctrine of Christ’s 
rank and person should be formed as soon 
as the disciples had had time to reflect upon 
the marvelous One Who had visited their 
lives and had left them now as to His 
bodily présence. Jesus was the most power- 
ful. personality whom they had yet encoun- 
tered. He had made the deepest appeal to 
them. He had demanded obedience from 
them and this not so much by His words as 
simply by His own natural authority. 
Never once, not even in the darkest hours, 
did it occur to the disciples that Jesus was 
asking more from them than He had the 
right to ask. And so it was not in human 
nature that the disciples should close their 
minds and think no more of this One Who 


had so distinguished and so _ exalted 
them by having taken to do with 
them. We know, many of us know, 


how death makes a loved one sacred, how 
words which were common when they were 
spoken become treasured memories when 
the voice is still. We know how we blame 
ourselves and beat our breasts when we re- 
call a word which we once upon a time 
spoke hastily towards one whom death has 
now removed from us. It is expedient 
for us that they whom we loved should go 
away; for with all our love there are 
depths and significances in them which we 
cannot see until we see them out of the 
tenderness and desolation of our hearts 
and in the light that is far off. 

If our hearts feel the spell of a person 
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even more keenly, if we see him more truly 
when death has taken him from us, what 
influence must Jesus have acquired for His 
followers, when, after the consternation of 
the cross, they looked back! We can trace 
the very shades of feeling through which 
the hearts of the disciples passed from that 
day of their desolation to the time when un- 
der the illumination of the Holy Ghost the 
iron bands of sorrow were burst in sunder 
from their souls, and they behaved like 
men “drunk with truth stagnant within 
them.” 

First, their amazement at the ignominious 
death, when in the bitterness of their disap- 
pointment some of them even spoke angrily 
of their Lord. Then, as the tumult of their 
spirits subsided somewhat, the face of 
Christ began to come-near to them. It is 
at this stage that we find them meeting 
together and speaking of Him Whom they 
had loved and lost. We see the disciples 
at this stage of their recovery in the story 
of the two on the way to Emmaus. They 
talked together of all the things which had 
happened and “they were sad.” And One 
drew near to them and entered into speech 
with them. And we learn the reason for 
their perplexity and sorrow. Why had Christ 
died? “We trusted that it had been he 
which should have redeemed Israel.” 
“But,” pleaded the stranger, “ougnt not the 
Christ to have suffered these things and to 
enter into His glory?’ And He showed 
them from their own Scriptures in which 
they trusted that to such a life of suffering 
and to such a death the Saviour had been 
ordained. Jesus taught the disciples (as 
He has taught the world) that it is the 
glory of God to stoop to suffer in order 
that He may redeem. This new thought 
began to contend with their doubt and grief 
as the dawn thrills through the darkness. 
And their hearts burned within them as 
new heavens and a new earth came into 
being under the power of this new con- 
ception of deity. 

At length the Stranger sat at meat with 
them. He took bread and blessed it 
and brake and gave to them. And even as 
they were taking the bread from His hands, 
they remembered the night of the last sup- 
per. And they looked up to see if it were 
really He; but behold, He was gone—leav- 
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ing it, as always, to their own awakened 
hearts to find the completed proof that it 
was indeed He. With the great news sing- 
ing in their souls they returned to Jerusa- 
lem and found the other disciples gathered 
together. “We have seen the Lord,” they 
whispered. And the others answered, “The 
Lord is risen indeed and hath appeared unto 
Simon.” 

Thus over the hearts of those who had 
known Him, the face of Jesus kept coming, 
persuading them of His divineness; and the 
voice of Jesus began to arise increasingly 
out of the depths of their experience, bid- 
ding them believe ac utterly as they felt 
they were being urged to. And they kept 
their hearts true with prayer until at last 
the Holy Ghost—the true pressure of God, 
not to be explained but to be received by 
hearts that yearn for Christ—the Holy 
Ghost came upon them, ending all their 
misgivings, confirming all their dim and 
difficult hopes, settling them and sealing 
them in that great venture of faith by which 
they declared that He Who had been cruci- 
fied, dead and buried, was none other than 
the true Son of God, Who is alive for ever- 
more. 

I remember a sentence—I think it is from 
Richard Holt Hutton of the Spectator, 
whose service to faith should be honored 
everywhere. It is to the effect that it is a 
ereat thing when we cannot only believe 
what we do believe, but can also imagine it. 
T do hold that it is possible not only to 
believe in Jesus Christ as the incarnate Son 
of God, but also to imagine it, to think it, 
so that it shall be, so to speak, visible to 
the eye of our mind. I should like then, in 
closing, to show how the doctrine of 
Christ’s eternal existence in God is not 
opposed to our highest reason, how it does 
not paralyze our minds when we try to 
erasp it; how this doctrine is no curious 
and baffling irrelevance to us as thinking 
beings, but a mighty revelation which, once 
made, the soul of man may reasonably 
embrace. I should like also. to show how 
this doctrine of Christ’s eternal existence 
in God has probabilities and considerations 
in its favor sufficient to assure and per- 
suade those who already for personal rea- 
sons do worship Jesus Christ as Lord. For, 
remember, a man may believe in something 
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which nevertheless is a mystery and not 
to be discovered by his own unaided reason. 
Indeed, when one comes to think of it, it is 
with regard to the mysterious things in the 
midst of which we live—the uniformity of 
the life—that 
somehow we are most confident. We are 
always acting as though these things were 
true, although that they are true is simply a 
matter of faith and can never really be 
proved. Indeed one is beginning to see that 
the very things by which we live cannot be 
proved, cannot be demonstrated to the intel- 
lectual eye; but they can be verified, the 
hazard of faith by which we adopt them can 
be corroborated. Just so with regard to this 
supreme matter: IJ may be persuaded that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God and is in God 
eternally for no reason which could pass as 
proof with reluctant or hostile minds, but 
from the inner persuasion of my whole 
being which once persuaded finds corrobora- 
tions and verifications everywhere. 

1. Well then, in the first place, we all 
believe that every good gift and every per- 
fect gift cometh down from above from the 
Father of lights. 
human intelligence and virtue has its source 
in God, and that the holiest love which ever 
appeared on this earth was, as it were, a 
gleam from the life of God. If there has 
ever appeared on this earth a holy and 
beautiful soul, it must all have been in God 
before it came to light here. We must be- 
lieve that, if we believe really in God. He 
cannot be conceived as inferior to any of 
His creatures or to all of them. Thus, the 
good spirit of every life that has been lived 
has its source and home in the bosom of 
God. Every life of holy love had its pulse 
and throb from the Great Heart beyond the 
veil! Looking then at Jesus Christ merely 
as One of God’s creatures, as One Who 
lived, we say that all the grace “and 
beauty which He manifested while on earth 
was in God and must have been in God 
before it came to light. As water will 
not rise higher than its source, so no life 
can go beyond—in its conception or in its 
achievement—what lay within the bosom of 
its Creator. Jesus Christ then, in the beauty 
and holiness of His person, in all His pity 
and passion of love, was potentially some- 
where and must have been potentially some- 


nature, reasonableness of 


We must believe that all . 
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where before He appeared on this human 
scene. Now, that Somewhere is God! I 
mean to say that there must have been in 
God room for Christ. There must have 
been a fullness in God such as could spare 
Christ else Christ had never come. The 
effect cannot be greater than the cause. 
Christ, therefore, must have been in God 
potentially. The power to give Christ to 
the world—that must have been in God 
from all eternity. The Spirit of Jesus Christ 
must ever have throbbed in the bosom of 
God, ready to be revealed in the fullness 
of the times. I repeat, simply because we 
must believe that “Every good and every 
perfect gift cometh down from above from 
the Father of lights,’ we cannot stop short 
of believing that Jesus Christ came out 
from God, and that every grace for which 
we adore Jesus Christ must have been hid 
in God from before all time. To put the 
matter in another light: Now that Jesus 
Christ has appeared, we are compelled just 
as the apostles were compelled to revise 
and to abandon our purely deistic con- 
ception of God. Our conception of God 
must have room within itself for the entire 
personality—the spirit, the soul, the love, 
the tears—of Jesus Christ. God may no 
longer be conceived by us as the solitary 
Sovereign of the worlds: He must no 
longer be conceived as mere Might or 
Force. He must no longer be thought of as 
merely “a great Millionaire in suns and 
stars’? Who might be excused for not no- 
_ticing such beings as we are. It is no 
honor to God now to say that He might 
well have neglected us. That is all past 
now,—that Christ has come. We must now 
conceive of God as He Who from all eter- 
nity intended Christ, as He Who from all 
eternity was pondering some way whereby 
He might stoop to the rescue and recov- 
ery of man: “That He loved us before we 
loved Him.” 

My friends, I do not suppose for one mo- 
ment that faith can ever be compelled by 
reason, or that much good is bound to come 
of trying to convince people on matters of 
religion against their will. In matters of 
faith, we cannot do a great deal for each 
other. No man can give his faith to an- 
other any more than he can give another 
his imagination or his private history. The 
deepest is unspeakable; and a man’s faith is 
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the Llessed inclination of his whole being, 
urged by its own reasons and by the Holy 
Ghost. What I have been trying to do is 
to show, as Ll find it good for myself to see, 
that once you have been led by the necessi- 
tics of your own life, of your own thoughts, 
and your own feelings, to lean with all your 
weight and weakness upon Jesus Christ as 
upon the breast of God,—there is really no 
contradiction between such a faith and your 
reason; that they can both dwell together 
in unity. It is all a great mystery; but 
there must be mystery with any conception 
of God. 

I close with a consideration which is not 
without force for certain minds. Unless 
we know God in the face of Jesus Christ 
we do not know Him at all. Nay, in that 
case we know nothing for certain. You go 
to Nature for some conception of God, but 
nature only illustrates and confirms the be- 
lief in God or the denial of God with which 
you approach her and examine her pro- 
cesses. ’Tis a fine hour indeed, the dawn, 
and it quickens the piety and hope of all 
honorable souls to see the sun burst afresh 
upon the world. But there is more than 
dawn in any day. There is twilight, there is 
darkness. If the morning brings joy to 
man’s soul, the night by the same. law 
should bring despair. There are beautiful 
things in this world indeed, things on which 
noble sculs might base a genial doctrine 
concerning the Author of all. There are 
twittering birds nesting under the eaves 
of charming homes. But in this world there 
are terrible things likewise. There are 
sheer precipices which crush the soul of 
man. There are yawning depths of moun- 
tains which, had man no other ground for 
faith, would pour contempt upon his hopes. 
There is fire. There is tempest. There are 
diseases, hatreds afflicting man. There is 
the unpitying warfare among beasts. There 
are icebergs, tornadoes, sharks, and all the 
terrors of the intolerable sea—and a faith 
which would erect itself upon nature’s hu- 
man and gentle things must suffer ship- 
wreck upon these sinister aspects. 

Or you go to history for some clue to the 
mystery of things, for some light on “what 
God and man is.” But history shows dis- 
order just as resolutely as she manifests 
order, and deplorable backsliding as un- 
mistakably as progress. Your massacres of 
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S. Bartholomew, and downfalls of Poland 
would, if we had nothing else to go by, give 
a sad and heart-breaking guidance concern- 
ing Him Who is in all and through. all and 
over all. In history there are as many proofs 
of cruelty as there are of kindness, of 
chance as of providence, of evil as of good. 

Yes, it is simply the fact, that man, if he 
is to bear up forever against life and death 
and the multitudinous evil in things, and 
- still more if he is to become himself the 
apostle of the Good, undertaking trials and 
self-denials, his own strength meanwhile 
growing feebler, the .grave awaiting him 
at the last, must have some sign entirely 
above change, a point to stand upon, clear 
of the vortex of his warfare, something like 
a rock, above the ebb and flow of things, 
some revelation in short of what God is in 
Himself. “If I looked into a mirror,” said 
Newman, “and did not see my face, I 
should have the sort of feeling which act- 
ually comes upon me while I look into this 
living, busy world and see no reflection of 
its Creator!” 

And so, my friends, in the face of every 
sad and terrible conclusion to which the 
human mind might be driven, as man kept 
looking without deeper instruction upon the 
life of races and nations and upon the lots 
of individual men, God has sent His Son, 
placing Him in the highway of human his- 
tory, where the continents, the civilizations, 
the colors meet, that He might save the 
soul in.man from despair and confusion, 
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and weariness, and shame, and death! 
“Truly, if it had not been the Lord who 
was on our side.... the dark waters had 
gone over our soul!” 

In a most pathetic passage in “Plato,” 
we are told that, in face of the great dark- 
ness and mystery which are round about 
us in this world, there is nothing for a 
man to do except to take the best advice 
he can get as to how to live and then to 
take his chance, like a man crossing the lonely 
sea upon a raft, “not without risk’; and 
concludes, “unless we can find some vessel 


more safe and solid, some word from God | 


on which we may take this passage!” And 
still, there is no victory over the world, no 
triumphant answer to its monotonous chal- 
lerge, no personal and unfaltering ground 
for hope, for living greatly and for praise, 
except by a humble and reverent confidence 
—nurtured on the New Testament facts, 
breathing the New Testament atmosphere 
of spiritual miracle and wonder—that the 
Lord from heaven is come, that in Jesus 
Christ we have the authentic voice from 
out the silence, that in Jesus Christ there 
dwells for us the fullness of the Godhead 
in bodily form! 

Lord, stir up our minds! Lord, kindle 
our hearts, Lord, open our eyes, that we 
may see how awful was and is our need of 
the coming of Thy Holy Son, and that we 
may praise Thee for Thine overflowing 
answer to the cry of that need—world with- 
out end! Amen. 


THE CHURCH ECONOMIST. 


CHURCH: REGORiss. 
E.G. L. Brown: 


Every record that exists bearing on 
church building, tells of a deep interest in 
the work among those who shared it, 
ard the records which can be read only 
in the workmanship of the existent 
churches to-day speak more eloquently 
than those in pen and ink. The melting 
down of personal ornaments so that the 
gold might serve in the erection of the 
church such as Biblical records teach, has 


not entered into all church buildings, but 
in all, there must have been much self 
denial and forethought or churches built 
centuries ago would not be in use to-day 
in such a state of preservation as to show 
in many cases only light marks of age, 
and in such a style of architecture as to 
make them models for modern churches. 

Every village in the old country has 
its record to be read in its church, around 
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CHURCH FOR THE BLIND, LIVERPOOL. 


which the village has grown. No town 
can claim to be a city unless its church 
ranks as a cathedral and thus the civic 
dignity of a community is bound up with 
the ecclesiastical. Many of the village 
churches might be called miniature cathe- 
drals, and whether small or great, the old 
interest which led to their erection has 
descended to those who are now privi- 
leged to use them, and the greater the 
age of the church the greater the pride 
of its possessors, and the greater their 
care to preserve true to the original plan 
of the builders, every detail in the old 
structure. Many modern builders recog- 
nize their masters in the architects of 
such old churches. Their designs as seen 
in the churches give architectural fea- 
tures of interest to the districts where 
they are found, and their materials have 
proved themselves worthy of their choice 
in preserving their usefulness in the 
structure. 

The records of medizeval church build- 
ings are few. Some there are which tell 
that the men of learning of those times, 
the monks, busied themselves with 
church building by manufacturing within 
the walls of the monasteries, the tile which 
were to serve aS pavement or wall deco- 
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ration for the church. Their work in 
this form remains in many of. their 
churches to-day to bear witness to their 
interest and the glory of many a quiet 
rural church which travelers hear nothing 
of, is its mosaics. The pictures of the | 
mosaic workers rival those of the stained 
glass window painters in their coloring, 
and other stories cling to the mosaics 
than those the pictures tell. They num- 
ber among the churches’ records, and 
link the present to the past. 

The interest in church building in the 
past seems to have accumulated into one 
vast, supreme effort in the many modern 
churches, which are only just beginning 
to make their records. All will have 
and keep them long according to the 
permanence of their structure; but none 
will read more eloquently than those of 
the church which has just recently been 
built at Liverpool, England, for the 
blind. The resilience of the materials 
used in its structure and decoration will 
be felt by those who frequent the church, 
and the strength of this tile will lengthen 
out the records, which will read more 
brightly because of the wonderful beauty 
that the builders saw fit to give to their 
work. 


Prayer Circles. 


The Greendale Baptist Church has recently 
organized its membership into prayer circles 
as follows: The membership is divided into 
circles of seven, grouped as far as possible 
according to age and sex. To each person 
is given a card assigning a certain name to 
be prayed for each day in the week. There 
being eleven such circles, eleven persons are 
to be prayed for each day, and the pastor’s 
list contains all these eleven each day. 


A Plan for the Home Depart- 
ment. 


Rey. A. D. Kendrick of Douglas, Ga., 
reports the following plan which he has 
found valuable in keeping up the interest 
in the Home Department of his Sunday 
school :— 


We employ a young lady to look after 
this department. On the first of each quar- 
ter she delivers the regular quarterlies for 
the three months, and with these lesson 
helps she carries to each member of the 
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Home Department one blank foreach Sun- 
day of the first month and an envelope for 
the offerings. 

At the end of that month she calls for the 
reports and carries blanks and envelope for 
the second month. The report cards or 
slips are delivered one month after they 
have been received and at the time other 
data is carried. vee 

The plan is original with me, and while it 
is new, yet I have good reasons to believe 
it is far superior to the-old way of giving 
papers every three months and expect no 
report of work done. You will readily see 
the advantage in several ways. 


HOME DEPARTMENT OF THE FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL, DOUGLAS, GA. 
Rev. Alexis D. Kendrick, Director. 

IWIGEIGS Ainge os ae Secretary and Treasurer. 
The secretary will furnish the pupil 

with all of the information necessary to 

pursue these lessons. 
Datevon thiswlessomen ieee 1907. 

Questions to be answered :— 

No. 1—Have you read the lesson more 

than one time? 


INTS? esa cower: (5) 

No. 2—Have you read the Daily Bible 
Readings? : 

Anis aera (25) 

No. 3—Write from memory the Golden 

GSES sy cha idee cholo eee eae ae eC 

Ree ea ot ticenad Shar cote heen (5) 


No. 4—Have you taught this lesson to 
some other person? 


UNC aap re Sotto ce ALO) 

No. 5—Make your offering and write the 
amount lenes a= eC rein ea c)) 

No. 6—Write three lessons that you 


have Jearned as a result of 
having" studied this week’s les- 
son, 

Place this report in the envelope with 
your offering, and preserve for the Sec- 
retary who will call at the end of this 
month. . 

Use your influence to secure at least 
one new member for the Home Depart- 
ment. 

Sica OUtmeNaIne Mhieherer reir enna 


The Young People’s Meetings. 


To Record of Christian Work:— 

Coming to Jerseyville, Ill, Presbyterian 
Church a year ago I found the young 
people’s work in a chaotic state. Effort 
for a Sabbath evening prayer meeting 
brought but a dozen when there should 
have been seventy-five. I invited the dozen 


Record of Christian Work. 


to my study, and together we planned for 
a course of sttidy to be followed alternate. 


evenings for fourteen nights which had 
twenty-flve to fifty in attendance. The 
pastor gave a twenty-minute drill in Bible 
outlines. after the opening song and 
prayer. The class was then subdivided 
into four or five classes for a half hour 
study of missions, each class led by one 
of its own number. The pastor then 
briefly reviewed the study in missions efter 
which he reviewed the lectures in “How 
we got our Bible’ and the creed of Pres- 
byterians. The class bought about $20 
worth of text books. 

A committee was appointed to arrange 
for the social hour. It did good work in 
so shaping the hour or more after the class 
work that all were busy until the time came 
for leaving. Very light refreshments were 
served about one half of the evenings. 

The course closed with a banquet to 
which all the young people were invited 
who had attended one or more meetings 
and there was a good response and spicy 
toasts by the young people with closing re- 
marks by the pastor, then a hearty vote of 
thanks to the pastor. This left a good 
impression and plans are already shaping 
for heavier work this year. Besides the 
course as given last year a week’s Bible 
school or conference will be held in Oc- 
tober, during which we shall have outside 
help. Addresses on normal work for Sun- 
day-school teachers and methods of prep- 
aration of topics for young people’s meet- 
ings, how to lead the meeting, etc., will 
be given. Printed outlines will be used 
and the members of the class will be ex- 
pected to hand in considerable written work 
in their Bible studies. 

The pastor believes that such school 
work is needed everywhere, to fit the young 
people for more intelligent and more ag- 
gressive Christian work. Ministers are too 
few and the Church must be a training 
center from which committees of two or 
more shall go out to the neglected dis- 
tricts. As President Roosevelt says: “The 
country church must be saved.” We find 
it best to plan a course for a definite time 
rather than to allow it to continue at a 
poor dying rate during the summer 


months. 
W. H. Jorpan. 


Church Economist. 
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ANTINE XPENSIVE CHURCH CALENDAR. 


Rev. Arthur S. Henderson, of Atlantic, 
Iowa, thus describes his experience in 


affording his church a weekly calendar at | 


a small cost. His ingenuity and experi- 
ence will afford a valuable suggestion to 
pastors who are similiarly-situated:— 


When I came to my present pastorate 
two years ago I found that the church 
had never had a weekly calendar or any 
sort of printed bulletin of services, and 
the announcements were all made ver- 
bally from the pulpit. Believing strongly 
in the value of a printed order of service 
and calendar of services, and also that 
the hour of worship ought to be pro- 
tected from all that detracts from wor- 
shipfulness, and that the pulpit should 
not be a bulletin board for all parish 
atrinouncements not to speak of those 
which have nothing to do with the parish 
life or work, I asked the officials of the 


church to provide for the publication. of 


\ 


- discussed, 


a weekly calendar. They objected on 
the ground of the added expense which 
would be about $100 for the year. 

I then resolved to try an experiment 
which has proven very successful. I was, 
through the generosity of a good woman 
in my church, the possessor of an Edi- 
son rotary mimmeograph. I calculated 


how many calendars were required to 
supply my congregation for a year, al- 
lowing a maximum for each Sunday suf- 
ficient to supply any congregation I was 
likely to have on ordinary occasions. I 
then had the calendars printed on the 
outside, front and hack undated, and in a 
quantity sufficient to last a year. On the 
front I had a cut of my church with 
appropriate name, pastor's name and 
address. On the back I had the hours 
of stated worship, announcements of 
benevolent offerings, and a blank which 
strangers might fill in and tear off to put 
in the basket for the information of the 
pastor. This formed a sheet 8 by 12 
inches to be folded, making a four-page 
folder 6 by 8 inches printed on front and 
back. The inside was left blank and this 
I printed each week with my mimeo- 
graph from a stencil made on my type- 
writer. 

By this means I can change my order 
of service for any Sunday and keep my 
pulpit free from the notices. It has 
proven successful and has solved for me 
the problem of a weekly calendar at small 
cost. My printing bill for the outside 
this year is $12. The other expenses will 
be two boxes of stencil paper at $1.75 
each, and two boxes of ink at $2 each. 
Total for the year $19.50. 


ieee NIE AGION (OP CHURCITES: 


J. Cleveland Cady, 


“Give us a plenty of ventilation” were the 
parting words of a committee to their ar- 
chitect as they separated after giving out 
the various contracts for their church build- 
ing. They were smiling with complacent 
satisfaction as they thought of the attention 
they had given to the several problems in- 


volved. The shade and quality of stone 


~selected; the height of the tower; the 


amount of ornamentation; the character 
of the color decoration; the stained-glass 
windows in general and the figure win- 
dows in particular; the ease of the sittings; 
the richness of the furnishings, and es- 
pecially the size and completeness of the 
These features had been thoroughly 
agreed upon, and the results 
embodied in the contracts just signed, but 
no word spoken of ventilation, until, as they 


organ. 


LD New. Y ork; 


were parting, the exclamation was heard, 
“Give us a plenty of ventilation!” 

This belated injunction was probably 
taken as lightly as it was given—as though 
ventilation were an article to be furnished 
at will, by the yard or the bushel, and not 
a matter to be provided for in the outset, 
with especial care and study, and at a 
very considerable cost. 

The result in such cases may be a very 
beautiful church, but so stupefying is the 
effect of its unchanged air that few can 
keep sufficiently awake to realize its beauty ; 
it might be a “Church of the Heavenly 
Rest,” were it not that with such an at- 


mosphere the rest must needs be a 
troubled one! 

Whenever the practical plans of a 
church are in preparation, its effective 
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ventilation should receive full considera- 
tion, and not be left as an afterthought, 
to be tacked on or “worked in” when 
probably too late to make it thoroughly 
successful. 

Moreover, it should be realized that 
ventilation is a somewhat expensive 
process, which should enter into all cal- 
culations of cost. When the air of a 
building is once heated it is manifestly 
cheaper (as to fuel) to retain it, breathing 
it over and over, than to discharge and 
replace it with fresh air suitably warmed. 
The latter course involves larger fur- 
naces, greater consumption of coal, and a 
more or less elaborate apparatus for 
withdrawing foul air and supplying the 
fresh. 

Where ventilation is sought there are 
two forms open to choice—natural and 
forced; the former depends upon the 
gravity of the atmosphere, the warm, 
fresh air coming in from the furnaces, 
and the foul removed by flues to which 
warmth is applied to accelerate their cur- 
rents. In buildings of moderate size 
where force is not available, this system, 
if worked out with care, has usually ren- 
dered good service. For positive results, 
however, forced ventilation, by means of 
fans driven by power, has (especially in 
large buildings) proved more efficient 
and reliable. Such a plant should have a 
great fresh-air flue rising above the roofs, 
easily conveying volumes of fresh air to 
the heating chamber below. Between the 
bottom of the flue and this chamber will 
be a large fan or fans, which, revolving, 
draw the air down the shaft and force it 
over the steam “stacks” with which the 
chamber is filled. 

From this room it passes forcibly into 
the space (under the entire auditorium) 
which has been nicely finished in hard 
plaster, without mouldings, roughness, or 
any feature that could retain dust or dirt. 
This place is called the “plenum,” and 
from this room the warm, fresh air rises 
into the church, or auditorium, through 
a multitude of carefully located little 
openings, so small and so numerous as 
to produce no strong currents, but give 
a very equable distribution. 

The amount of heat is easily regulated 
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by shutting off or turning on the steam 
to a greater or lesser number of the 
radiator stacks in the heating chamber. 
Of course, in warm weather the same 
apparatus can supply fresh air without 
heat. 

This system has probably proved the 
most satisfactory of any for large churches ~ 


‘and places of public assembly, where there 


has been a decided objection to breathing — 
air that had already served the lungs of 
others—however estimable the people. 

But what shall be done for the more 
humble edifice or the rural church, where _ 
the great fresh air shaft, the heating — 
chamber with its batallions of radiators, 
the spacious and carefully finished 
plenum, and the powerful fans driven by 
steam or electricity would be entirely out 
of question, by reason of their cost? 

It is to be said that, as such buildings 
are usually much smaller, a simpler ap- 
paratus may be quite effective. On ac- 
count of the initial economy, hot air fur- 
naces will probably be used; and the 
outer air taken to them to be warmed 
will pass into the church through the 
usual hot air pipes, where it will rise to 
the ceiling, which region usually gets 
very warm, although the lower parts of 
the room may be insufficiently heated. 

If now we supply several flues having 
openings near the floor, running through 
the building to the outer air, and at some 
point place in each flue a heat-giving ap- 
pliance (Bunsen burners or an _ oil- 
heater), the air thus heated will escape, 
drawing after it—by the vacuum created 
—the air of the room near the bottom of 
the flue. This is the cold and most 
vitiated air, and as it is withdrawn its 
place is taken by the warmer air from 
the upper section. 

In a new building these flues would be 
built in its walls; in an old building such 
flues may be made of galvanized iron, 
rectangular and rather flat in section, 
placed as inconspicuously as possible, 
and decorated in tone with the walls. 

. A valuable vent-flue may often be sup-- 
plied by building the smoke flue of the 
main chimney much larger than usual, 
and carrying the furnace smoke-pipe up 
through it, making sure that a good space 
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is left all around it. The warmth of the 
smoke pipe will rarefy the air about it, 
causing an upward current; as this outer 
flue will be connected with the floor of 
the church at two or three points, it will 
- act in much the same manner as the flues 
previously describéd, but without extra 
cost or trouble in providing the moving 
factor.—From Homiletic Review. 


A Sunday School Enrollment 
Card: 


The First Baptist Church 


Trenton, N. J. 
OUR BIBLE WORK 


Benne Bible Schools, Classes for 
AFTERNOON Adults. Study of the In- 


ternational Lessons. 


| TUESDAYS, 7:45 P. M.—The Bereans. Series 
on Doctrines and Ordinances of the 
New Testament. 


WEDNESDAYS, 7:45 P. M.—The Wednesday 
Evening Bible Class. Special Work and 
Study of S. S. Lesson. Teacher—The 
Pastor. 


Lessons for ali who cannot attend the 
Church. 


Put a X in the square opposite the class in 
which you desire to enroll. 


A Letter to Young Christians. 


Rev. Byron A. Hatfield of New Lon- 
don, Conn., has recently had a number of 
young people in his church profess Christ 
for the first time in public. He has ad- 
dressed these young people with the fol- 
lowing mimmeograph letter which is an 
admirable fac-simile of his own hand- 
writing :— ; 


Dear Friend George:— 

You made us all very happy last Sun- 
day when you confessed your faith in 
Jesus Christ and openly declared your 
purpose to follow Him. Your decision 
is the most important you will ever make, 
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for it has to do with life and the life to 
come; therefore make it very definite. 
The door now swings open for you into 
the palace of truth. Do not fail to enter, 
for in the freedom of truth you will find 
life. Jesus said: “I am the way, the 
truth and the life.” It is also declared: 
“All things are yours and ye are Christ’s” 
God is your Father, Matt. vi. 9. Christ is 
your Saviour, Acts iv. 12. The Holy 
Spirit is yours for strength and power, 
Acts i. 8. The word of God is yours for 
wisdom, James i. 5. Souls are yours to 


‘win. Prayer yours to bring the blessing. 
The Church is yours ‘to work and 
worship. A new name is yours, victory 


is yours through Christ. “AIl things are 
yours and ye are Christ’s.” He gives 
you all that you may give Him your 
heart in affection and your life in service. 

Come early to prayer meeting on Fri- 
day and let us talk together of what 
Christ will do for you. 


Sincerely your friend, 
Byron Uric HAtrFievp. 
August 15, 1907. 


Request for Suggestions for 


Rally Sunday. 


We have received from Rey. Dyson 
Hague of London, Ont., a request for sug- 
gestion cards for rally Sunday. We shall 
be very glad indeed to have suggestions 
along these lines, fcr although it is too late 
for the present season, while recent rallies 
are fresh in the minds of our readers they 
may be able to give us briefly their ex- 
perience with different methods. 

Mr. Hague sent us his rally card sed a 
year ago which has a small picture of the 
Memorial Church, of which he is rector, 
and beneath, the following entitled “Our 
Ideal.” 


Every one present, every Sunday, on 
time; with their own Bible and Prayer 
Book; a willing and liberal offering; a 
prepared lesson; a heart to learn. 

ON THIS OUR RALLY SUNDAY, SEPT. 23, 1906 


WE ASK EACH TEACHER AND SCHOLAR EARNESTLY 
AND SOLEMNLY THIS QUESTION: 


Will You Do All in Your Power to 
Carry This Out? 


AND TO ANSWER 
I Will Do So, the Lord Being My 
Helper. 
ARTHUR CARLISLE 


SUPERINTENDENT 


DYSON HAGUE, 


RECTOR 
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“SOMETHING, Asex BLOT 


Something to 
Interest You 


At Trinity Baptist Church. 


SUNDAY MORNING THEMES 


10:15 A. M. 
8 ‘The Two Naturesin the Believer.” 


“The Believer in Christ.” 
Sept. 22 ‘‘Christ in the Believer.” 


Sent. 
Sept. 15 


Sept. 29 ‘The Chri-tian at Work.” 


The Pastor, Rev. Llewellyn Brown, 
Preaches every Sunday. 


Something 


to make 


you think. Come!! 


SUNDAY EVENING THEMES 
7:00 P. M. 
Sept. 8 ‘The World’s Greatest Benefactor.” 
Sept. 15 “If Christ Walked the Streets of 
Newburg.” 
Sept. 22 ‘‘Please Move ona Little Farther.” 
Sept. 29 ‘‘America’s Threatened Famine.” 


GOOD MUSIC AT EVERY SERVICE 


Workingmen and their families will find a 
warm welcome here. 


“It is I, even I that blotteth out as a thick cloud thy transgressions.”’ 


A CHURCH BULLETIN SUGGES 2 IOs 


Under the titie,‘‘What There Is For You at the Park Avenue Branch of the Tompkin’s 
Avenue Congregational Church,” there has been issued the following interesting list of 


departments: 


We Offer You 
the following privileges, and asK your 
hearty co-operation. 


Please indicate by a X on lines below in what 
Departments you are now helping, or are ready 


to help. 
Sign your name and return to Pastor without 


delay. 


BIBLE SCHOOL 
Sundays, 3 P. M. 
Recular Teacher)... socholatierine ater 
Substitute ‘‘ 
Normal Class....... 
Men’s Bible Class... 


Women’s ‘5 oe 


Home Department... 
Home Dept. Visitor. . 
Hed brarianeceeceee ie 


TEACHERS’ MEETING 
Saturdays, 8 p. M., at Pastor’s House. 
Mrs. PoLuEmus, Teacher. 


Wiillattenderi. scram icc eereere 


C. E. SOCIETY 
Sundays, 7:15 P. M. 


Active Member..... 


JUNIOR C. E. | 
Thursdays, 4:00 P. M. 


Active Member...... 


ANSSOCIAL CH uments ater INSSOCIateS ee 


WOMAN’S MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY, j 
Second Friday Each 
Month, 2:30 P. M. 


Active Member..... 
Supporting ‘ 


*KINDLY CLUB 
Mondays, 8 P. M. 
Dues, 10 cts. monthly. 


Members eee 


*MEREDITH MANLY 
BOYS’ CLUB 


Dues, 2cts. weekly 
Tuesdays, 8:00 P. M. 


Member 


MEN’S GLEE CLUB 
Second Tuesdays 
8:00 P. M. 


Member. eee 


*CHURCH CHOIR 
Thursdays, 9:00 P. M. 


_ YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
2 MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


Leader, Miss IRWIN 
Fourth Tuesday 


Membet..ccaccos nee 


*K. C. AUXILIARY 
Mondays, 7:00-8:30 P. M. 
Dues, 10 cts. monthly. 


Members...) 3a 


*MEN’S ASSOCIATION 
_Dues, 10 cts. monthly. 
First and Third Tuesdays 

P. M. 


8:00 
Members. . acseen Sens 
MEN’S TRAINING CLASS 


Saturdays, 8:00 P. M. 
Pastor’s House. 


Members. 4)... eee 


*CHILDREN’S CHOIR 


_ Under 15 years. 
Time and place to be 
announced. 


Memibernits ..eo eee 


*Candidates are elected. 
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Another Suggestion for the 
Young Minister’s 
Library. 


Dr. Canfield, librarian of Columbia Uni- 
versity, makes the following suggestion for 
a minister’s library :— 


a would advise the young minister 
whd inquired of Mr. Moody concerning 
the best hundred books, etc., as I would 
advise any minister, or any layman for 
that matter, to send to the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, Washington, D. C., 
a half dollar, asking him to send to the 
writer the American Library Association 
catalogue of 8,000 volumes, annotated, 
1904—complete (both parts 1 and 2). 

“In this book will be found most care- 
fully prepared, annotated and evaluated 
lists of the best books on every topic. 
The work has been done by experts; the 
notes are sufficiently complete to give an 
accurate idea of the contents of each 
volume, the thought and purpose and 
standing of each author; and any one 
who is competent to read at all ought to 
be able to select most wisely and in a 
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satisfactory way, from these titles, those 
which most immediately and completely 
meet his demands.” 


An Attractive Church Souvenir. 


We have received a most attractive 
souvenir pamphlet describing the new 
Christ Church of Glens Falls, N. Y. The 
occasion of issuing this pamphlet has been 
the erection of a beautiful new edifice, the 
dedication of which occurred in the latter 
part of September. The pamphlet is beau- 
tifully illustrated and the reproduction of 
photographs and the general design of the 
souvenir, which is printed by Messrs. Hol- 
den & Abbott, 121 Water Street, New York 
City, make it the most attractive of its kind 
we have ever seen. 

The church recently dedicated has been 
erected at a total cost of $200,000, a large 
portion of which amount we understand is 
the generous gift of one family. 


move LONDON CHURCH INCREASED ITS GLE ES 
BORFEOKEIGN MISSIONS: 


Aveee Marsh. 


Whilst the main object of the writer is 
to submit a method of raising funds, a 
word may be said in passing as to the basis 
upon which appeals for money should be 
made. The first business is to inspire men 
with a right motive for giving. To tell a 
man the story of foreign missions and their 
need, merely upon the basis of dollars, will 
not draw money sufficient for this great 
need. We must begin on the higher level. 
The individual must first have a right mo- 
tive, and second have such organization in 
connection with his or her church as shall 
enable them to give “systematically.” 

Having put first things first and at- 
tempted to inspire right motive in giving, 
we must now create business-like methods 
for collecting and distributing the gifts re- 
ceived. This leads us to systematic giving. 
The following methods are suggested with 
- conviction because they have been proven 
successful in Westminster Chapel, London, 
to which Dr. Campbell Morgan ministers 


as pastor, and in the work of which the 
writer was for some years engaged. 
Whilst all churches cannot follow exactly 
the same line of action, the principles may 
be adopted by either large or small fel- 
lowships. 

Nearly two years ago it was decided by 
vote of the church to give the “first tenth” 
of all moneys raised through the collec- 
tions to the cause of missions. That is to 
say, of all moneys contributed—before any 
expenses whatsoever, whether ministers’ 
salaries or detailed expenses, are paid—the 
“first tenth” is directed into the missionary 
fund. On the day specially scheduled as 
missionary Sunday, the whole of the col- 
lections—less working expenses of the 
church—are devoted to the missionary 
fund. Then an opportunity for every mem- 
ber of the church and congregation to con- 
tribute directly to the fund in the form of 
a quarterly, half yearly, or annual gift, is 


given. This is accomplished by the group- 
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ing of all members of church and congrega- 
tion into small sections. These are en- 
tered into collecting books. Each collecting 
book is given to a collector who collects in 
a given center. All funds received through 
this medium go directly to the fund. Be- 
yond this, other channels through which 
finance reaches this central fund are the 
“Collecting Boxes,” “Collecting Cards,” 
“Primary, Intermediate and Institute de- 
partments of the Sunday School,’ “The 
Westminster Brotherhood,” “The Christian 
Endeavor Society,” “The Mothers’ Meet- 
ing,” and “The Members of the Staff.” 
Through this system all these organiza- 
tions direct their gifts into one central 
fund, which is controlled in the matter of 
distribution by the pastor and deaconate of 
the church. Through these several agen- 
cies the contributions of our church have 
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been increased from £50 per annum to 
£500 or tenfold in two years’ time. ? 

We have also a Missionary Auxiliary 
Council, consisting of all those who are 
interested in the foreign field, who enroll 
either as active or voluntary members. The 
active members represent all those who are 
in any way actively working in connection ~ 
with any part of the Foreign Missionary 
Activity of the church. 

If this account shall be a means of help- 
ing any churches to put their giving to 
foreign missions upon a new basis, and of 
suggesting methods Worthy of testing, it 
will have accomplished its object. 
of the great awakening just now, is it not 
time that every Christian Church should 
make great ventures in this matter of 
funds, and shall we not make bigger sacri- 
fices that we may live bigger lives? 


THE MISSIONARY. PROGRESS- OF THEO} ie 


China’s Oldest Missionary. The fame 
of Rev. Dr. W. A. .P. Martin, China’s 
oldest missionary, is known wherever 
men read thoroughly about China. He 
was long head of the Imperial Uni- 
versity; he is author of standard works 
in Chinese and upon China in English. 
His magazine contributions have been 
legion. Withal, at eighty-six years of 
age, he is as fresh and zealful and busy 
as ever, and still looked up to for the last 
word upon obscure Chinese subjects. 

* * * * * 


The A. B. C. F. M. sent out twelve 
young missionaries to the foreign fields 
during the month of September. These 
Recruits go to China, India, Turkey and 
Japan. They are college graduates and 
worthy representatives of the Christian 
Church at home. In referring to these 
missionaries the “Herald” says: “No 
finer body of recruits has ever gone to 
our mission field than these twelve who 
are now commended to the prayers of 
the churches which sent them 
oyadel,” 

* * * * * 


have 


“Not Yet Believers” is the courteous 
term, always used for the heathen, by 
some of the missionaries in Japan. As 


Dr. Partridge, the Bishop of Kyoto says: 
“it is much superior, even to the term 
‘unbelievers’ or ‘non-believers, because 
it does not accuse them of any opposi- 
tion to the Faith, but rather implies an 
interest in it which a further study. will 
surely deepen. St. Paul’s ‘Gentlemen of 
Athens’ states a principle always to be 
remembered.” 
* * * * * 


In the whole empire of China there 
is not what could properly be called a 
Public Library. They have adopted our 
school system, our text books, and our 
methods of teaching, and yet they have 
passed by one of our greatest factors in 
education—the public library. An effort 
is now being made by the. Episcopal 
Mission in China to enlist the sympa- 
thies of philanthropic people here in the 
United States who are interested in the 
uplifting and enlightening of the Chinese 
to establish a public library in one of 
the great literary centers of the empire, 
This city is Wuchang, situated 600 miles 
up the Yangtze River, opposite Hankow, 
the largest tea port in the world. 

* * * * * 


Rev. F. E. Clark has just returned 
from an extensive tour in the south- 


In view ~ 


The Missionary Progress of the Month. 


ern half of the Western continent, 
which he concludes to be “The Continent 
of Opportunities.” He also reports that 
the Presbyterian and the Methodist- 
Episcopal churches 


says: “The Presbyterian Church is one 
of the two that have especially realized 
the importance of the southern half of 
America, and her missionaries are found 
in Venezuela, Colombia, Chile and Bra- 
zil, four out of the 11 republics of South 
America. 

There are now 77 Presbyterian 
churches in Brazil alone, with 6,999 com- 
municants who contributed, in 1906, 
nearly $90,000 for home support and mis- 
sion purposes. ; 


* * * * * 


The center of special interest in mis- 
sionary endeavor at the present time 
seems to be China. It was not so long 
ago that Japan focused the attention of 
the Christian world, but just at present 
missionary reports and journals are 
more occupied with China, apparently, 
than with any other quarter of the globe. 
There seems to be a concensus of opin- 
ion, as voiced throughout the mission- 
ary journals, that China, when once 
awakened, is capable of exerting forces, 
now latent, that will astonish the world. 
For this very reason it is necessary for 
the Christian Church to make special 
efforts to bring Christianizing influences 
to bear upon the China which is to be. 
That America is peculiarly situated to 
influence the new empire is due in large 
part, according to the missionaries, to 
the favorable impression which America 
has made in refusing to demand exor- 
bitant indemnities from the Boxer riots 
and for the generous response made by 
Americans at the time of the great. Chi- 
nese famine. 


* ok * * * 

The following letter we have received 
from a missionary under the Methodist 
Board, telling of the Encouraging Pro- 
_gress in Missionary Endeavor in Pegu, 
Burma :— 


Work here in Burma is progressing very 
rapidly. During the past year, the Metho- 


t 


| “have been most _ 
active in effort for its redemption.” He 
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dist Mission has been laying the founda- 
tions for the future. We now have a fine 
equipment for our educational work. More 
missionaries will be with us during the 
coming months. We expect, then, to make 
a marked advance. The indications are 
very favorable. The coldness and indiffer- 
ence on the part of the better class of 
Burmese is disappearing. The people are 
very eager to embrace the opportunity af- 
forded for obtaining advanced education 
as offered by the Christian schools. Again, 
within the past two months, fifty-one per- 
sons have voluntarily signified a desire for 
baptism—this without special persuasion. 
(This is on my own circuit.) The other 
day a Buddhist teacher came asking for 
baptism and asked to have us take over his 
school and impart Christian teaching to the 
pupils. We did so; these pupils have 
proved very apt in grasping the truth, and 
are advancing very rapidly. 


* * * * * 


The Missionary Endeavor in Corea is 
continuing to bring forth much fruit. 
ine sebhemeMisstonanywe saemlettermmrroml 
Chunju reports as follows: 


Rev. L.O. McCutcheon has been busy 
in the-~country holding classes and re- 
ceiving members. He reports examina- 
tions held in twenty-one of the twenty- 
six meeting places in his territory. Two 
hundred and twenty adults were ex- 
amined, one hundred and twelve ad- 
mitted to the catechumenate and forty- 
seven were baptized, doubling the mem- 
bership. His is a tew field. Think of 
doubling the membership in your entire 
field in three months! This is what Mr. 
McCutcheon has done. He says further 
that infant baptism was administered 
for the first time in his field, forty-four 
receiving the ordinance. In June he 
held a conference of his leaders and 
earnest Christian workers for Bible 
study. Leaving their homes and work 
at a busy time, these men came, some 
of them seventy-five miles on foot, and 
spent two days in earnest search of 
the Truth, and how to present it to 
their fellow-sinners. It was inspiring 
to see these twenty-six earnest men, with 
a purpose written on their faces, as they 
studied the old, old story, to them so 
new. 


* * * * * 


It is said that a Merely Verbal Ques- 
tion may seriously hinder the union of 
all Protestant denominations in China 
which the Shanghai conference declared 
so desirable. The English and American 
missionaries have never been able to 
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agree on how the word “God” should be 
translated into Chinese. Representatives 
of missionary boards from the two na- 
tions began a translation of the Bible 
together in 1843, but because they could 
not agree on this point the joint com- 
mittee broke up, and the Americans 
finished the work alone. The dispute 
has lasted ever since. The Americans 
prefer “Shen,’ which the heathen use 
to designate any object of worship, even 
the smallest and most inferior idol. 
The English insist on “Shang Ti,” which 
is in heathen mouths the pérsonal name 
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of the principal God in Chinese mythol- | 
ogy. The Roman Catholics differ from 
both, translating by “Tien Chu,” which 
means “Lord of heaven.” The Amer- 
ican Bible Society has just taken a vote 
of the missionaries on the subject, and 
the majority vote in favor of a com-_ 
promise whereby the term “Shang Ti” 
would stand for God and “Shen” for the 
Holy Spirit. Some of the older mis- 
sionaries say, however, that the compro- 
mise is impossible to them; they must 
go on using the name which they have — 
used all their ministry. 


ENGLISH NOTES: 


By Our London Correspondent. 


The Episcopal Church of England is the 
poorer, since I last wrote, through the de- 
cease of Dr. E. R. Wilberforce, the Bishop 
of Chichester, at the age of 67. The read- 
ers of these notes do not need to be told 
that he was the bearer of an historic name. 
And not only historic, but fragrant, with 
the mingled odors of piety and philanthropy. 
The late bishop was the elder of the two 
sons of Samuel Wilberforce, Bishop of 
Oxford, whose great and many-sided gifts 
were too much forgotten in his unfortunate 
all-things-to-all-men ecclesiasticism. And 
Samuel Wilberforce was himself the third 
son of the illustrious William Wilberforce, 
‘who for nineteen years labored for the 
abolition of the British slave trade, and 
lived to see his labors crowned with shin- 
ing success. Dr. E. R. Wilberforce was 
thus the grandson of the abolitionist, and 
was in his own line worthy of the name 
he bore. When the diocese of Newcastle- 
on-Tyne was formed, a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago, Mr. Gladstone, then the British 
premier, appointed him to that dignity. 
Fourteen years later, he was transferred to 
Chichester. He had a singular gift of win- 
ning affection wherever he went, and this 
in spite of the fact that he was always out- 
spoken in his opinions. He was one of the 
few bishops who are political progressives. 
He was also a warm and devoted advocate 
of temperance. Denied the gifts of popu- 
lar oratory, such as are possessed by his 


famous brother, Canon Basil Wilberforce, 
he was still a clear and forceful speaker. 
He will be much missed. Successors to 
such men are not easily found. 


* * Ps * * 


It is not often, happily, that a man, desig- 
nated one year to a prominent and honor- 
able office, to be filled by him the follow- 
ing year, dies before he enters upon it. 
But this is what occurred in the case of the 
late and deeply-mourned ‘Dr. John Watson, 
“Tan- Maclaren,’ who last March was 
unanimously chosen to fill the office of 
president of the National Free Church 
Council during 1908. He passed hence, as 
everybody knows, before the time at which 
he should fill the presidential chair arrived. 
It therefore became necessary to designate 
a president in his place. The choice of the 
executive of the council has fallen upon 
the Rev. Dr. David Brook, probably the 
best-known of the leaders of the United 
Methodist Free Church, a man of high 
ability and attainments, who has for seven 
years been laboring at Southport. Dr. 
Brook’s election will doubtless be very 
popular. 

* * * * * 


The mention of his name reminds me of 
the great event which has just taken place 
—the greatest event in the religious world 
of Britain during the past month. I refer 
to the union into one great and influential 
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church of three of the smaller Methodist 
bodies of Britain. In a note some months 
ago, I spoke of the preliminary steps that 
were then being taken with a view to the 
union. I am happy to report to-day that 
the union is now an accomplished fact. 
Everything has been most satisfactorily 
and harmoniously arranged. The bodies 
referred to are respectively the United 
Methodist Free Church, with 468 ministers 
and 1,625 churches; the Methodist New 
Connexion, with 215 ministers and 672 


churches; and the Bible Christians, with’ 


223 ministers and 647 churches. They have 
between them not far short of 190,000 mem- 
bers. In future they are to be one—with 
one organization, one president, and one 
annual conference. During the years, vary- 
ing in number in each case, that they have 
had a separate existence, they have sev- 
erally stood for some great principle, which 
they regarded as not sufficiently taken ac- 
count of, or perhaps altogether ignored, in 
the great Wesleyan Methodist Church, 
from which they broke away. Thus, for 
example, the Methodist New Connexion, 
the eldest of the three contracting parties, 
which has been in existence for over a 


century, and which represents the first di- 
vision which took place in Methodism after 


the death of John Wesley, separated from 
the parent stem on the question of the right 
of the people to a place in the government 
of the church. That, by the way, has been 
the question at issue in almost the whole 
of the subsequent Methodist “splits.” 
Still, strange to say, it is not the Methodist 
New. Connexion, but the United Methodist 
Free Church, which has for half a century 
been rightly regarded as the most demo- 
cratic of the Methodist churches of 
Britain. So far as I can discover, not one 
of the three bodies named has any repre- 
sentation in the United States of America. 
They are henceforth to be known, in their 
united form, as the “United Methodist 
Church.” 


* * * * * 


The meetings at which the Act of Union 
was ratified, and which in their entirety 


‘formed the first conference of the newly- 


created church, were a conspicuous success. 
As a sign that all the old bitterness be- 
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tween the three bodies and the Wesleyan 
Methodism from which they broke away, 
had long since vanished, the gathering was 
held in that Mecca of Methodism, John 
Wesley’s Chapel, City Road, London. In- 
deed, that historic building already con- 
tains three beautiful stained glass win- 
dows, the gifts respectively of the three 
denominations which are now one. Seven 
hundred delegates, appointed by their re- 
spective circuits and districts, assembled 
from all parts of the land. They were, in 
more senses than one, the elect of their 
churches. .The opening of the first session 
with the fervent singing of the Doxology 
voiced the feelings of gladness and grati- 
tude to God with which they met. The 
same sentiments prevailed throughout all 
the meetings, and no utterances evoked 
louder cheers than those which proclaimed 
the loyalty of the newly-constituted church 
to evangelical truth. At one session, the 
Lord Mayor of London offered a most cor- 
dial civic welcome. There is to be a 
thanksgiving fund of 100,000 guineas, and 
before the conference dispersed, 22,000 
guineas had already been subscribed. 


* * * * * 


September 7 is a great day in the annals 
of the London Missionary Society, for on 
that day, exactly one hundred years ago, 
Robert Morrison, the first Protestant mis- 
sionary to China, who went out under the 
auspices of the L. M. S., landed at Macao, 
his heart full of the high and invincible 
resolve to make Christ known to the mil- 
lions of Chinese. All the world knows 
that at that time China was a sealed land 
to the foreigner, and did not contain within 
all its vast borders a single native Chris- 
tian. And to-day the Christian communi- 
cants number at least three quarters of a 
million. What hath God wrought! The 
L. M. S. is celebrating the Morrison cen- 
tenary, and at the end of October there is 
to be a great united meeting in the Royal 
Albert Hall. It is proposed to erect in 
Canton, the city where Morrison chiefly 
labored, and where he died, a memorial to 
him, in the shape of a large and well 
equipped institute as a center for united 
work among the 250,000 young men of 
Canton. 
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An interesting letter has been issued to 
the Congregational ministers of England 
and Wales by four of their number, Dr. 
Horton, Mr. Jowett of Birmingham, Mr. 
C. Silvester Horne, and Mr. H. Arnold 
Thomas of Bristol. Its purport is an invi- 
tation to systematic study of foreign mis- 
sions, during the year of office, as chair- 
man of the Congregational Union of Eng- 
land and Wales, of Dr. R. Wardlaw 
Thompson, the senior foreign secretary of 
the London Missionary Society. The 
financial perplexities of the society, to 
which I referred a month or two ago, 
naturally weigh heavily on Dr. Thompson’s 
mind, because they mean that no expan- 
sion of the society’s work is possible while 
they last. The writers of the letter believe 
that enthusiasm for the cause of missions 
is in proportion to the exact and detailed 
knowledge of it along the best lines of 
study, and they ask the 3,000 ministers of 
the Union to secure, under the guidance of 
experts, which would be freely supplied, a 
complete knowledge of the missionary 
problem themselves, and to instruct in that 
knowledge their churches and schools, dur- 
ing the year 1908. “Every minister,” says 
the letter, “would be refreshed with new 
fountains of inspiration; every church 
would feel again the authentic thrill of the 
Great Commission; as a denomination we 
should be drawn together in what is the 
one legitimate purpose for which our 
churches exist, viz., to preach the gospel to 
every creature.” I have not yet heard what 
answers have been received to the letter. 
That will be known doubtless in good time. 
But the idea is an excellent one, and it is 
incredible that it should not win universal 
support from the men to whom it has been 
suggested. 


* * x * ok 


Some noteworthy figures have just been 
issued, showing the contribution per head 
of the members of the churches concerned 
in each case, to the five great British mis- 
sionary societies. The Church Missionary 
Society, and the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel, represent the Church of 
England in the foreign field; and the com- 
municants of that great and wealthy body 
contribute on the average 4s. 8d. each. 
The Wesleyans contribute to their mis- 
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sionary society 5s. 7d. per member of their 
church. The London Missionary Society, 
supported almost entirely by Congrega- 
tionalists, receives 5s. 9d. per member; 
the United Free Church of Scotland con- 
tributes 4s. 7d. per member; and the Bap- 
tists of Great Britain and Ireland ‘send for 
foreign missions about 4s. 5d. per member. 


* * * * * 


“5 f 


The Rev. F. B. Meyer has found time, — 


before commencing his autumn and winter 


campaign as a kind of traveling bishop of — 


the Free Churches of England and Wales, 


to pay a visit to Liverpool, there to fulfill - 


his duties as this year’s president of the 
National Council of Pleasant Sunday After- 
noons, Men’s Brotherhoods, and similar so- 
cieties, at the council’s annual meeting. The 
delegates represent about 1,500 societies, 
numbering half a million members. The 
topic of Mr. Meyer’s presidential address 
was “Betterment, and How to Secure It,” 
and it was admirably treated. He said that 
by betterment he meant the improvement of 
the social, moral, and religious condition of 
the people. He laid down four conditions 
of success. Betterment must begin by 


dealing with the individual; it must seek , 


the salvation of the whole man; all effort 
must be altruistic in working out these 
principles; the idea of brotherhood must 


be cultivated, and the brotherhood of so- ~ 


ciety must be made a reality. One of the 
most interesting features of the gathering 
has been the roll call of the divisional 
federations, and as the divisions were 
called out, Mr. Meyer gave to each an 
appropriate motto. As instances, the men 
of Scotland were told to 
hearts and harden their heads,” while the 
men of Yorkshire were bidden, “Be as 
great as you are big.’ There can be no 
doubt that the Pleasant Sunday Afternoon 
movement has met a want among the 
working men and others of our “un- 
churched” classes; but the danger of the 
secularization of its activities is a very 
real one. One hears of dances and whist 
drives finding a place on the programmes 
of the week-day engagements of some of 
the societies; but there could be no mis- 
taking the strong opposition to these things 
of the majority of the delegates at Liver- 
pool. 


“Soften their — 


in our pulpits. 


RELIGIOUS THOUGHT AND ACTIVITY. 


The American Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions occupied three days at the Cleve- 
land Council, reporting its splendid 
achievements for the past year. Three 
secretaries gave reports of their exten- 
sive tours through. foreign countries. 


* xk K * * 


The best year in all the history of Pres- 
byterian Foreign Missions has just been 
closed without deficit, the total receipts 
from all sources being $1,276,747.85. 
The deficits remaining from previous 
years still amount to over $90,000. 


* * * * * 


One comparison drawn by Robert 
Perbs, the British Wesleyan, who lately 
visited in this country, shows how 
much more use England is making of 
the Lay Preacher than is America. Of 
27,000 sermons preached every Sunday 
in England by Wesleyan Methodists, 
20,000 are preached by laymen. 

American Preachers were almost as 
popular in England during the past 
summer as were the English divines 
Rev. E. Lincoln Smith 
of Seattle, Dr. S. Parkes Cadman of 
Brooklyn, Dr. S: L: Loomis, Dr. Reuen 
Thomas, Dr. Nehemiah Boynton, Dr. 


John Douglas Adam and Dr. Charles A. 


Eaton of Cleveland, were among the 
prominent Congregationalists heard in 
London. 

* * * * * 


‘Eleven evangelists, representing a 


number of denominations, met in con- 
_ ference recently in Toronto, Canada, at 


- Hunter. 


the invitation of Messrs. Crossley and 
It was determined in this con- 
ference to form an evangelistic associa- 
tion to be known as Canadian Associa- 
tion of Evangelists, the purpose of which 


is to be the promotion of evangelism 


~ mutual 


— 


throughout the Dominion of Canada and 
coéperation and fellowship of 
those engaged exclusively in evangelistic 
work. 


A quiet and unheralded Union of 
Two Church Denominations, each about 
twelve years old, has taken place at a 
joint assembly of the two in Chicago. 
Forty congregations of the Church of 
the Nazarene, from the Pacific Coast, 
and forty-seven congregations of the 
Association of the Pentecostal Churches, 
mostly from the East, have given an 
example of the meeting of extremes. 
Each denomination has a mission in In- 
dia, and the “holiness” doctrine is the 
distinguishing feature of their creeds. 


* * * *K * 


The Congregational National Council. 
was in session during October at Cleve- 
land, Ohio. The Home Missionary So- 
cieties of the denomination also met at 
this time and took a prominent place 
among the meetings of importance. 
The American Missionary Association 
secured as its speakers on national prob- 
lems Justice David J. Brewer, Bishop 
Galloway of Mississippi, Dr. Charles E. 
Jefferson of New York and others. Dr. 
Amory H. Bradford presided over this 
gathering and Dr. C. S. Mills over the 
meetings of the Congregational Home 
Missionary Society. 


XK % ok * * 


A recent enterprise for giving Evan- 
gelists to the Great Prairie Land in West- 
ern Canada, is that of Archdeacon 
George Lloyd, who first entered the 
Saskatchewan country in 1903, at the 
time when emigration there from Can- 
ada began. Since that time a railway 
has helped to open the country, and 
more than thirty missions have been es- 
tablished. About a year ago Arch- 
deacon Lloyd returned to England to se- 
cure a band of Prairie Evangelists, and 
has now returned to his field with a 
numerous band of men to serve as cate- 
chists, each in charge of from one to 
two hundred square miles of territory, 
where they are to open centers of wor- 
ship. Five ladies have also volunteered 
as deaconesses for work with women 
and children. 
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The Summer Evangelistic Campaign in 
the cities began hopefully and enthusias- 
tically. Eight thousand persons, accord- 
ing to the estimate of a Pittsburg daily 
paper, was the number in attendance at 
the opening park service in Pittsburg. 
This is the ninth season of these park 
services in the Pittsburg region, con- 
ducted by Rev. S. Edward Young, D. D., 
pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
Church, Pittsburg. The tent campaign 
in New York has been as aggressive and 
earnest as usual. Seven tents were in 
use from the first, with services every 
night, and twice on Sunday. The cus- 
tom house steps were also utilized for 
noon meetings, besides those held in 
shops and factories. Numbers of evan- 
gelists, singers, and assistants of all kinds 
have been engaged in the ‘work. 


* 7K XK *K ** 


The Southern Cross reports a meeting 
in Melbourne, Australia, which, accord- 
ing to this journal, has made a deep 
impression throughout the land. This 
meeting was held as “a Protest Against 
the Ill Treatment of the Bible by its 
own Professed Teachers.” The follow- 
ing we take from the report: 


Anyone familiar with the Church lfe 
of the city would have recognized in 
the great crowd the most trusted, ener- 
getic workers in every Protestant de- 
nomination. If an earthquake had swal- 
lowed up that audience, three churches 
out of every four in the city would have 
found half the sources of their strength 
cancelled. And the temper of the audience 
was as Striking as its composition. .... 
An attempt will be made, in the usual 
fashion, to describe the gathering as a 
collection of ignorant people, who repre- 
sent nothing but what may be called the 
back-water of theology. It expresses a 
desire to put the Bible in a glass case 
and protect it from every breath of 
criticism, lest it should die. But 
almost every speaker on Tuesday night 
protested against such a perversion of 
the facts. No one objects to the closest 
study of the Bible; and the most cour- 
ageous criticism cannot harm it, any 
more than the keenest acid can damage 
pure gold. The Higher Criticism itself, 
in its legitimate form, serves the cause 
of truth; and there are no facts it dis- 
covers which, if sustained by genuine 
historic evidence, believers in the Bible 
do not stand ready to accept. The pro- 
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test of the meeting was against what 
may be called the literary indecencies 
of that absurd version of the Higher 


Criticism which, by the mere tests of | 


the literary judgment, or want of judg- 
ment, of the critic, breaks the Bible up 
into a bundle of unrelated fragments, 
and labels them with writers invented 
ad hoc, and dates, which, if accepted, 
destroy the whole unity of the Bible. 


* * * * * 


The contemporary movement for put- | 


ting new stress on the Work of Men in 


the Church has taken the vigorous hold 
of the Established Church of England. 


The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, which- 


is the official men’s organization of the 
Episcopalian churches of the United 


| 


States and Canada, has a few chapters © 
in England, but has never attained any ' 


wide acceptance across the sea. 
constitution appears to be too rigid to 
please Englishmen. Instead there has 
sprung up in the Anglican Church a 
movement that corresponds more to the 
plan of the Presbyterian Brotherhood— 


uniting local organizations which deter- 
mine their own forms and activities to | 
fit the circumstances of their own mem- 


bership. These local societies are fed- 
erated in a national organization holding 
annual conventions, and this organiza- 


tion is known by the simple title of — 


“Church of England Men’s Society.” 
Its president is the Bishop of Stepney, 
who defines the character of the move- 
ment in words strikingly lke the terms 
in which the Presbyterian Brotherhood 
has been officially described in this 
country: “I call it deliberately a move- 
ment, for it is not so much a new society 
as a new effort to make men face and 
act up to the claim of their existing 
membership in the noblest and oldest 
society in the world.’ The Church of 
England Men’s Society was first pro- 
jected by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
in 1900, but it had for some years an in- 
effective existence. Two secretaries had 
to be put to work in the interest: of the 
movement before it was made to appeal 
to the churches. Then its growth was 
rapid. There are now above a thousand 
local branches in England, and the total 
membership is considerably over forty 
thousand. 


Its} 
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On the 13th of September, Mr. D. Willis 
James passed away after a short illness, at 
Mount Washington House in the White 
Mountains, in his seventy-sixth year. 

Mr. James, for many years a personal 
friend and partner of the late William E. 
Dodge, was like him, a man who stood for 
the best type of Christian citizenship. An 
earnest Christian man and deeply in sympa- 
thy with all that made for the advancement 


of the kingdom of God among men, Mr. 


James gave generously of his means and of 
his counsel to a large number of institutions 
and Christian enterprises. 

The Outlook, commenting on Mr. James’ 
death, says :— : 

Mr. James was one of the richest men in 
America and was one of the wisest and 


most generous of those who have brought 
honor to the name of philanthropist. He 


“was connected, in one capacity or another, 


with large manufacturing concerns and with 
important banks. It is a grave error to re- 
gard such a man as engaged in amassing 
He was engaged in as real service 
to the Nation as if he held public office. 


WILEIS JAMES. 


thropy was exhibited in his business activi- 
ties. In the narrower sense his philanthropy 
was equally distinctive. It was marked by 
a modesty that might almost be called in- 
genious. Two years ago last February the 
receipt of a gift of more than a million dol- 
lars was announced by Union Theological 
Seminary. This, the largest single gift ever 
bestowed upon a theological seminary, was 
anonymous. The giver, it is now known, 
was Mr. James.. The course pursued by 
him in this case was characteristic. To 
Amherst College, of which he was a trustee, 
Columbia University, Oberlin, Hartford 
Theological Seminary, the Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine, the Children’s Aid So- 
ciety, of which for several years he was 
president, the American Board, and the 
town of Madison, N. J., where he had his 
summer residence, he gave large sums of 
money in the same unostentatious way. 
One method he adopted of concealing his 
identity consisted in transmitting money 
thfough a bank, so that even the recipient 
could not identify the donor. Mr. James 
was born in Liverpool, England, seventy- 
five years ago. This country has been en- 
riched, not merely by his industrial leader- 
ship and his benefactions, but by his quali- 
ties of mind and character. On another 
page we quote some words from what the 
Bishop of London said in Trinity Church 
last week on the Christian conception of 
the stewardship of the wealthy. By: em- 
bodying this conception in the practical life - 
of industry and finance Mr. D. Willis James 
rendered this country his greatest service. 
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Such a man does not excite envy, because 
he advances in prosperity only in propor- 
tion ‘as he brings prosperity to the com- 
munity. His wealth represents, not gain at 
the expense of others, but merely a share in 
a gain that is widely distributed. In_the 
highest sense, therefore, Mr. James’ philan- 
Receipts for September, 1907. 
Dr. Paton’s Work in New Hebri- 
des: 
September 3. 2282 ........+---. $ 2 00 
Pandita Ramabai’s Work in India: 
Biseptember 4. 2284 ...........-- $ 17 50 
September 10. 2288 .......--+.+-. 4 00 
$ 21 50 

Native Missionary under Presby- 

: terian Board in India: 

September 7. 2285 .........+++- $100 00 

MISO ace ste ntersietetousiste (e eieioieisieiefes els icie 5 00 

$105 00 

Dr. Grenfell’s Work in Labrador: 

September 14. 2290 .......+++00+ $ 25 00 


Free Distribution of Records: 


Septemibereutag 2285 esters eels sie ers $ 1 00 
September’ (95 (2286073. 2) rchase: eicieiere 2 00 
Septembens 9.- 2287 saci censicxecr cio 10 00 
Septemberal’2n 2289) ros oii) sielelerelore 5 00 
September e200.) 2292 ite eslelueheenns 1 00 
Septembers24-0 (2293) wie wives <tateje'=« 1 00 
Septembere2 5.229 Sie selelelsrelelete/ <i>) 22 50 
September! 25. 2296 saccsases cae 1 00 

$ 43 50 
Bishop Thoburn’s Work in India: 
Septemiber 14. 2290 ............. $ 25 00 
September 19. 2291 ............. 30 00 
October Yh PRE by ch eNOS OOOO 30 00 

$ 85 00 
Euphrates College in Turkey: 
September 24. 2294 .........2005 $ 5 00 
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Personalia. 
Rev. Arthur N. Thompson conducted a two 
weeks’ mission in Ryegate in September and 
early in October was engaged in a mission in 


Passaic, N. J. 


Rev. F. B. Meyer is planning to spend a part 
of 1908 in Australia. It is his purpose to visit 
South Africa, traveling thence to Australia and 
conducting a mission throughout the islands. 


Dr. Henry G. Weston, president of Crozer 
Seminary, celebrated his eighty-seventh birthday 
anniversary early in September. The occasion 
was celebrated by a large number of friends, fel- 
low teachers, pastors and students. Dr. Wes- 
ton is said to be the oldest administrative head 
of any educational institution in America who 
still retains active interest in its work. 


School for the Blind, India. 


American Mission, School for the Blind, 
Mazagon, Bombay, India, 
August 30, 1907. 


Dear Mr. Moody :— 


Will you kindly allow me another opportunity to 
plead for the blind ones of this land? Our work 
among them continues to prosper and our methods 
to improve as God sends us the means. With rent 
and teachers and matrons, support oi pupils, their 
expensive books and materials and many inci- 
dentals, we, need continuous help. 

I have recently come to know that as work 
among the blind is considered very popular, many 
are under the impression that we have all the 
money we need. Such popularity though, is 
rather to our disadvantage. A few months ago 
we had a surprise visit from our Governor, and 
somewhat later, upon permanently leaving India, 
he sent us his cheque sufficient for one month’s 
expenses. This perhaps left the impression that 
we had influential friends and all the money we 
needed. We do not now receive the help from 
Hindus, Mohammedans and Parsis that we did 
when the school was first started, for the reason 
that they have since started a non-Christian 
blind school, a copy of ours. 

May I not, therefore, ask that Christian friends 
be urged to give us their continuous support 
that we may not be embarrassed in carrying out 
the most efficient plans for the work? We do 
not receive one penny of support from the Board 
for this work. 

Yours sincerely, 


Anna L. Mitrarp. 


Mr. Torrey in Chicago. 


Under the auspices of the Layman’s Evangelis- 
tic Council of Chicago, R. A. Torrey is conducting 
a two months’ mission in that city. The ser- 
vices began October 6, and are to continue 
through November. 
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Meetings are held in a tent which it is esti- 
mated is capable of seating five thousand and 
arrangements are made to have it steam-heated 
and made as good a substitute as possible to a 
large hall. 


Association News. 


The Young Men’s Christian Association is a 
cosmopolitan affair. At Lanauli, near Bombay, 
a secretaries’ conference representing ten As- 
sociations in India, Ceylon, and Burma, was 
made up of six Americans, four Hindus, two 


Danes, two Canadians, one Eurasian, and one 
Scotchman. 
* * * * * 
The Young Men’s Christian Association at 
Brockton, Mass., conducts a unique institution — 
in the shape of a shoemakers’ college. The stu- 


dents are all workmen who want to know more 
than their one little process in the making of 
shoes. Their teachers are superintendents and 
foremen in the shops. Leathers and their appli- 
cations in the business, patternmaking and shoe 
drafting, cutting, stitching, assemblying, lasting 
and fitting, and so on, are some of the subjects — 
the students have studied, supplementing lecture 
work by actual hand work. The manufacturers 
have welcomed the school enthusiastically, but 
no more than the men in the shoe working trades, 
who are anxious to get ahead. The manufac- 
turers have offered the use of materials, machines — 
and tools, while the young men in the classes 
have spent their evenings getting a broader and 
better idea of their work and of its possibilities. 


* ae * * * 


The committee having in charge the raising ofa 
fund for a memorial to the late Sir George Wil- 
liams have adopted plans for a new ‘Associatiaaa 
building to be erected in Great Russell Street 
London, for which they are now appealing for ~ 
funds. The amount necessary for the undertaking 
is one million dollars of which sum there still re- 
mains five hundred thousand dollars to be secured. 

This building, centrally located, in the world’s 
metropolis should be a model building in. all its 
appointments and should also afford executive 
offices for the general administrative work of as- 
sociations throughout the empire. 

Thg Christian young-manhood of the past two 
generations in all parts of the world are in- 
debted to Sir George Williams, the founder of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, for priv- 
ileges and pleasures that were inaccessible to 
past generations. It would seem a fitting expres- 
sion of this regard if a Sunday should be set 
aside in every association throughout the world, 
as a Sir George Williams day, and the story of 
his life presented and an opportunity thus afforded 
the world to havea part in the erection of a suit- 
able expression of gratitude on the part of 
Christendom to the devotion and genera of 
this great soul. 
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Our Book Table. 


- The Conquest of Bread. 


By Prince Kropotkin, considers as probable a 
world-wide revolution, which he thinks will begin 
in France, the ill-housed, ill-fed condition of the 
European peasantry being the cause. He pre- 
sents in detail the methods by which the leaders 
of the revolution will deal with the conditions 
immediately following the outbreak and _ there- 
after. His form of communism, including many oi 
- the tenets of Anarchism and _ Socialism, is 
‘clearly discussed, and the chapters on “Food,” 
“Dwellings,” and ‘Clothing’ present the more 
practical parts of the movement he represents. 
Prince Kropotkin’s facts are arrayed in force, 
and he shows that his ideals and those of his con- 
fréres have been approaching some practical re- 
sults; but decidedly by evolution rather than by 
‘revolution, as he himself unavoidably admits. 
—E.C.W. 


Church of Christ in Japan (The). By William M. 
Imbrie, D. D. The Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. Clotn. 122 pages. 75 cents net. 


This little book consists of four lectures. The 
first on “The Environment” sketches most. en- 
tertainingly the characteristic features of Japan 
‘and the Japanese. The second gives “a bird’s-eye 
view” of the progress of Christianity in the em- 
pire, the third discusses the “methods” both of 
the missionaries and of the native church, while 
the fourth describes some of the “Notable 
Events” in the short history of the Church in 
Japan. 

Dr. Imbrie’s thirty years of service enable 
him to speak from wide experience and obser- 
vation. He is a broad-minded thinker, with the 
irenic, sympathetic spirit most needful in contact 
with the Japanese. Moreover he has an admir- 
able style, which makes his book delightful read- 
ing.—P. D. M. 


A Devotional Commentary. Genesis v.-xxv. 10. 
By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D. D. Religious 
Tract Society (of England). 


If all the rest of the numbers of this commen- 
tary are in keeping with the first volume the 
series wul be one of the very finest and will be, 
for devotional purposes, what the Cambridge 
Bible is for more general purposes. Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas has stuck to his last, and discus- 
sions of critical questions are omitted—surely to 
everyone’s relief. There are no J’s and E’s and 
PC’s, etc., and no discussion of authorship. In 
regard to the ever-dying but never dead conflict 
between science and revelation, Dr. Thomas is 
unusually wise—making none of the ridiculous 
and preposterous claims for the account in Gene- 
sis, yet holding very firmly that there is nothing 
there in contradiction to science. He even leaves 
a door open for those who wish to find a place 
for evolution, saying that the dual accounts of 
the creation of man refer to the body, when the 
word ‘‘make”’ is used, and to the soul, when the 
word “create” is used. And Dr. Thomas wisely 
remarks that we can cede, if we feel inclined, 
the body to the theory of evolution but the soul 
is manifestly a creation. But this is not touching 
upon the devotional aspect of the book. Here it 
takes rank with Robertson’s “‘Notes on Genesis.” 
For teachers of Sunday School classes and preach- 
ers of expository sermons the book fills a long- 
felt want and is invaluable—a mine and treasure- 
house of valuable suggestions. Whether or not 
it has yet been brought out in this country we 
cannot say. The present copy is an English 
edition and priced at 2 shillings.—P. D. M. 


Ministry of Beauty (The). By Stanton Davis 
Kirkham. Paul Elder & Co., New York City. 
Italian boards. 179 pages. $1.50 net. 


In these days of so much waiting and of cui 
bono, this splendidly optimistic book, the key- 
note of which is, ‘‘There is a good genius for 
every man—it is his mental attitude,’ is needed. 
The chapters of Beauty, Religion, Work, Health, 
and Happiness, and kindred themes, are cheer- 
fully worked out from the standpoint that we 
are as near to God as we desire. The author 
teaches that “the opaque glass of our own per- 
sonality” must not be our outlook into life 
if we would have harmonious relations with our 
fellows.—F. P.C. 


Nutrition of Man (The). By Russell H. Chitten- 
den, Ph. D. F. A. Stokes Co., New York City. 
Illustrated. 324 pages. 


This is an interesting, even fascinating, book. 
That may seem a strange thing to say about a 
book on digestion and diet, but it is true of this 
book. It is not only interesting and fascinating, 
it is valuable. Any one who reads it and follows 
its teachings will probably live longer and ac- 
complish more work. It is not a book of fads 
and fancies, but a book detailing careful experi- 
ments and stating the results with great clear- 
ness. Technical terms are largely used, yet most 
of the paragraphs may be readily understood by 
any person of ordinary education. Dr. Chitten- 
den has the gift of writing English, a somewhat 
rare gift among scientific men. 

The book is, in some respects revolutionary. 
We have had it dinned into our heads that the 
one thing we needed was proteid, proteid, proteid, 
but Professor Chittenden proves conclusively that 
most of us are eating too much proteid, and while 
proteid is absolutely essential in our food, that it 
is very easy to overdo it. He proves this by 
numerous experiments on soldiers, athletes, pro- 
fessional men and animals. He sums up some of 
his proofs in these words :— 

“The experimental results presented afford a 
very convincing proof that so far as body-weight 
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and nitrogen equilibrium are concerned, the needs 
of the body are fully met by a consumption of 
proteid food far below the fixed dietary standards, 
and still further below the amount called for by 
the recorded habits of mankind. General health 
is equally maintained, and with suggestions of 
improvement that are frequently so marked as 
to challenge attention” (page 202). 

He sums up the whole matter in the following 
words :— 

“The master words which promise help in 
catrying out of an intelligent plan of living 
moderation and simplicity; moderation in 
amount of food consumed daily, simplicity in the 
character of the dietary, in harmony with the 
old saying that man eats to live and not lives to 
eat. In so doing there is promise of health, 
streneth, and longevity, with increased efficiency, 
as the reward of obedience to Nature’s laws” 
(page 301). 

The impression left upon the mind of the re- 
viewer after a careful reading of this book is 
this, that I have been eating too much, and par- 
ticularly too much proteid.—R. A. T.- 


the 
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Social and Religious Ideals. By Artemas D. 
Haynes. Scribner’s. $1.00 net. 
Here is a book which is a child of its times. 


The writer very frankly places himself in the 
radical wing. He accepts, he tells us, whole, the 
New Theology.. He does not tell us what is 
however, perfectly evident, that he has not yet 
digested that which he has swallowed. The col- 
lection of short essays abounds in such state- 
ments as these: “The world needs to-day and 
the Church should set itself to bring about, a 
return to Puritanism. I do not mean a return 


to the Puritan theology or the Puritan 
way of life. I mean a return to their 
ideals, a return to their faithfulness to con- 
science, a return to their simplicity and moral 


earnestness.” If you subtract what a man be- 
lieves and what a man does, the remainder it 
seems to us would be a poor ideal! 

Again: “I am not an adherent of the Christian 
faith because it is the only way I can save my 
soul. Frankly I believe that there are other 
ways; or rather, that there are other faiths by 
which men find the royal road to the summit.” 
It is hard to keep from anger when beside these 
words we place other words: “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me.” The house of Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons should be ashamed of publishing so 
superficial, callow, and impossible a book.—P. D. M. 


Tent and Testament. By Herbert Rix. 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York City. 
312 pages. 


1B ANG 
Cloth. 
(Price not stated, $2.00 probably.) 


This book contains the records of a camping 
tour in Palestine with some notes on Scripture 
sites. The tour was taken in 1900, and subse- 
quent study had been given by the writer, before 
publication, to the many questions of locality 
which he investigated on the spot. This is evi- 
dent from the extensive bibliography of works 
on Palestine to which he refers. About himself 
and his qualifications to deal with questions of 
Biblical geography and archeology the writer 
modestly tells us nothing, but his pages show 
him, to be a thoughtful, observant, well-educated 
Englishman, without the special training in these 
lines of such authority, for inssance, as_ his 
friend, George Adam Smith, who was in Pales- 
tine at the same time. He was hampered in his 
own special investigations in the. Jordan Valley 
and elsewhere by his poor health which ended in 
his death while this book was passing through 
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the press. The publishers have done their work 
well, but, if Mr. Rix could have seen his own 
proofs, hel would hardly have permitted his pho- 
tograph of the interior of the so-called ‘‘Gor- 
don’s” sepulchre to be printed upside down. 

A more serious handicap, however, than ill- 
health, is the writer’s readiness to surrender to 
criticism so much of the historical element in 
both Old and New Testaments. Both Jonah and 


Jacob have no existence for him, except as sur-_ 


vivals of folk-lore. ‘‘The most that we are per- 
mitted now to believe is that Abraham may be a 
genuine personal name, and that there may be a 
kernel of tradition in the patriarchal narratives. 


But that the traditional hero was actually buried 


at Machpelah cannot be afirmed.” 
ney to Hebron then, one may well ask, and 
curious enough is the writer’s answer: “though 
Jesus perhaps never traveled so far south, the 
knowledge that among the southern hills, which 
He looked upon from the heights of Olivet, there 
lay that hoary city, 
centuries, holy before Jerusalem itself was holy, 
must have entered into His consciousness and 
contributed to the creation of that awful pa- 
triotism (!) which brought Him to His death.” 

As an observer Mr. Rix sees in the conforma- 


Why jour- 


Nee 


grey with the burden of 


tion of the land and the customs of the people — 


many valuable side-lights on the Bible narratives. 
He finds a real Jacob’s well, even if he is not 
sure of a real Jacob, and we feel only sorry for 
him when the destructive results of his critical 
study oblige him “to confess with a sigh that 
even if the fiction is, as I hold, founded on fact, 
the fact is very difficult to separate from the 
fiction.” It certainly is, as all the attempts 
testify.—P. D. M. 


Torrey and Alexander: The Story of a World- 
Wide Revival. By George T. B. Davis. F. H. 
Revell Co., New York City. Illustrated. Cloth. 
256 pages. $1.00 net. 


Our personal regard for Mr. 
Alexander refrains us from expressing ourselves 
upon a work which we believe is calculated to do 
harm to two servants of God who have been 
widely used. When we say that the book is 
written in yellow journalism style, with all the 
sensationalism, bad taste and indelicacy that this 
implies, we need say no more.—P. D. M. 


Worry: The Disease of the Age. By C. W. 
Saleeby, M. D. F. A. Stokes Co., New York 
City. 312 pages. $1.35. 

This is a disappointing book. The title is 


Torrey and Mr. 


alluring and full of promise, but the book does © 


not fulfill the promise. 
many good things in it, things that greatly need 
to be said, and they are well said. 
is verbose, wandering and tedious, and on some 
of the most important of the subjects on which it 
treats, altogether superficial and inadequate. The 


book has much to say about religion, but the © 


writer apparently knows very little experimentally 
about vital religion. He comes back to the sub- 
ject again and again, but always treats it in the 
same inadequate and superficial way. He recom- 
mends religion as a cure for worry, but there is 
nothing whatever in the book to tell one how to 
get the victory over worry by religion. 

The book abounds in wild and baseless state- 
ments. It is a pity that so much good material 
should be mixed up with so much that is super- 
ficial and misleading. A book on worry is needed, 
and it is to be hoped that this book will stir 


someone up to write one that is really adequate.— © 
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But the book — 


ROUGH S FOR THEZOUIET HOUR: 


NOVEMBER, 1907. 


Friday, 1st. As one whom his mother 
comforteth, so will I comfort you. Isa. 
Leon. 13. 

The mother’s arms encircle but one; but 
Ged clasps every yearning soul to His 
bosom, and gives to it the peace which pass- 
eth understanding, beyond the reach of care 
or storm.—Selected. 


Saturday, 2nd. 
Prov. vt. 3. 


Make sure thy friend. 


Make all good men your well wishers, 
And then, in the year’s steady sifting, 
Some of them turn into friends. 
Friends are the sunshine of life. 


—John Hay. 


Sunday, 3rd. Everyone that asketh, re- 
ceweth. Matt. vu. 8. 

Many a lonely man carries empty 
niches in his heart which this life will never 
see filled again. But our Father knoweth 
what solace-we have need of. Perchance 
He has suffered the aching void to be, so 
that He may make room for Himself 
within—so that we may learn at last how 
nothing short of His own infinite leve can 
satisfy the longing soul. He has made us 
for Himself, so that no lower good can 
suffice us in His stead—Robertson Nicoll. 


Monday, 4th. To every man his work. 
Mark xi. 34. 

Perhaps the Master knows what a capital 
ploughman you are, and so He never means 
you to become a reaper, because you do 


your ploughing so well.—C. H. Spurgeon. 


Tuesday, 5th. Behold, He that keepeth 
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. Ps. 
CLK. 4. 

God never sleeps: 
Selected. 


therefore, we may.— 


Wednesday, 6th. All things that are re- 
proved are made manifest by the light. 
Eph. v. 13. 

Just as the shadow seems darker jin pro- 
portion as the light is more intense, even 
so our sense of sin becomes stronger, the 


more clearly we see into the character of 
Jesus Christ.—Selected. 


Thursday, 7th. J drew them with cords 
of a man, with bands of love. Hosea x1. 4. 


Love in his net hath taken us and bound us, 
Hath pinioned hands and feet right fast 
within, 
Our master’s mesh of gold goes round and 
round us, 
Cunningly wrought, and fairy fine and 
thin, 
To hold us in. 


O Love Divine, O larger Love, come take 
us, 
Weave Thy sweet net outside our house 
of love; 
Prisoners of Love, O Love Divine, come 
make us, 
Caught in Thy snares, and seeking not to 
rove 
Outside Thy love. 
—Selected. 


Walk before me, and be 
Gen. xvii. I. 


Friday, 8th. 
thou perfect. 

Be what you ought to be; the rest is 
God’s affair. It is for Him to kndw what 
is best.—A mel. 


Saturday, oth. The Lorp also will be 
. a refuge in times of trouble; and they 
that know thy name will put their trust in 
thee, Ps51%.0, 10: 
A man has only so much religion as he 
can command in time of trouble—Andrew 
Fuller. 


Sunday, roth. See that thou make all 
things according to the pattern shewed to 
thee in the mount. Heb. viii. 5. 


It is a fine notion of life to liken it to a 
loom. God puts on the warp in those cir- 
cumstances in which we find ourselves, and 
which we cannot change. The weft is 
wrought by the shuttle of everyday life. It 
is made of very homely threads sometimes, 
common duties, unwelcome tasks. But 
whoever tries to do each day’s work in the 
spirit of patient loyalty to God, is weaving 
the texture whose other side is fairer than 
the one he sees.—Selected. 
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Monday, 11th. As for me, I will behold 
thy face in righteousness: I shall be satis- 
fied, when I awake, with thy likeness. Ps. 
xUU. T5. 


Far out of sight, while sorrows still enfold 


us 
Lies the fair country where our hearts 
abide; 
And of its bliss is nought more wondrous 
told us 4 
Than those few words—‘I shall be satis- 
fied.” 
Thither my weak and weary steps are tend- 
ing. ‘ 
Saviour and Lord, with Thy frail child 
abide: 


Guide me towards home, where, all my 
wanderings ending, 
I shall see Thee—and shall be satisfied ! 


—Selected. 


The preparation of the 
is from the Lorp. Prov. 


Tuesday, 12th. 
heart in man.... 
4U1. I. 


Communion with God is the fittest 
preparation for all that a man can have to 
do in the world; and doing well and thor- 
cughly whatever must be done is the fittest 
preparation for further communion.—Mark 
Guy Pearse. 


Wednesday, 13th. Be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love. Rom. 
Lei, GO 

To-day is your day and mine, the only 
day we have, the day in which we play our 
part. What our part may signify in the 
great whole, we may not understand; but 
this we know—it is a part of action, not of 
whining; of love, not of cynicism. It is for 
us to express love in terms of human help- 
fulness.—David Starr Jordan. 


Thursday, 14th. J am the door; by me if 
any man enter in, he shall be saved. John 
4. 9. 
One only Door leads up to God; 
is) Chinist tis Sonk 

Faith is the key that swings it broad; 
And everyone 

Who takes this key may upward plod. 


—Donald A. Fraser. 


Friday, 15th. What man is he that.... 
desireth life, and loveth many days? Ps. 
LHW. T2, 


So teach us to number our days, that we 


may apply our hearts unto wisdom. Ps. 
IO, ME 
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It is not long days, but good days, that 
make the life glorious and happy.—Samuel 
Rutherford. 


Saturday, 16th. The Sun of righteous- 
ness shall arise with healing in his wings. 
Mal. ww. 2. 


If we have been wounded by the arrow, 
or affrighted by the terrors of the night, 
we shall be healed and comforted under 
the shadow of the Almighty. The troubled, 
frightened child, startled in the darkness of 
the night, is hugged to its mother’s breast, 
and speedily the panting, agitated little 
heart is comforted into rest again. And if 
we have been seeing things, and hearing 
things, out of their true shapes and pro- 
portions, the comforting breast of our God 
will restore us to quietness again.—J. H. 
Jowett. 


Sunday, 17th. We walk by faith, not by 
Sight. 2 Cov Ua 72 
The river seems shut in at every bend, 

But on it flows; 


And life appears to kindle and to end, 
But yet, who knows? 


The stream is never bounded by that shore 

Which our eyes view; 

As we draw near, long reaches and still 
more 

Spread out anew. 

—Selected. 

Monday, 18th. He that doeth the will of 
God-abideth forever. 1 John it. 17. 

There will be no change for him. When 
the wreck of matter comes, and the everlast- 
ing heavens are folded up like a garment, 
and laid away for their last sleep, he will 
still abide. Other things will pass away, 
but he that is doing the will of God is a 
part now of a life that shall last forever, 
of that great sweeping, flowing life that 
alone holds the world steady with all that — 
is passing and changing in it. And by and 
by, when other things shall pass away, his 
life, instead of grasping in itself the things 
that are laid aside, will find that it has laid 
hold of the things that are going to abide 
forever, that alone are worth the seeking, 


the loving, and the aspiring after—Robert 
E. Speer. 


Tuesday, roth. The path of the just is 
as the shining light that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. Prov. iv, 18 

No pure and simple life, true to itself, — 
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true to its Maker, was ever lived on this 
earth, that was not a voice on God’s be- 
half, however still and small; that did not, 
in its sincere and humble way, declare a 
hope and reveal a faith which might well 
be the evidence of things unseen.—Alexan- 
der Gordon. 


Wednesday, 20th. Blessed are they 
whose imniquities are forgiven, and whose 
sims are covered. Rom. iv. 7. 


Forgiveness is but the entrance gate to 
the blessedness that waits for us. We are 
not to sit in the porch, lame and begging; 
we are to get up, in Christ’s name, and go 
on leaping and praising God right into the 
Holy Temple.—Mark Guy Pearse. 


Thursday, 21st. This is the condemna- 
tion, that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light. John 
itt. IO. 

Stand with your back to the sun, and 
your shadow is ever before you, and you 
walk in it every step you take. Condemna- 
tion is the shadow of a sinner with back 
upon Christ. Turn your face to the sun, 
and your shadow is behind you, and you 
are ever walking out of darkness. Justifica- 
tion is the light of a soul with its face 
turned towards Christ—A. J. Gordon. 


That we might serve him 

Luke 1. 74, 75. 

Holiness is religion shining. It is the 
candle lighted and not hid under a bushel, 
but lighting the house. It is a religious 
principle put into motion. It is the love of 
God sent forth into circulation, on the feet 
and with the hands of love to man. It is 
faith gone to work.—F. D. Huntingdon. 


Friday, 22nd. 
.. in holiness. 


Saturday, 23rd. While we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen. 2 Cor. tv. 8. 


It is while we look that we learn to love. 
It is by loving that we learn to seek. And 
it is in seeking that we find and are blessed. 
—Henry Van Dyke. 


Sunday, 24th. J press toward the mark. 
Phil. iti. 14. 
Wounded? Yes, but marching, 
And singing as we go; 
Singing up to victory, 
Or death before the foe. 
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Weary? Yes, but marching, 
To bear a comrade slain 

Beyond the glare of battle 
To friendly beds of pain. 


Dying? Yes, but marching 
In spirit where they go,— 
Singing up to victory, 
Forgetful of the foe! 
—Selected. 


Monday, 25th. Joshua... . left nothing 
undone of all that the Lorp commanded. 
Josh, xt, 15. 


When you have done the best you can 
do, then trust in God for the rest; but do 
not fail in the mistake of expecting Him to 
make up for the consequences of your in- 
difference or neglect.—Selected. 


Tuesday, 26th. Behold, now is the ac- 
cepted time. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 


It is not a safe thing to leave a generous 
feeling to the cooling influences of a cold 
world. If you intend to do a mean thing, 
wait till to-morrow; if you are to do a no- 
ble thing, do it now—now!—Thomas 
Cuthrie. 


Wednesday, 27th. Give, and it shall be 
given unto you; good measure, ‘pressed 
down, and shaken together, and running 
over. Luke vt. 38. 

Give thy heart’s best treasures. From fair 


nature learn; 
Give thy love—and ask not, wait not, a re- 


turn ! 
And the more thou spendest from thy little 
store, 
With a double bounty God will give thee 
more. 
—A. A. Proctor. 
Thursday, 28th. My presence shall go 


with thee, and I will give thee rest. Ex. 
HHH. T4. 

A busy woman entered her room in the 
twilight, and went directly to her desk, 
turned on the gas, and began to write. 
Five minutes she wrote, ten minutes, half 
an hour. As she wheeled her chair around 
with a shock of joyful surprise, she looked 
squarely into the smiling face of her dearest 
friend, lying on the lounge by her side. 

“Why, I didn’t know you were here 
she cried. “Why didn’t you speak to me?” 

“Because you were so busy. You didn’t 
speak to me.” 

So with Jesus. 


? 


He is here all the time. 
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The room is full of Him, always ready to 
greet us with a smile—but we are so busy! 
—Selected. 


Friday, 29th. These are they that came 
out of great tribulation,.... therefore are 
they before the throne of God,.... and 
God shall wipe away all tears from thew 
eyes. Rev, vi. 14-17. 

I do believe that God will give 

A sweet surprise 

To tear-stained, saddened eyes; 

And that His heaven will be aart 

Most glad, most tided through with joy 

For you and me 


As we have suffered most. 
—Selected. 
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Saturday, 30th. I heard the voice of the 
Lord, saying, whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us? Then said I, Here am I, 
send me. Isa. v1. 8. 


Send me to the hearts without a home, 
to the lives without a love. Send me to 
the children whom none have blessed, to 
the famished whom none have fed, to the 
sick whom none have visited, to the fallen 
whom none have lifted, to the leper whom 
none have touched, to the bereaved whom 
none have comforted. Then shall I have 
the birthright of the first-born; then shall 
I have the blessing of the mighty God of 
Jacob—George Matheson. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOLIGS 


Ida Q. Moulton. 


THE GREED FOR GOLD. 
(November 10, Proverbs xxiii. 4, 5; Luke xii. 13-21.) 


Tradition has handed this saying of 
Christ’s down to us: “He who longs to be 
rich is like a man who drinks sea water; 
the more he drinks, the more thirsty he be- 
comes, and never leaves off drinking till he 
perishes.” 

The priests of an idol temple in India (so 
the story runs) offered Mahomond, the 
Image Breaker, a princely sum if he would 
spare a certain idol, and let them have it. 
Deaf to their entreaties he broke the idol, 
and from the shattered image there rained 
down at his feet a shower of pearls and 
other precious stones, treasures of fabulous 
value, which had been hidden within the 
image. Doesn’t this remind you of that 
saying of Christ’s, “He that loseth his life 
for my sake shall find it,’ for to some, alas 
far too many, money is not only an idol but 
life. Only he who useth his gold for 
Christ’s sake can keep it. Then down with 
our idols, shatter the greed for gold, break 
the spirit of selfishness, free your soul from 
the golden clasps of wealth and see if God 
“will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.” 

Gold has its proper place and function. 


God condemns no man who has it, neither 
does He censure a man for getting all the 
happiness he can out of life; but He does 
clearly and emphatically give us to under- 
stand that we are here to attend to His 
business and therefore must use only 
enough of the gold He gives us to pay our 
expenses. He knows there is no taking 
ease, eating or drinking in comfort or being 
merry when we are in the clutches of the 
monster, greed. Therefore, He warns us in 
the parable of the rich man to beware of cov- 
etousness. If we do not heed this warning, 
greed will surely use us for a warning. For 
sooner or later God wil! turn to the world 
the side of our goods that has upon it His 
stamp of value. He has said to greed as he 
said to the tides, “So far and no farther.” 
Penniless we came from Him and penailess 
we must go back to Him. 


WANTED: MEN FOR GIDEON’S BAND! 


(November 17, Judges vii. 2-7.) 


Gideon was faithfully performing his 
daily task. He was doing the best he could, 
with what he had to do with, and this is all 
God wants any of us to do. Note how, as 
a common day-laborer, he was developing 


just the traits that he would need as a 
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leader of the Israel hosts, heroism and cau- 
tiousness. Oh, these commonplace, dis- 
tasteful daily duties! How little we realize 
their importance and bearing upon our 
character and their effect upon the lives of 
others ! 

Gideon’s first work after his call, was in 
his own village in his father’s house. It 
was no less than overthrowing the altar of 
Baal which he did on the night of the day 
of the angel’s visit. He did this in full 
knowledge of the fact that if he were dis- 
covered he would be put to death. Suppose 
he had said: “The opposition is too strong 
it my home, and among my neighbors. I 
can’t do the thing I know I ought to do.” 
He didn’t say it, but put the word of the 
Lord over against the opposition and freed 
his people. 

As Gideon proved God’s commands by 
the kid and unleavened bread, the fleece of 
wool and a Midianite’s dream, so he wanted 
to prove his men as to their courage and 
fitness for the stupendous work before 
them. His wisdom was shown in selecting 
a-common occurrence of their everyday life, 
by which to test them. Faith and courage 
were characteristics that his men must 
have. God is watching us. He is ever on 
the lookout for the fittest men and women 
to carry on His work. The way we take 
the loss of a trifle may prove our fitness or 
unfitness for some great work He has in 
mind for us to do. 

And Gideon said, “O my Lord, if the 
Lord be with us, why then has all this be- 
fallen us?” Even Gideon as a doubter is 
attractive to us, for we see him triumphant 
ever his doubts. God can use the doubter 
and his doubts. There are intellectual 
doubts and practical doubts forced upon 
us by the awful power of sin. As George 
Adam Smith says: “Doubt that rises from 
the practical pressure of life, from the awful 
mass of labor that still lies before us, from 
the apparent indifference of the highest 
powers of the universe, though it is the most 
awful doubt into which man may enter, 
yet it is a kind that God can use. The les- 
son for us is, there is no doubt too deep 
for God to lift man out of and make him 
a man of faith and victorious energy.” 
Note this, Gideon’s doubts disappeared 
when he went to work. 
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HOME MISSIONS. THE PROGRESS OF WORK 
AMONG THE IMMIGRANTS. 


(November 24, Numbers xv. 13-16; 29-31.) 


Josiah Strong says: “The Roman Catho- 
lic vote is more or less perfectly controlled 
by the priests. That means that the Pope 
can dictate to 100,000 voters in the United 
States.” “Our Roman Catholic population,” 
says Dr. H. A. Schauffler, “has not the gos- 
pel except so far as we Protestants furnish 
it to them, and then Rome does all she can 
to deprive them of it..... I would go to 
the ends of the ea:th to plead the cause of 
our spiritually oppressed Roman Catholic 
population and to persuade evangelistic. 
Christians to give them the Word of God.” 

The story told by Jacob Riis illustrates 
how easy it is to help the stranger that 
“sojourneth with you.” A gentleman con- 
nected with one of the missionary boards 
of New York City asked Mr. Riis to put 
him in touch with some family of foreign- 
ers that he and his family might help them 
get true ideals of American citizenship. 
When Mr. Riis found such a family and 
made it known to the gentleman, he was 
astonished to find that the “head of the 
family” was a Norwegian woman, who for 
years had been scrubbing the floors of the 
building in which his offices were located. 

“The soul that doeth ought presumptu- 
ously .... that soul shall be cut off.” It is 
stated on good authority that at an election 
in one of our Western cities, the guardians 
of the ballot box were a German, a Scandi- 
navian and an Irishman, and they refused 
to let a native American vote because he 
could n’t show his naturalization papers. 
We are not to oppress the stranger, neither 
are we to allow the stranger to oppress us. 
“Every nation has the inalienable right to 
protect itself against foreign invasion, 
whether that invasion be armed or under 
the guise of immigration.” 

A home missionary pastor in Wyoming 
says he supposes that out of six thousand 
people in his town only about one thousand 
are native Americans. In making his pas- 
toral visits, in one afternoon he visited the 
homes of people who had come from the 
highlands and lowlands of Scotland, from 
England, Wales, Norway, Sweden, and 
Denmark. More than forty languages and 
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dialects are spoken in that town. But the 
word, brotherhood, can be spelt among 
these as well as among the pure-blooded 
American from  pure-blooded ancestry, 
which goes back to the pure-blooded no- 
bility of England. 
“A million immigrants, 

A million opportunities, 

A million obligations.” 

There is the million scale of immigrants. 
In the left balance are the opportunities, so 
full that it has sunk in the ground, almost 
out of sight. In the right balance are our 
obligations, or ought to be, but so many 
have washed their hands of the whole im- 
migrant question, that this scale has as- 
cended high in the air, also almost out of 
sight. Various schemes have been devised 
to bring the right balance down to its proper 
level. “Alien admission” and “alien re- 
striction” are being discussed, immigration 
conferences are being held, books about the 
“Undistinguished” and “Imported”? Ameri- 
cans are being written, but still they come 
and still our attitude towards them is “top- 
loftiness.” Our safety demands something 
stronger than talk, something more force- 
ful than conferences, something more 
powerful than books. It demands that the 
gospel shall be preached to the strangers 
within our gates. “ 

“Political optimism is one of the vices of 
the American people. There is a popular 
faith that ‘God takes care of children, fools 
and the United States.’ Such optimism is 
as senseless as pessimism is faithless. The 
one is as foolish as the other is wicked.”— 
Josiah Strong. 


THE BEAUTY AND UTILITY OF GRATITUDE. 


(December 1, Psalms iii. 1-10.) 


The soliloquy of an ungrateful man. The 
works of the Lord are “wonderful,” “hon- 
erable,” “glorious’ and “great.” Well, 
what if they are, I have to work so hard 
l can’t enjoy them! 

He hath given meat unto them that fear 
him. “TI notice I have to work pretty hard 
to get my portion.” 

He hath showed His people the power of 
His works. “Well, I wish He would show 
me some of His power by making my life 
a little easier.” 

The works of His hands are verity and 
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judgment. “But I’ve received nothing but 
injustice from the hands of my fellow men 
all my lite;” 

All His commandments are sure. “They 
may be to some people, but not to me.” 

He sent redemption unto His people. 
“Well, why does n’t He help me?” 

The blackest of sins is the sin of ingrati- 
tude. 

The soliloquy of a grateful man :— 

He hath made His wonderful works to be 
remembered. “Remembering them, my 
God, I thank Thee.” 

The Lord is gracious and full of com- 
passion. “I know it. My God, I thank 
Thee.” 

He will ever be mindful of His covenant. 
“Yes, Lord, you always have. My God, J 
thank Thee.” 

All His commandments are sure. “Lord, 
I know they are, for I proved them. My 
God, I thank Thee.” 

His commandments . . are done in 
truth and unrighteousness. “Yes, justice 
and mercy have followed me all the days 
of my life. My God, I thank Thee.” 

Holy and reverend is His name. “Lord, 
Thy name to me is above every other name 
in heaven and earth. For its exceeding 
preciousness, my God, I thank Thee. 

The whitest of virtue is the virtue of 
gratitude. 

Jacob Riis tells the story of a laborer 
who, when there was a great deal of talk 
about the danger of our gold reserve falling 
below the “danger point,” went to the sub- 
treasury and demanded to see the “boss.” 
From an old leather purse he counted out — 
$200 in golden eagles, saying that he had — 
heard that the government was in trouble — 
from not having enough gold. He said he 
owed all he had to the country, and if she 
needed it now, he had come to give it back. — 
Our country is in danger to-day. She needs 
gold as never before, to establish churches, 
schools and colleges, hospitals, and homes 
for children and aged. She needs gold to 
carry out her reforms. She needs gold to 
erect Christian levees against the tides of © 
evil that flow from the centers of her over- 
crowded cities. Can you better show your — 
gratitude for the gain you have received — 
from our Christian civilization than by 
Lringing your gold? : 
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JOSHUA RENEWING THE COVENANT WITH 
ISRAEL. 


(November 10, Joshua xxiv. 14-28.) 


Once more the veteran leader desired to 
see his people face to face. His meeting 
with their representatives was therefore fol- 
lowed, almost immediately, by a gathering 
of all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, 
where years before they had stood to- 
gether in solemn convocation, whilst from 
the heights of Ebal and Gerizim had 
rolled the Amens of the people in answer 
to the blessing and the curse. 

JosHua’s NarraTIvE. He told again the 
wonderful story of Israel’s past; begin- 
ning where God began, with their fathers 
in their native land beyond the Euphrates, 
in the dim dawn of history. 

There is nothing more salutary than to 
stand on the eminence of the years in life’s 
golden evening, and review the way by 
which our God has led us. The faraway 
home, where faces glimmer out in the 
daybreak of life’s morning, on which we 
shall not look again till the veil of eternity 
trends; the hard bondage of early life; the 
many straits and deliverances; the guid- 
ing cloud of the pilgrimage; the daily pro- 
vision for incessant needs; the human love; 
the goodness and mercy which have fol- 
lowed all our days. 

Josuua’s AppEAL. It would appear that 
the people largely maintained the worship 
of household gods, like those which Rachel 
stole from Laban. This practice was prob- 
ably perpetuated by stealth. But the germs 
- of evil were only awaiting favorable con- 
ditions to manifest themselves, and Joshua 
had every reason to dread the further de- 
velopment of the insidious taint. The 
human heart is always so willing to sub- 
stitute the material for the spiritual; and 
where the idol takes the place of God, man 
forfeits the only antagonistic force strong 
enough to counteract the workings of his 
passion. Thus in every nation under 
heaven idolatry has sooner or later led to 
impurity. Therefore, with marked em- 


phasis, Joshua appealed to the people to 
put away the’ gods which Terah and others 
of their ancestors had served beyond the 
river, and those which they had vainly in- 
voked in the slave-huts of Egypt. He did 
this first at the close of his address (14), 
and again just before the memorable in- 
terview closed (23). 

Tue Propie’s First Repty. They pro- 
fessed that they had no desire to forsake 
Jehovah and serve other gods. They 
freely acknowledged that they owed every- 
thing to Him from the exodus to the 
possession of Canaan. 

Joshuas Answer. Evidently Joshua de- 
tected some traces of insincerity in their 
voice. Perhaps he felt the unreality of 
their professions because they gave no 
sign of abandoning their strange gods. 
Had he hoped for a repetition of the scene 
that. had taken place on that very spot -so 
many years before, when, at the challenge 
of Jacob, his household gave unto him all 
the strange gods which were in their hands, 
and the rings which were in their ears, and 
Jacob hid them beneath the oak which 
was by Shechem? Did he expect that the 
leaders of the people would first bring out 
their contributions to a pile similar to that 
which, in Christian centuries, rose in the 
great square of Florence, at the summons 
of Savonarola? 

But there was no such response. The 
people contented themselves with their af- 
firmations, and Joshua was deeply con- 
scious of the unreality of profession that 
went no deeper than words. This, said he 
in effect, is no way to serve the Lord. 

Tue Prorte’s Seconp Repty. They 
were full of self-confidence, and vowed, 
come what might, that they would serve 
the Lord. There was the energy of their 
own self-will! What a commentary on 
those proud words is given by the Book 
of Judges! The very first sentence which 
follows the record of Joshua’s death in 
that book, tells us that “the children - of 
Israel did that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lord, and served the Baalim; and 
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they forsook Jehovah, the God of their 
fathers.” 

Joshua's Second Answer. “Ye are wit- 
nesses,” he said, “against yourselves, that 
ye have chosen the Lord to serve Him.” 
In other words, he appealed to them on 
the ground of their own asseverations, and 
sought to bind them to the vows they had 
made. Did he not intend to probe them 
deeper, to make them realize the solem- 
nity of the occasion, to compel them to 
face the greatness of the responsibility they 
had assumed? 

Tue Perorpte’s Tuirp Repry. “We are 
witnesses,” they cried; as in after days 
the people met Pilate’s repeated challenge 
by the imprecation upon themselves of the 
blood of Jesus. Alas, for their self-confident 
boast, for their headstrong pride of purpose! 
“By strength can no man prevail.” Soul, be 
warned, that when tkou art challenged as 
to thy resolves, thou makest thy boast in 
God; setting up thy banners in His name, 
entrenching thyself within the circle of 
His environing Almightiness. 

Joshua's Response. Further words were 
fruitless, and so he set up a memorial of 
the pledges by which the people had bound 
themselves (26, 27). 


GOLDEN TEXT: 
whom ye will serve. 


Choose you this day 
Joshua xxiv. I5. 


GIDEON AND HIS THREE HUNDRED. 
(November 17, Judges vii. 9-23.) 


The methods by which Gideon’s im- 
mense following was reduced to 300 were 
strikingly original and suggestive. There 
were needed for the conflict with Midian a 
compact force of veterans, who could be 
absolutely depended upon to subordinate 


every personal consideration to their 
country’s weal. 
The Loaf of Barley Bread. The Mid- 


ianites were a nomad race, roaming over 
the vast tract of country lying between the 
Eastern borders of Canaan and the great 
river Euphrates. They were allied to the 
Amalekites, whom Israel encountered in 
the wilderness of Sinai (vi. 3, 6). Cam- 
els, cattle, tents are the significant signs of 
the Bedouin of every age. Like locusts 
they swept the land bare in their annual 
incursions. The names of their chosen 
leaders remind us of the old Vandals and 
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Norsemen. Oreb, the Raven; Zeeb, the 
Wolf; Zebah, Immolation; Zalmunna, 
Trouble. Like the Arab chieftains of the 
present day their persons and their camels 
were decked with heavy golden ornaments, 
crescents, pendants, collars and chains; 
indeed both they and their followers car- 
ried much of their wealth in personal 
adornments. (See viii. 21-26.) Laden 
with booty, absolutely fearless of any re- 
prisals on the part of Israel whom they 
had brought “very low” (vi. 6), with but 
flimsy precautions against surprise, the 
whole vast host lay along the valley “like 
grasshoppers for multitude” (12). The 
chieftains would be in the center, their 
followers around them, and the herds of 
cattle and camels on the outer rim. 

In the dark night Gideon and his ser- 
vant went down to reconnoitre, and found 
the camp lulled in absolute security. By 
the camp fire of that motley host, with 
whom he mingled without fear of de- 
tection, he heard the dream of the barley 
cake, and the reply. The mention of his 
own name filled him with awe; he wor- 
shiped God with a rush of holy exultation; 
and crept noiselessly through the baggage 
wagons to his own men. 

It was a loaf of barley bread, not of 
fine wheat. Gideon knew it referred to 
him. The figure coincided with his own 
lowly. self-estimate (vi. 15). But what 
mattered the feebleness of the instrument, 
if the Eternal God were behind it! (See 
Isa. xli. 14-16, and 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10.) This 
was always characteristic of the heroes and 
saints of the Bible, they never regarded 
the numbers opposed to them, if they were 
sure that God was with them. 


Tue Artracx. The middle watch would 
be about midnight, the blackest hour of 
darkness. Almost certainly there was no 
moon. The watch was newly set, perhaps 
was hardly awake. The 300 were dis- 
posed in three companies of 100 each, on 
different sides of the camp; and probably 
were spread out in a single line, like the 
circumference of a circle, with some interval 
between man and man. At the sounding 
of Gideon’s trumpet in the still night air, 
each blew his trumpet and shouted the 
battle cry; and simultaneously each man 
broke his pitcher, which had concealed his 
lighted torch. From three sides of the 
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camp came the sound of the trumpets, the 
crashing of pitchers, the shouting of the 
battle cry, and the flashing of the torches. 

All the host, thinking itself surrounded, 
and exaggerating the numbers of their foes, 
“ran and cried and fled,” and to add to the 
* panic each man thought his neighbor was a 
foe, so that every man’s sword was set 
against his fellow. 

It was a glorious victory. “The day of 
Midian” in far distant days was quoted as 
the symbol of a comptete deliverance. God 
had broken the yoke of their burden, the 
staff of their shoulder, and the rod of their 
oppressor (Isa. ix.). The men of Israel in 
the first emotion of gratitude pressed on 
Gideon the crown and throne, saying: “Rule 
thou over us, both thou, and thy son, and 
thy son’s son, for thou hast delivered us.” 
But notice vill. 34, 35. 

The battle cry claims a passing notice. 
It combined the Divine and the human; 
there were not two swords, but ove. It 
was the sword of the Lord and of Gideon. 
In all Christian work, we must not expect 
God to be without man, or man to be 
without God. The sword must be wielded 
by a human hand, but that hand must be 
directed and empowered by the Spirit of 
God. If the Lord Jesus has saved you 
from the hand of your oppressor, be sure 
to ask Him to rule over you. The Saviour 
should be your King. 

Tue SpirituaL Lessons. In 2 Cor. iv. 
6, 7, the apostle surely alludes to this 
scene, when he says that God hath shined 
in our hearts to give there the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God. He adds, 
“we have this treasure in earthern ves- 
sels”; and goes on to describe the shatter- 
ing of those vessels in the daily martyrdoms, 
to which the early disciples were exposed. 
But what mattered it, so long as the light 
shone! 

Let us be sure that the true light is 
shining in our hearts; and then, however 
the shattering of the vessel may come, 
whether in small cracks or in one sudden 
collision, it will compensate us to know 
that the light is shining out of the dark- 
ness, and that the sword of Christ and 
His Church is putting to flight His foes. 

Gotpen Text: Ye shall not fear them; 
for the Lord your God he shall fight for 
you. Deut. tit. 22. 
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THE WORLD'S TEMPERANCE LESSON. 
(November 24, Romans xiv 12-23.) 


The apostle lays it down as an undoubted 
axiom, that “there is nothing unclean in 
itself.” He wanted to make it clear, that 
the old distinction between clean and un- 
clean animals had been abolished abso- 
lutely in jesus Christ. (The distinction 
between clean and unclean beasts is made 
in Num. xi.; Peter’s horror of being called 
to eat animals which were ceremonially 
unclean is described in Acts x. 14; and the 
final decision of the Church, to which Paul 
was party, is given in Acts xv. 10, 20, 29: 
xvi. 4). 

The Revised Version of Mark vii. 19, 
shows that this abolition of the distinction 
between clean and unclean was made by 
our Lord Himself. “This he said, making 
all meats clean.” Long before the de- 
cision of the Church at Jerusalem, our 
Lord had made it clear that real religion 
did not consist of these distinctions, which 
in the first instance were probably sug- 
gested by the best sanitary code for life in 
a hot country, such as Egypt or the Desert 
of Sinai. Paul, therefore, was abundantly 
justified in saying: “All things indeed are 
ciean” (14, 20). 

But in the minds of many, there lin- 
gered an uncomfortable feeling, that, after 
all, there was a real distinction between 
the clean and unclean articles of food; and 
that God would be grieved unless His peo- 
ple observed it. It might be largely a 
matter of sentiment and old association, 
which would certainly be banished, as the 
Christian mind became more enlightened; 
but the apostle advised that for the time, it 
would be well to conciliate this deeply 
rooted prejudice. 

He said plainly and distinctly: “In the 
sight of God there are no such distinctions,” 
and, “You who have been led to realize 
this, have a perfect right to eat just what 
you choose, so long as you can look up to 
God and give Him thanks (6). But another 
law comes into operation here—the law 
of love. There are some who cannot take 
this mixed diet, without being hurt in 
their consciences; but when they see you 
eating it, they do the same, against their 
conscience, lest they should appear singular. 
It will be better, therefore, for their sake, 
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to do without the dishes of oysters, hare, 
or swine’s flesh, which otherwise you might 
partake of. No man has any right to put a 
stumbling-block or an occasion of falling in 
his brother’s way. 

The apostle goes on to say that this does 
not involve the question of limiting the 
growth or progress of the more enlightened 
members of the Church. He suggests that 
if it did so, he would not ask it, but it only 
concerned non-essentials; for the Kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink, but right- 
eousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost,—“He that in these things serveth 
Christ, is acceptable to God and approved 
of men.” So long as a man is cultivating 
righteousness, and peace, and joy, it really 
doesn’t matter if he foregoes the use of 
an extended dietary. Indeed, his absti- 
nence from legitimate enjoyment will even 
promote those cardinal graces of the Chris- 
tian soul. “Let us therefore follow after 
the things that make for peace, and things 
whereby one may edify another.” 

The bearing of all this on total absti- 
nence from intoxicants is obvious. First, 
A Potnt or Dissimmarity. The apostle 
taught that it really didn’t matter whether 
a man ate food which was ceremonially 
unclean or not. It was really a matter of 
indifference. If he did not eat of it, he 
was not better; if he did eat, in God’s 
sight, he was not worse. But it must be 
remembered that alcohol is much more 
harmful than the unclean animals, which 
were forbidden to the Old Testament Jew. 

Dr. Norman Kerr says that 120,000 peo- 
ple die every year before their time, in 
Great Britain alone, as the result of their 
use of intoxicating liquors as distinguished 
from drunkenness. 

Sir Henry Thompson says, “I have no 
hesitation in attributing a very large pro- 
portion of the most painful maladies, that 
come under my notice, to the ordinary and 
daily use of fermented drink, taken in 
what is conventionally held to be a mod- 
erate quantity.” 

Since this is the nature of alcohol, the 
arguments of the apostle apply with greatly 
added force. He said: “Abstain ‘rom 
these unclean foods, not because they hurt 
you, but for the sake of others”; but surely 
if he had been dealing with alcoholism, 
and had known as much as we do, he would 
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have said: “Not for the sake of others 
only, but for your own sakes, it is good 
not to drink wine, nor anything, whereby 
thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or 
is made weak.” 

SEconpD, A Point oF STRONG SIMILARITY. 
We have seen that a young convert of weak 
faith might be tempted to do what his 
conscience disapproved, by seeing the prac- 
tice of his stronger friend, who might even 
be the pastor and guide of the Church. So, 
if we partake of alcohol as a beverage, it 
will have a pernicious effect on the young, 
the weak, and the recently reclaimed. 

The Young are more affected by our 
example than by our precept. They will 
do what we do, rather than what we say. 
It is useless to tell them to abstain from 
alcohol, because it is not good for them, if 
we habitually resort to it. We can never 
tell if the tendency to alcholism may not 
have been inherited from past generations, 
and will not awake. What myriads of 
young men have been ruined by trying to 
walk on the edge of the precipicé, where 
their elders walked with clear heads, but 
for which’ they have not equipoise enough. 

The Weak are notoriously unable to 
stand alone, and we have no right to make 
the fight harder for them. What a help it 
is, if at the dinner party, or in the mess- 
room, they are able to shelter under the 
example which older and more prominent 
citizens set. By our example we may build 
up or cast down the incipient resolution to 
start on the path of total abstinence. 
Think, for instance, of the effect on a 
young commercial man to be able to quote 
the example of a predecessor, who has 
built up a great connection without paying 
for a single glass of strong drink! 

The Recently Reclaimed. There is a 
touching story of a young officer, who came 
up to think his hostess that she had not 
pressed him to drink wine, but had her- 
self taken water, because he was just be- 
ginning to emancipate himself from evil 
habit, and must have succumbed again if 
she had not helped him. We do not know 
how many shelter under the breakwater 
of our sturdy refusal to take strong drink: 
and our example may at least make it im- 
possible to say, that total abstinence is only 
practiced by weaklings and fools. 


GoLDEN Text: Judge this rather, that 
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no man put a stumbling-block or an oc- 
casion to fall in his brother’s way. Rom. 
LARD, ITE? 

THE DEATH OF SAMPSON. 


(December 1, Judges xvi. 21-31.) 


It is well worth while to read Milton's 
Samson Agonistes before giving this les- 
son, so graphic is his picture of the blind 
hero. There was a remarkable combination 
of qualities in this Hebrew Hercules. He 
had hours of remarkable spiritual exalta- 
tion, when the Spirit of God came mightily 
upon him; but these would be succeeded 
by periods of effeminate self-indulgence, 
when he was at the mercy of passion, and 
the toy of Delilah. He was alternately full 
of savage reprisals or of sunny humor, 
which delighted in riddles and practical 
joking. The strongest of men, but the 
weakest of the weak in the presence of 
temptation. How often have men turned 
back to this strange niixture of foreign and 
conflicting elements, to find in Samson 
the counterpart of themselves. 


His ImprisonMENT. The might of Sam- 
son was rather spiritual ‘than physical. 
Probably if we had met him, we should 
have seen an ordinary looking man like 
ourselves. The artist always depicts him 
as a towering giant, with muscles of iron; 
but in all probability he was of the nat- 
ural height and proportions. The writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews tells us that 
his wonderful feats were wrought “By 
faith,’ (xi. 32); and this makes it more 
likely that there was little in his outward 
build to differentiate him from the people 
of his native valleys. 

So long as he maintained his Nazarite 
vow, he was invulnerable. The conditions 
of this vow are set out in Num. vi. 2, In 
his case they were intended to be lifelong. 
It was to get the secret of that vow that 
Delilah plied all her arts; and when she 
knew it, like Vivien to Merlin, she turned 
traitress and shaved off the seven locks of 
his head, whilst he slept upon her knee. 

Men, who are not specially remarkable 
for their gifts, are yet able to effect re- 
sults which baffle their contemporaries, and 
when strict search is made, it is found that 
they have learned the secret of full conse- 
cration. They have taken a Nazarite vow 
of ertire surrender to the service of Christ, 
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and there is nothing to hinder their re- 
ception of the full volume of His Spirit. 
They glory in their- infirmities that the 
power of Christ may rest on them. They 
can do all things in Him that strengtheneth 
them. They cry, “In the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength.” (Isa. xlv. 24; 
Phil. iv. 13.) 

How many blind people there are in the 
world, fumbling about to find the locks of 
doors, or to touch outstretched hands. of 
help, or to gather up the jewels that lie 
littered at their feet; but they cannot find 
what they seek, just because they are 
blinded through their own self-indulgence 
and passion. (Read again Shakespeare’s 
dialogue between Hubert and Prince Ar- 
thur. ) 

In the prison house, where Samson ground 
the corn, the hair of his head began to 
grow again. In penitence and brokenness 
of soul he saw his sins, confessed and 
turned to’ God, was restored and forgiven, 
and as a sign that he was restored the bushy 
‘locks of his head waxed strong and vig- 
orous again. If there should be backsliders 
studying these words, let them remember 
that it is impossible to renew them again 
to repentance so long as, or while they 
crucify to themselves the Son, of God (Heb. 
vi. 1-4, R. V.). But so soon as they repent 
and return, the locks of their hair begin 
to grow, and the old strength begins to 
flow through their souls. 

THE SCENE IN THE TEmpLe. There stood 
the image of Dagon, half man and half 
fish, and there the altar on which “a great 
sacrifice’ was offered of Philistine grat- 
itude, that their enemy was no longer able 
to harm them. The great gallery capable 
of holding 3,000 men and women was 
crowded; and now Samson was brought 
in to make them sport. Whether that sport 
consisted in those riddles for which he 
was so famous, or whether he was exposed 
to some cruel form of baiting, we cannot 
tell, but it was a sad spectacle. The like 
of it is afforded when some servant of God, 
who has fallen through drink or sin, makes 
comic jokes for his miserable companions 
in the whiskey den or place of low amuse- 
ment. 

Samson’s Dying Prayer. It was a strange 
prayer, the prayer of an untutored soul 
which had not learned the elements ot reli- 
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gion, as we understand it. There was no 
pity, no forgiveness ‘of enemies, none of 
the patience or resignation of a dying 
martyr. Just a dulled sense of suffering, 
an undying love for his land and people, 
a yearning for revenge, a willingness to 
sacrifice everything, if only he might get 
even with these mocking ‘Philistines. But 
somehow it prevailed to draw the old 
strength and might out of the Infinite. He 
knew no better, when he prayed like this; 
and it was useless to teach him better then; 
but he was remembered and helped, as he 
could not have been, if he had had our light 
and still had prayed like that. 

We are reminded of another dying man, 
ignorant, hitherto brutal, and altogether 


THE BESSON. 
Rev. Arthur T. 


JOSHUA RENEWING THE COVENANT WITH 
ISRAEL. 


(November 10, Joshua xxiv. 14-28.) 


The central thought of this lesson is a 
call to a covenant with God, and it is 
needful first of@all to define service. As 
used in the Old Testament its primary con- 
ception is obedience, unhesitating, implicit 
conformity to the declared will of God. 
The secondary idea, not less important but 
which is a resultant of the other, is wor- 
ship, which is in fact the highest form and 
expression of obedience. 

Joshua in this lesson says, “Serve him 
in sincerity and truth.’ These two words 
frequently occur together and therefore it 
is important to understand the difference 
between them. Sincerity means genuine- 
ness, reality; truth means verity. Now, one 
miay be sincere in error, like one who fol- 
lows a false conscience or a mistaken judg- 
ment, and therefore, in order to please God, 
it is necessary not only to be sincere but 
to know the truth, that our sincerity may 
not be misguided and our zeal may be with 
knowledge. 

Putting away other gods, shows that all 
idolatry is inconsistent with both obedience 
and worship—obedience, because God has 
forbidden it, and with worship because to 
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worthless, according to human estimate, 
who cried: “Lord, remember me.” He 
thought that Jesus was an earthly monarch, 
soon to rule over a material kingdom, and 
besought that he might have a share in it. 
It was very carnal and materialistic, but 
the Lord extracted the grains of gold from | 
the heap of common clay. He heard the - 
cry to be remembered; and answered it, 
not in the sense in which it was uttered, - 
but saying royally: “This day, thou shalt 
not only be remembered, for thou shalt be © 
with me in paradise.” 
“God reading right our wrong request, 
Gives what we would ask, could we see.” 
GoLpEN Text: Be strong in the Lord and 
in the power of his might. Eph. vt. ro. 


OF TEE, LESSON: 


Pierson, D. D. 


worship another god is to corrupt the wor- 
ship of Jehovah altogether. 

Again it is very noticeable that true ser- 
vice combines filial and loyal relations. It 
is rendered, that is, service is rendered to 
God as a Father in the spirit of a child; 
and to God as a sovereign in the spirit of a 
loyal subject. The idea of Divine father- 
hood comes out more clearly in the New 
Testament, but it is hinted in the Old. The 
idea, however, of God’s sovereignty per- 
vades both Testaments alike. 

Again, service includes both the outward 
and the inward life. Externally, obedience 
to His commandments; internally, the love 
of His law and the inward choice of His 
will. (Cf. Ps. xl. 7,8.) It is an obedience, — 
therefore, and service prompted by love 
rather than law, of impulsion rather than 
compulsion. 

Note again the stress in this lesson upon 
the voluntary element, the will. “Choose 
ye this day whom ye will serve.” “As for 
me and niy house, we will serve the Lord.’ 
“Ye are witnesses that ye have chosen you 
the Lord.” Service is at bottom a matter 
of choice. We do not stumble into it or 
incidentally render it. It is founded upon 
the conviction that God deserves our hom- 
age; upon affection drawing up toward Him 
in obedience. Then upon this foundation of 
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conviction and affection the choice is fixed 
in unalterable resolution. 

And notice here again the unity of the 
family appears. “As for me and my house.” 

In the Bible the family rather than the 
individual is the unit, as in the case of 
Abraham, Moses and Aaron, etc. The race 
began ii a family and as a family is the 
basis of both church and state, the unity of 
the family in God is everywhere emphasized 
in the Scriptures. 

We must not forget, however, the basis 
of the appeal for service. 

1. Gratitude for past deliverance and 
mercies. “He it is that brought us up out 
of the land of Egypt, and who did those 
great signs, and preserved us in all the way, 
and drove out from before us all the peo- 
ple.” God brought them out and He 
hrought them in, and as in bringing them 
out He repelled their pursuing foes, so in 
bringing them in He expelled those who 
usurped their land. 

2. Proprietorship. God had the right of 
possession. In delivering them He had re- 
deemed them from death as well as from 
bondage. They were a redeemed people. 
They could say, “He is our God and we 
are His people.’ He owned them by crea- 
tion, preservation and redemption. 

Joshua’s appeal is offset by a solemn 
warning. He bids them count the cost. 
Remember that Jehovah is a holy God and 
cannot tolerate disobedience—a jealous God 
and cannot tolerate idolatry. His service 
admits neither rebel nor rival. “He is a 
consuming fire.’ Whether fire is a blessing 
or a curse depends upon our relation to it. 
Tt we hold the right relation it is a blessing. 
If we put ourselves in antagonism to it, it 
destroys. Obedience demands therefore 
separation from the heathen and even from 
ancestors and associates who may imperil 
by their influence our loyalty to God alone. 


GIDEON AND HIS THREE HUNDRED. 
(November 17, Judges vii. 9-23.) 


This is a great lesson on numbers. It is 
one of two such lessons to be found in 
Scripture, the other being in Matt. XVill. 
1-20. In the latter case numbers are re- 
ferred to seven times, but never are the 
numbers greater than one, two and three. 
Here Gideon is appointed and anointed of 
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God to deliver Israel from the Midianites, 
who control a great host. Gideon has: un- 
der his control and leadership 32,000 sol- 
diers. God finds it necessary to reduce 
these numbers. He reduces the 32,000 to 
10,000, and then still further, by the sign 
given to him by the brook, reduces the 
10,000 to 300. What a surprising lesson 
that God begins the victory over the Midian- 
ites by reducing the numbers of Gideon’s 
host from 32,000 to 300, or less than one in 
every hundred. Yet with these three hun- 
dred and their lamps, pitchers and trum- 
pets, God brings dismay to the whole host 
of Midian. This is the great lesson of this 
passage. All other things in the Scripture 
lesson are illustrations and enforcements of 
this general lesson. God cares not for 
quantity, but for cuality. The large num- 
bers upon which men place so much re- 
liance may be no help, but rather a hin- 
drance, leading men to depend on the mul- 
titude of adherents and to glory in self- 
effort. All deliverance must come from 
God; the highest condition therefore is hu- 
mulity, which leads to implicit faith in God 
and implicit obedience to His commands. 

Another great lesson taught us here is 
that the means which God uses are often 
absurdly inadequate to the results, and so 
in fact they are meant to be, in order to 
show that the “excellency of the power is 
of God” and not of man. Therefore it was 
that the brazen serpent was ordained to be 
the means of healing, because it was plain 
that that brass image which could not 
sting, could not be an antidote for the 
venom of the sting. The power lay in 
God’s decree. Naman was told to go and 
wash in Jordan seven times. Why would 
not the waters of Abana and Pharpar, 
which were much more crystal waters than 
the muddy Jordan do? And when Christ 
spread the clay upon the eyes of the blind 
man, it was plain that a plaster of clay was 
more likely to irritate than to relieve, and 
to seal rather than to open the eyes. In 
these and other cases God is illustrating 
the necessity of implicit surrender to Him, 
and of recognizing all power as from Him. 

In this case the trumpet, the pitcher and 
the light within it and the shout of faith, 
were the four things used for the victory 
over the Midianites, manifestly inadequate. 
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What could a trumpet, a pitcher, a light or 
a shout do to make up for the absence of 
all carnal weapons? One with God is a 
majority, and we can well afford to do any- 
thing which He directs. 

The dream of Gideon about the cake of 
barley bread is significant. Barley bread 
was the bread of the poor. The cake 
would be about the size of a common 
paving stone and round like that. When 
it was seen to tumble among the Midian- 
itish host and smite the tent to the ground, 
it was a fine symbol to express the absolute 
meekness of Gideon in himself and the 
necessity of codperation with God to ac- 
complish any great results. 


WORLD'S TEMPERANCE SUNDAY. 


(November 24, Romans xiv. 12-23.) 


Here the duty of abstinence from drink 
is approached from a new view-point, what 
may be called the unselfish point. We are 
to think of others and their well-being and 
not of ourselves and our indulgence. We 
are to give an account, each one of himself, 
unto God, and although we are not to give 
an account of our brother, we are to give 
an account of our influence over him, 
whether for good or for evil. There is 
much. talk of independence, but strictly 
speaking, there is no such thing. In the 
body domestic, the body ecclesiastic, and 
the body politic, we are all members one 
of another. If one suffers, rejoices or is 
_ honored, all the members have to suffer 
with it and to rejoice with it and are hon- 
ored with it, hence there always must arise 
two questions :— 

1. How does anything affect me? 

2. How does it affect others? 

Max O’Rell tells a pathetic story of a man 
who became so habituated to drink that he 
lost his power to guide his hands to his 
mouth. All he could do to get the liquor to 
his lips was to tie a handkerchief around 
his neck and one end of it fast to his left 
arm while the other was fast to his right 
wrist. Then he would take hold of the cup 
with his right hand, and with the left hand 
draw down the handkerchief across. his 
shoulders, thus using it as a pulley to 
bring the cup in the other ‘hand within 
approaching distance of the mouth. 

What a solemn thing to give any counte- 
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nance to a habit which has such an en- 
slaving influence upon others. We are 
bound to consider whether what may seem 
good or indifferent to us may be evil in its 
effect even upon the weak. It is the king- 
dom of God and not our own gratification 


that we are to seek. We are to aim not _ 
only at righteousness for ourselves, but - 


peace among men. Not self-indulgence, 
but self-denial for others’ welfare. And if 
we understand God’s ethics, we shall find 
the highest joy in denying ourselves rather 
than in indulging ourselves when the effect 


of our self-denial is to prevent others from . 


stumbling and to build them up in faith and 
righteousness. 

In Ephesians iv., where we have the de- 
scription of the body of Christ, this great 
lesson is emphatically taught. So also in 
the fourteenth of Romans, our present les- 
If we at all understand the teaching 
of this passage, it is that we are to consider 
whether our indulgence puts before our 
brother a  stumbling-block, making him 
prone to offend against God or weakening 
his will power for resistance. And the pas- 
sage ends with the profound thought that 
all doubt as to the propriety of an action is 
its condemnation, for whatever cannot be 
brought within the range of faith and 
fidelity to God is sin. 


son. 


THE DEATH OF SAMSON. 
(December 1, Judges xvi. 21-31.) 


This is the only glimpse we get in this 
series of lessons of Samson. He seems to 
have been the wag of the Bible, incessantly 
playing off practical jokes, and reckless in 
his sport. He was undoubtedly a physical 
giant, with remarkable powers of body, em- 


phasized and intensified by his Nazarite re- _ 


lations to God. Both humor and strength 


were combined in him, but without moral — 


restraint to limit his humor, or moral con- 
scientiousness to guide his strength. This 
passage is the last scene in his life, and it is 
most pathetic. Here we have a blinded 
giant, bound with fetters and enslaved in a 
prison house. What a type of a man hav- 
ing the elements of greatness, in bondage 
to his own passions and in bondage to his 
enemies, the sport of those whose con- 
queror and leader he might easily have 
been. 


eae 
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Yet Samson suggests also the possibilities 
of rightly directed power. What might not 
all this physical strength and intellectual 
vigor have accomplished if it had been fully 
surrendered to God! What victory over 
others, had there been first a triumph over 
self ! 

Samson’s mistakes seem to have been 
three mainly, frivolity, sensuality and pro- 
fanity. He had little sobriety. He seemed 
to treat everything lightly and as a joke. 
His lusts were dominant. With all his 
strength, he could not control himself. He 
who could lift the gates of Gaza from their 
hinges, could not successfully struggle 
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against the evil powers within him, and 
although he was a Nazarite to God and his 
long hair was a pledge of continued faith- 
fulness to his vows, he disclosed the secret 
of his strength, and by that means lost the 
hair which was the sign of God’s codpera- 
tion. Think of a giant too weak for self- 
mastery, able to drive his enemies before 
him, yet overcome by his own worst enemy, 
himself. 

Yet how gracious God appears in this 
whole narrative, granting favor, neverthe- 
less, to one who had so shamefully sacri- 
ficed his opportunities and violated his sa- 
cred responsibilities. 


BIBLE NOTES FOR DAILY DEVOTIONS. 


NOVEMBER, 1907. 


Friday, 1st. Psalm xcv. 


Note what God is to His people as in this 
Psalm: “Our salvation,’ verse 1; “Our 
maker,” ver 6; “Our God,” ver. 7. Note 
the titles: “Lord,” “God,’ “King,” a “great 
God,” a “great King.” Note how His great- 
ness is shown by His work in creation. 
“The strength of the hills is his.” “The 
sea is his, and he made it.” “The heights 
of the mountains are his also.” (Ver. 4, 
R. V.) Note also the implication of His 
greatness and power, as shown in Israel’s 
redemption and preservation. “We are the 
péople of his pasture.” (Ver. 7.) Note 
three things said about the “hand” of God. 
It formed the earth. (Ver. 5.) It holds 
the deep places of the earth. (Ver. 4.) It 
holds His people. (Ver. 7.) So John x. 
27, 29. See from ninth to eleventh verses 
four things that God calls the attention of 
His people to “My work.” “My ways.” 
“My wrath.” “My rest.” Our salvation is 
entirely the result of God’s work for us 
in redemption, and God’s work in us by His 
Spirit. 

Note four things that the redeemed are 
requested to do. “Let us sing unto the 
Lord.” “Let us make a joyful noise to 
the Rock of our salvation.” (Ver. 1.) 
“Let us come with thanksgiving.” (Ver. 


2.) “Let us worship, bow down and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker.” If these four 
things were done from the heart in every 
prayer meeting what blessed times we 
would have. 


From Mr. Moody: 


There is more said in the Bible about 
praise than prayer. The Psalms are noth- 
ing but praise, and as David got nearer the 
end of his journey he seems to have thought 
of little else. So it is with Christians, the 
nearer they get to heaven the more they 
praise God. Everything except the heart 
of man praises God. The sun, moon, and 
stars praise Him and O, let us praise Him. 
I knew a man who always used to praise 
God under any circumstances. One day he 
came in with a severe cut on his finger and 
said, “I have cut my finger, praise God I 
did n’t cut it off.” 


Saturday, 2nd. Psalm xcvi. 


The thirteenth verse gives the key to the 
proper understanding of this Psalm. “He 
cometh, he cometh to judge the earth.” It 
is the “new song” the song of Israel’s joy 
when their Messiah is revealed to them, 
and His kingdom is established upon the 
earth. 


Ver. t. A new song, and “all the earth” 
to join in the chorus. (So Rev. v. 9 to 
14.) 
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Ver. 2. The service of God not to be 
confined to singing alone, but “shew forth 
his salvation from day to day.” Many, 
who sing in the choir one day in the week, 
do not live as saved ones on the other days. 

Ver. 3. God’s glory is in His grace. See 
“riches of glory,” and “riches of grace,” 
joined together in Eph. i., vi. vii., xii, xiv. 

Ver. 4 to 6. “God only is great.” All 
the earth shall be taught this truth. “The 
gods of the people are things of nought.” 
(R. V.) Jehovah alone is sovereign in 
Creation, Redemption and Rule. 


Ver. 7 and 8. Not often in the Bible is 
man asked to “give” to God. The “Lord 
of heaven and earth” is not “worshiped with 
men’s hands, as though he needed any- 
thing, seeing he giveth to all life and 
breath and all things.” (Acts xvii. 24, 
25.) The giving here is not really the 
bringing of anything outside of God to God, 
but the acknowledging on our part of what 
God is. We can only do this to His ac- 
ceptance when we “bring an offering,” even 
the offering He has provided, Jesus His 
Son, and our crucified and risen Redeemer. 
(So Rom. iii. 26, and Heb. xiii. 15.) 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


The Jubilee always began on the evening 
of the Day of Atonement. There was first 
given to the people a full display of the way 
of pardon, by all the ceremonies of that day. 
They were taught, and we by them are 
taught that the full atonement of Jesus,— 
His blood shed and sprinkled on the mercy 
seat, His entering in, Himself accepted and 
interceding, and His coming forth “without 
sin unto salvation”—is the foundation and 
the ground work of all other blessings. No 
external blessing can be ours, unless pre- 
viously we have been accepted in the Be- 
loved—forgiven, sanctified, made heirs with 
Christ. 


Sunday, 3rd. Psalm xcvii. 


In the ninety-sixth Psalm we have the 
announcement, “the Lord cometh.” In this 
psalm we have the condition of the earth 
after He has come. “The Lord reigneth” is 
the key. ‘‘All the people see his glory.” 
(Ver. 6.) There is judgment by fire (Com- 
pare verse 3 with 2 Thess. i. 7 and 8, and 
verse 4 with Matt. xxiv. 27), “trembling,” 
(ver. 4) and “shame” (ver. 7) for the im- 
penitent wicked, with “gladness and rejoic- 
ing,’ (ver. 8) “preservation,” “deliverance,” 
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“light” and “praise,” on the part of the 
righteous. (See verses 10 to 12.) 

Ver 2. Man cannot fathom the mysteries 
of Divine rule. A child of God knows that 
the hand of Omnipotence is ever on the 
helm, and that “all things work together for 
good.” 

Ver. 6. Compare with Eph. iii. 10. It 
will be by the redeemed and glorified church 
that the righteous ways of God in His plan 
of redemption thrcugh Christ, shall be fully 
made manifest. (So Rom. iii. 21 and 22.) 

Ver. 8. The reformers of Knox’s and 


Cromwell’s time, chanted this verse, as they ~ 
overthrew the statues of the saints and of © 


the virgin, that had been placed as obiects 
of worship in the Catholic churches of 
Scotland and England. Let everything 
so perish and be overthrown, that is put 


between the soul of man and his living, — 


glorified God and Redeemer. 
From C. H. Spurgeon: 


The glory of God is only to be seen in 
the face of Jesus Christ, and on the top of 
Tabor Moses saw the Son of God trans- 
figured, and his prayer made 1400 years 
before (Exodus xxxiii. 18) was there 
answered to its utmost bounds. Moses had 
reflected that glory of the Lord. The face 
of Moses was to God what the moon is to 
the sun. A saint shines on men when God 
has shone on him. Would you shine in 
the valley?—first go up the mount and 
commune with God. Would you shine with 
superior radiance? then be this thy fervent 
prayer—“Make thy face to shine upon thy 
servant.’ If the Lord lifts upon thee the 
light of His countenance, there will be no 
lack of light in thy countenance. 


Monday, 4th. Psalm xcviii. 


Another one of the Messianic psalms. 

Ver. 1. Note the similarity of this verse 
to the opening of the song of Moses in 
Exodus xv. 1, when the Lord led-the chil- 
dren of Israel through the Red Sea. The 


deliverance of God’s people there, is made ~ 


a type of a greater deliverance yet to come. 

Ver, 2. Salvation is made known by the 
deliverance of His people. As individual 
Christians, we should be filled with’ God’s 
spirit, and live overcoming lives “in the 
sight of the world.” 


Ver. 4 to & A grand chorus of praise 
from all the earth. “Sea roaring,” floods,” 
and “hills” joyful; “harp,” “trumpet,” “cor- 


ret,” sounding; “the world and they that — 
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dwell therein,” joining in the sublime an- 
them, “before Jehovah the King” (ver. 6). 
This is the same as the scene described in 
Neve xv. 2 and 3. 


Ver. 9. The cause and explanation of 
all this joy, “He cometh.” Surely, to all 
who love Him this must ever cause joy. 


From John Trapp: 


Ver. rt “His right hand and holy arm.” 
His is emphatical and exclusive. Christ 
alone hath done the deed, He is our sole 
Saviour. Isa. lix. 16 and Ixiii. 5. In the 


justification of a sinner Christ and faith 


are alone, saith Luther. As wax and water 
cannot meet together, so neither can Christ 
and anything else in this work. 


Tuesday, 5th. Psalm. xcix. 


The holiness of God is made prominent in 
this Psalm. In the first verse, God is de- 
scribed as dwelling between the cherubims. 
(R. V.) This was the most holy place. 
When God is given this place by His people, 
the “earth is moved.’ In the third verse, 


' the words “for it is holy’ read in Revised 


Version, “Holy is he.” So also in the fifth 
verse. In the ninth verse His people are 
called to worship at His holy hill “for Je- 
bovah our God is holy.’ This repetition of 
the word “holy” and the words of verse 2, 
“He is high above all the people,” bring 
to mind the sixth chapter of Isaiah when 
he saw “the Lord high and lifted up and 
his train filled the temple.” 

Ver. 6 to 8 Much the greater part of 
God’s revelation of Himself to Israel had 
been through Moses, Aaron and Samuel. 
Perhaps all: of the written word of God 
possessed by David had come through them. 
That David had the books of Moses, is evi- 
dent from 1 Chron. and from the 
abundant quotations in the psalms. Note 
the words, “they called, and he answered 
them.” “They kept his testimonies; thou 
answeredst them.’ And in verse 8, for- 
giveness, but chastening and discipline for 
forgiven ones, as in Heb. xii. 5 and 6. 


From Mr. Moody: 


Every one has a hope of some kind, but 
is it a true or false hope? If it is false it 
is worse than none. Job speaks about the 
hypocrite and says: “Will God hear his 
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cry when trouble cometh upon him?” Solo- 


mon says in Proverbs that “the hope of the 
unjust man shall perish.” If you have false 
hopes of heaven the best thing you can do 
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is to give them up. What- are they good 
for? Will they bear you over Jordan? Will 
they sustain you beyond the grave? But 
true hope is not in regard to eternal life. 
That is secured to us, if we are born of 
God. Our hopes are of the resurrection of 
Christ, His second coming and our resur- 
rection. It is written “He that believeth 
hath eternal life.” “All that believe shall 
rise.” That is a hope sure and steadfast. 
Some one says that joy is like a lark that 
sings in the morning; but hope is like a 
nightingale that sings in the night. 


Wednesday, 6th. Psalms c. and ci. 


Nothing but praise in the five verses of 
the hundredth Psalm. No groanings, no 
confessions, no supplications. The soul is 
occupied with God alone, and is filled with 
adoration. It is a foretaste of heaven, when 
free from sin, and delivered from self- 
consciousness, we shall be absorbed with 
God, and forget ourselves in the contempla- 


tion of our dear Redeemer and His grace. 


(So Col. i. 12 to 14.) 

Read Psalm ci. After the good look at 
the Lord in the hundredth Psalm, David 
takes a good look at himself in this Psalm. 
Fifteen times he responds to God’s truth, 
by saying what he will do. And so the 
spirit every day of our life, is ever “lusting 
against the flesh,’ and for us to “walk in 
the Spirit,” is to ever say “I will,” to His 
every invitation, to His every entreaty. 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


Sorrow for sin seems to be like the rough 
sand a man uses to rub off rust from iron; 
sorrow searches and rubs sore on the soul, 
but at the same time effectually removes 
what cleaved to the soul before. The ves- 
sel is thus rinsed of the flavor of former 
wines, and left quite clean for the new wine 
of the kingdom. Sorrow does not take 
away the sin but it takes away the taste for 
it and the pleasant taste of it. It does not 
empty out the vessel but frees the emptied 
vessel, (the pardoned soul) from the for- 
mer relish it had for earth. It is thus that 
the Lord’s children pass through fire and 
water. For this reason it is that their souls 
are tried with spiritual griefs and outward 
tribulation. 


Thursday, 7th. Psalm ci. 


One of the most remarkable of the pro- 
phetic psalms, showing forth the sufferings 
of Christ, His glory, His gathering of the 
church and His revelation to Israel. 


Ver. 1 to rz. Christ’s sufferings. Of 
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course, the personal affliction and trials of 
David were expressed in this prayer. But 
the spirit of God led him to use language 
that should describe to us the suffering that 
our Redeemer bore when He was made a 
sin-offering for us. 

Ver. 12 and 13. Note how relief comes 
in turning the thought to God. “Thou, O 
Lord, shalt endure; thou shalt arise.” 

Ver. 18. What shall be written? The 
coming of the Lord in glory to build up 
Zion. “The people which shall be created” 
is the Church. (See Eph. iii. 5 and 6.) 

Ver. 19 to 22. Christ waiting in heaven 
to come for His bride to be revealed to 
Israel as their Messiah and to deliver the 
groaning earth. 

Ver. 23 and first half of ver. 24. Christ 
to the Father, when “he by the grace of 
God tasted death for every man.” (See 
Heb. ii. 9.) The reply of the Father to the 
Son is from the twenty-fourth to the twen- 
ty-eighth verses. See this application made 
in Heb. i. 8 to 12. 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


Sufferers for Christ may be reminded 
that they are not alone in their trial. When 
Montezuma was being roasted alive by the 
Spaniards, one of his nobles who was being 
tortured with him cried out in his agonies. 
The king bade him be quiet, adding, “Dost 
thou think that I am on a bed of roses?” 
No, my friend, you are by no méans alone. 
Tribulation is no strange thing to the fa- 
vorites of heaven. Is it therefore impos- 
sible to rest? By no means. Does not our 
Lord say: “In the world ye shall have tribu- 
lations; but be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world’? The holy children enjoy 
their greatest peace in the seven times 
heated furnace. Our greatest joys swim on 
the crests of the huge billows of trouble. 
Through much tribulation we come to the 
kingdom, and even in the midst of that 
much tribulation we glory, since we enter 
into rest. 


Friday, 8th. Psalm citi. 


Ver. t. David commences with his own 
soul, and climbs higher and higher in his 
song of praise, until in verse 19, he is 
before the throne of the Lord in the 
heavens. In verse 20, he sings for a while 
with the angels, and then comes singing 
hack through the stars, and works of God 
upon the earth, and closes where he began, 
with his own soul. 

Ver. 3 to 5. Seven precious benefits in 


-liever. 1. 
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Christ, to the individual soul of each be- 


(So Acts xiii. 38, 39 and 1 John i. 7.) 2. 
Healing for all your diseases. In fullness 
now—in deliverance from power and reign 
of sin. (Rom. vi. 12.) In measure now— 
in delivering us from bodily sickness as 
may be best for our spiritual welfare and 
for God’s glory. 
16.) In fullness for both soul and body 
upon the resurrection morning. (Phil. iii. 
20, 21.) 3. Redemption. 
Rom. viii. 23.) 4. 
kindness,” in being made sons of God. 


Forgiveness for all your sins. 


(James iv. 15; 2 Cor. iv. 


| 


(Eph. i. 7 and 
“Crowned with loving 


(See 1 John iii. 1 and 2, and Titus iii. 4 te. 


7.) 5. “Tender mercies.” 


Jesus a merciful 


High Priest, touched with the feeling of 


our infirmities. (Heb. iv. 15.) 6. 
fied with good things.” Christ the bread of 
life for the soul. (John vi. 51.) 7. “Youth 
renewed.” “I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly.” (John x. 10.) 

Ver. 8 to r4. These are God’s ways. 
“Plenteous in mercy.” “Great in mercy.” 
“Removing transgression.” “Piteous as a 
father.” 


“Satis- — 


Ver. 15 to 17. A forgiving Father for | 


sinful man, and an everlasting God for 
perishing man. 


From John Trapp: 


Ver. tr. “And all-that is within me.” All 
my faculties and senses. The whole soul 
and body must be set at work in this ser- 
vice. The-judgment to set a right estimate 
upon mercies; the memory to recognize and 
retain them (Deut. vi. 11 and 12, and viii. 
14), the will, which is the proper seat of 
thankfulness; the affections, love, desire, 
joy, confidence—all must be actuated that 
our praises may be cordial, vocal, vital. 

Ver. 73. “Like as a father pitieth.” There 


is an ocean of love in a father’s heart, see 


Luke xv. 20; Gen. xxxiii. 2, 13, 14. 
Ver. 15. 
flourishes.” Take him in all his gaiety, his 


“As a flower of the field, so he 


beauty, and his bravery, he is but as a 


flower, and that not of the garden, which 


hath more shelter and better ordering, but 


“of the field”; and so more subject to heat, 


weather, pulling up or treading down. Isa. 


xl Op74 


Saturday, 9th. Psalm civ. r to 19. 


A continuation of the theme of Psalm ciii, 


Ver. 1. “Thou art very great.” 


If we. 


would take more time to meditate upon — 


the greatness and goodness of God, and 


. 


Na es 
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let the mind dwell upon His attributes of 
holiness, justice and mercy more than we 
do, our piety would improve in quality, 
and our own moral character be improved. 
A man’s conception of God must determine 
his own growth in godliness—i. e., good- 
likeness. 

Ver. 5 to 9. All that man has ever dis- 
covered in geology is in harmony with this 
concise description of creation. 

Ver. 10 to 13. While God keeps the 
waters of the seas in their place, He gath- 
ers up the moisture from them by the sun, 
and distributes it in the clouds, carried by 
the winds, over the earth, to preserve the 
life of man and beast, and to cause the 
seed to grow. 

Ver. 14 to 19. “He causeth it” is the 
simple explanation of all. 


From Mr. Moody: 


It is of little account when or where our 
conversion took place, but you can soon find 
out whether it has taken place or not. 
Some people are converted like the flashing 
of a meteor; with others it is like the rising 
of the morning sun, and you cannot tell the 
minute it was light. But if they have passed 
frem death unto life they can soon tell by 
reading the Word of God. So it is not 
necessary for us to be able to tell when or 
where the new birth took place; but it is 
very important for us to be able to say that 
we are new creatures in Christ Jesus. 


Sunday, 1oth. Psalm civ. 20 to 35. 


Ver. 20. “Thou makest darkness.’ Clos- 
ing the shutters and drawing the curtains 
around the habitation of His children, that 
they may sleep and enjoy their rest. This 
is God’s purpose in making night. 

Ver. 23. “Man goeth forth unto his 
work.” Or, at least, he should do so. 

Ver. 24. The psalmist is filled with ad- 
miration at the provision made by a wise 
and merciful God for the wants of His 
creatures, everywhere manifest. We should 
more abundantly share this feeling as we 
witness, how, with increasing population and 
added wants, fresh discoveries of the re- 
sources of our earth, as a habitation for 
man, are being discovered. Think of the 
stores of coal, petroleum and natural gas 


that have been opened up in our day, and 


of what they have added to the comfort of 
mian. 


Ver. 33 to 35. “T will 


“T will sing.” 


_ omitted 
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praise.” “I will be glad.” This is the lan- 
guage of one who has received life. 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


According to the Mosaic law, nothing 
however minute was to be left undone, if 
the Lord had commanded it. The infinite- 
ness of His holy authority is seen in its ex- 
tending from the height of His throne to 
this low descent. Holiness in what we call 
small matters is the surest test of real holi- 
ness, for it shows a proper understanding 
of the wide extent and full reach of Je- 
hovah’s holy nature and law. 


Monday, 11th. Psalm cv. 1 to 23. 


Ver. t to 6. What God would have His 
people do: 1. “Give thanks.” This, that 
is put first, is often put last, and often 
altogether. We should com- 
mence our prayers with hearty thanksgiving. 
2. “Call upon his name.” The covenant 
name of our Jehovah Jesus. 3. “Make 
known his deeds.” As you plead the name 
of Jesus, God will perform for you deeds 
of grace and mercy, in the pardoning of 
your sins and in delivering you from the 
power of sin. “Make known” these deeds 
and confess what Christ has done for your 
soul. 4. “Sing unto him.’ Be happy and 
joyful and full of praise in the’ knowledge 
of your good God. 5. “Talk ye of all his 
wondrous works.” Those who “sing psalms 
unto him” should ever be willing to talk of 
His works. 6. “Glory ye in his holy 
name.’ We cannot glory in the name of 
Jesus until we accept and trust Him as 
our Saviour, and receive by faith what God 
offers us “in his name.’ Look up a few 
passages as to what these things are and 
you will feel like glorying in His name and 
glorifying His name in your life. (Acts x. 
AS\e xaiiie) 36;1/09 Johnet, 12s Acts, iv. 12e 
1 John v. 13; John xiv. 13 and 14, etc.) 

In verse 6 see who are to do these 
things, and from verses 7 to 23 see why 
they are to do them. 


From Mr. Moody: 


Don’t let young people think it is a hard 
thing to serve God. When Christ is in the 
heart it is a delight and pleasure to follow 
Him. I will tell you where you have made 
a mistake. You have tried to serve God in 
the flesh, before you have been born of the 
Spirit, and you have failed, and you have 
kept trying and kept failing until, by and 
by, you have given up, exclaiming, “Oh, it 
is a hard thing to be a Christian!” 
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It is not only hard, but it is impossible for 
anyone to serve God in the flesh. The 
natural man is not subject to the law 
of God. The natural man is at war with 
God, he is at enmity against God. But 
when the Lord Jesus comes into the heart, 
and we have been born of the Spirit and 
have passed from death unto life, and be- 
come heirs of eternal life, then His yoke is 
easy. 


Tuesday, 12th. Psalm cv. 24 to 45. 


See in verses 8, 9 and 10 three things 
about “the covenant.” This is the key to 
the three psalms that follow. In verse 17, 
“He sent Joseph,’ because of the covenant. 
In verse 26, “He sent Moses,” because of 
the covenant. So, all of Israel’s wonderful 
history is explained because of their being 
in covenant relations to God. 


Note the use in every verse of the pro- 
nouns “he” and “his” to wit: “He” did, in 
fulfilling “His word,” “His holy promise,” 
to “His people,” “His chosen.” : 


Ver. 27 to 36. There were ten plagues 
sent upon Egypt. They are not all men- 
tioned here, neither are they mentioned in 
the order given in Exodus. “Darkness” 
came as the ninth plague, and was followed 
by “death.” Here “darkness” is mentioned 
first. We can see the purpose as being an 
explanation of the folly of the Egyptians 
in fighting against God. Satan blinds men 
by pride and love of sin, so that they act 
like fools in their relation to God.and His 
truth. (See 2 Cor. iv. 4.) 


Ver. 37 and 38. Pharaoh’s power vain 
to keep them; they came forth, with wealth 
and strength, and left a wailing and impov- 
erished country behind them. 

Two reasons given for their redemption: 
Ist. His promise to Abraham. 2nd. That 
they might serve God and keep His laws. 


From John Trapp: 


Ver. 39. “He turned their waters into 
blood.” A just hand of God upon them for 
their cruelty in drowning the Hebrew in- 
fants, and a real forewarning, if they could 
have seen it, of the death of their first 
born, and their final overthrow in the Red 
Sea. 

Ver. 39. He spread_a cloud.” It must 
needs be a very large one, that could cover 
such an army from the extraordinary heats 
there. 

Ver. 40. “And satisfied them with the 
bread of heaven.” Never was any prince in 
his greatest state so served as these mis- 


Record of Christian Work. 


creants were; and yet we fare better than > 
- they in God’s ordinances. 
“And gave them the lands of | 


Ver. 44. 


the heathen.” God doth not His work to 


the halves, but will perfect that which con- | 


cerneth us. (Ps. cxxxviii. 8.) 

“And inherited the labor of the people.” 
Their cities, towns, villages, fields, vine- 
yards, all done to the hands of the Israel: 
ites. : 


Wednesday, 13th. Psalm cvt. 1 to 23. 


In Psalm cv. we have what “he” did; 
while in Psalm cvi. we have what “they” 


\ 
| 


did. The one is all of God’s covenant anc | 


mercy, and the abundance of His power fos 
the deliverance and salvation of His people. 


the other is all ‘of Israel’s failure and sin | 


through unbelief. 
Ver. 


1 to 5. The rehearsing of God’s 


works in the redemption of Israel, leads to 


the utterance of “Hallelujah.” In verses 
4 and 5 the writer longs for a personai 
blessing, as one of God’s covenant people. 
“Remember me,” “visit me with thy salva- 
tion.” “That I may see,” “that I may re- 
joice,’ “that I may glory.” “The good of 
thy chosen, the gladness of thy nation, with 
thine inheritance.’ He does not expect 
personal blessing until the covenant is ful- 
filled to the nation, in the coming of 
Messiah. 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


We all know that it is possible for a 
child of God to be cherishing unawares some 
idol, or indulging, like Eli, a too easy tem- 
per. Or he may be rash in his words, or 
frowning in his looks, where Jesus would 
only have looked on in grief. He may be 
cherishing pride, like Hezekiah (Isa. 39), or 
exhibiting blind zeal as the sons of Zeb- 
edee. He may ke unawares substituting 
labor for fellowship with God, working 


without: love, and. suffering without faith 


in exercise. Prejudice against particular 
doctrines may be his secret sin; or wrong 
motives may be -influencing him to right 
deeds. 
lievers may be pervaded by some such sin. 
A whole church may be in this state. It 
may be denying some great truth in theory 
or practice. It may be shutting its eyes to 
some great truth or winking at some ‘heresy. 
These secret sins may be keeping God from 
blessing the whole people, though he biesses 
individuals. 


Thursday, 14th. Psalm cvi. 24 to 48. 


Ver. 24. “They despised the land of 
desire.” (See margin.) To despise what 


Even a whole community of be- 


} 
: 


7. 


ae ee ait 
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God in love and wisdom provides for our 
highest good is a grievous offense. When 


a father provides for his son proper food 
: onto 
and raiment, and proper training, and he, 


because of an evi! heart, a proud will, and 
a perverted taste, despises it all, it is a 


grievous thing. This is the universal sin 


_ His Son Jesus Christ. 
will not come to me that ye might have 
- life.” 
lusted for Egypt. 


of man against God, in their treatment of 
So Christ says, “Ye 


Israel despised Canaan because they 
Lusting for Egypt and 


 despising Canaan, they were filled with un- 
belief, as to what God said of the goodness 


and beauty of the land, and filled with dis- 


trust as to His power and willingness to 


bring them into it. 


Ver. 25. “They murmured and diso- — 
beyed.”’ 
Ver. 28. “They joined in adulterous 


heathen worship.” 


peals to faith, not to imagination. 


“Why? 


Ver. 32. Rebellion at Meribah. 

Ver. 34. God’s judgment not executed 
upon the heathen. We can never put down 
sin in the world, until we first have it put 
away from our own hearts. 

Ver. 35 to 39. Not destroying sin in the 
land, as God had commanded, they were 
destroyed by it. 

Ver. 40 to 43. “Therefore,” punishment. 

Ver. 44 to 48. “Never the less.” “Cove- 
nant.” Mercy and salvation—with “Hal- 


lelujah” to close. 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


God’s work is fact, not fiction: it ap- 
If you 
come to Christ, He will not deceive you; 
His blessings are not dreams. Even the 
ungodly shall be obliged to see that God 
has made a change in you. When they 
see your new life, they will say: “Here is 
something good, the like of which we never 
saw in him before.” Come, I pray you, 
and take Christ to be your all; and He 
will be, in very truth, all that you need. 
Trust Him with your sin, and He will bring 
real pardon. Trust Him with your trouble, 
He will give you perfect rest. Trust Him 
with your evil nature, He will deliver you. 
He is no pretender to deeds He does not 
pe-form. 


Friday, 15th. Psalm cvu. 1 to 22. 


“Give thanks unto the Lord.” 
“For he is good.” How much is 
contained in that one word! Pure love, 
pure benevolence, disinterested goodness, 


Ver. 1. 
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and unswerving, unchanging justice and 
truth. “Give thanks unto the Lord.” Why? 
“For his mercy endureth forever.” He did 
not show mercy to you ten years ago, with 
the intention of casting you off to-day. It 
is mercy, first, last, and all the time.” 

Ver. 2. “Let the redeemed of the Lord 
say so.” Who shall say it, if they do not? 
They are redeemed, that they may say so. 
How can one who truly accepts of redemp- 
tion in Jesus Christ, not gladly and at all 
times say, “The Lord is good, his mercy 
endureth forever”? é 

Ver. 3. From whence He gathered them. 
(So Luke xiii. 29.) 

Ver. 4 and 5. Their condition when He 
found them. Matt. xi. 28. 


Ver. 6 and 7. What they did; “cried 
unto the Lord.” What He did; “delivered 
them.” “Led them by a right way.” 

Ver. to. Condition of the impenitent. 

Ver. rz. Cause of their condition. 

Ver. 12. Chastening, to lead to repent- 
ance. 

Ver. 13. Effect of God’s dealing with 
the soul. 


Ver. 14 and 16. The answer to the cry. 
Compare with verse 10. 

Ver. 20. Fulfilled in John iti. 16. 

Ver. 22. Confession of Christ. 
Heb. xiii. 15.) 


From Mr. Moody: 


A man got up in one of our meetings 
and said he had been forty-three years 
learning three things. First, he could n’t 
do anything toward his own salvation. 
Next, that God didn’t require him to do 
anything. Third, that Christ had done it 
all Himself. A little child can learn those 
things, 1f it will. 


(So 


Saturday, 16th. Psalm cvii. 23 to 43. 


Ver. 23 to 27. We can see, as we read 
these graphic words, the shipwrecked mari- 
ner, lifted helplessly upon the crest of the 
billows, going down into the depths, and 
tossed like a feather upon the foaming, 
surging waves. How little, insignificant, 
and weak the strongest man is made to 
feel, when in the grasp of the mighty power 
of God, out upon the sea. Well may the 
fishermen of Brittany pray, “Help me, O 
God, for thy sea is so large, and my boat is 
so small.” 


Ver. 28. Then they cry unto the Lord. 
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When? Then their pride is gone, because 
of trouble, and they “are at their wits’ 
end.” (Margin, “all their wisdom is swal- 
lowed up.) 

Ver. 29 and 30. The answer to the cry. 
Note that God’s deliverances come just 
according to man’s need, whether on land 
or sea. Four times, as in this Psalm, we 
have a description of God’s dealings with 
men, to bring them to cry to Him, and 
four times we have what he did in answer 
to their cry. 1. In verse 7, “He led them 
forth by the right way,” etc. 2. In verse 
14, “He brought them out and brake their 
bands.” 3. In verse 20, “He sent his 
word and healed them.” 4. In verses 29 
and 30, “He maketh the storm a calm; 
and so he bringeth them into their desired 
haven.” 

Ver. 31. 
liverance. 

Ver. 42 and 43. This is the purpose and 
end of God’s dealings with men, in His 
providence. 


Fourfold praise for fourfold de- 


From John Trapp: 


Ver. 28. “Then they cry unto the Lord.” 
Then if ever; hence that speech of one: 
He that cannot pray, let him go to sea, 
and there he will learn. 

Ver. 30. “Then they are glad, because 
they be quiet.” All is hushed on the sud- 
den, as Matt. viii. 26, both their fears and 
the sea’s outrages being quickly reduced 
to a peaceable period. 

Ver. 37. “And sow the fields.” These 
are noble employments, such as the ancient 
patriarchs were much in, and the most 
honorable among the Romans. Our fore- 
fathers, if they could call anyone a good 
husbandman, thought it praise enough, saith 
Cicero. 


Sunday, 17th. Psalm cviii. 


Ver. t and 2. Note David’s plan for 
tuning his orchestra for the worship of 
God. He commenced with that which most 
musicians neglect—his heart. “O God, my 
heart is fixed.” When this was the case he 
found it easy to sing, and his singing was 
acceptable to God, and profitable to man. 
“I will sing .... even with my glory.” 
That is, with his tongue. The gift of 
speech is the highest of the faculties our 
Creator has bestowed upon His creatures. 
We should use it for His glory Who gave 
it to us. 


Ver. 3. David was not ashamed to be 
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“Among the nations’ (Gentiles). 


found praising his God before a large au- ! 
dience. “Among the people” (Israel). | 


Ver. 4 and 5. With such a view of the | 
height of God’s mercy and truth, no won- 
der that David wanted to “tell it out among | 
the nations.” As we look up to Christ in | 


glory, we have the same desire. 4 


Ver. 6 to 13? of this Psalm are repeated © 
in Psalm lx. 5 to 12. “Thy beloved” re- 
fers both to Israel, for whose victory David 
prayed, and to the Messiah for Whom the 
Holy Ghost, through David, prayed. (Rom. 
viii. 26.) 

Ver. 10. David was at war with Edom. | 
From 2 Sam. viii. we gather that David 
was at this time at the height of power and 
fame, and at the head of a victorious army. © 
Yet, see the verses 11 to 13, how utterly he 
depends upon God, and how entirely he 
gives God the glory. 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


Our private walk must be under the 
Lord’s eye. It is not abroad only, in public, 
but it is alone, and before our household, 
that the Lord’s will must be done. In the 
apparently trifling things of domestic ar- 
rangements we must regulate our actions 
by a regard for the all present, holy Je- 
Noval eae In all things we must have our 
hearts watchful, and our eyes awake, to 
discern between the holy and the unholy. 


Monday, 18th. Psalm cix. 1 to 20. 


Ver. tr. “God of my praise.” See in © 
Deut. x. 21, where David found this ex- 
pression. See also Jer. xvii. 14. The argu- 
ment of the prayer is, “As I have praised 
thee, O Lord, as my Redeemer and my 
deliverer, appear now for my help.” 


Ver. 2 to 5. We are told in Acts i. 169 
and 20, that “the Holy Ghost by the mouth 
of David” speaks in this Psalm concerning — 
Judas. (Ver. 8, etc.) We must therefore 
apply the whole of the Psalm to Jesus. The 
verses have described Him when He hung 
upon the cross. 


Ver. 6 to 20. A person spoken of in 
every verse. That David was speaking in 
a vindictive or malicious spirit cannot be 
accepted in the light of Acts i. 16. By that 
passage we learn that David was not the 
author of this Psalm. “The Holy Ghost 
spake by the mouth of David.’ David as 
a man, no more knew what he was writing 


ee 


‘ 
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here, than he did in the Psalm that follows; 


- and he is to be no more held responsible 


_ 


7 


for the utterance here of God’s judgments 


_ against the incorrigibly wicked and impeni- 


tent, than Paul or John in 2 Thess. ii. and 
Rey. xix., where the punishment and over- 
throw of the same wicked person is de- 
scribed. 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


Our Lord learned in the school of obe- 
dience toward God. The Ruler of Heaven 
and Earth learns obedience—how wonder- 


_ ful! He Who speaks, and legions of angels 


- 


‘ 


fly at His command—is it His to obey? 
When He was here on earth in the fashion 
of a man, He learned obedience. Have 
you and I ever learned that lesson? 


Tuesday, roth. Psalm cix. 21 to 31. 


Ver. 2t. “For thy name’s sake.” Connect 
this with verse 1, “God of my praise,” and 
with verse 26, “Jehovah my God.” The 
name for us is Jesus. So, in our battle 
with temptations, and our struggles to 
overcome the flesh, we should plead, “for 
thy name’s sake.” 

Ver. 22. No argument like this to pre- 
vail with God. It goes right to his heart, 
like the cry of a hungry child to the heart 
of a mother. Let us remember Christ on 
the cross as the One of Whom the Holy 
Ghost is speaking, as we read the words, 
“my heart is wounded within me.” 

Ver. 23 to 25. David, and all the saints 
who have battled with sin and witnessed 
for God, upon the earth, have felt some 
measure of the grief here described, but 
Christ only, in His sufferings for us, en- 
tered fully and wholly into all that is im- 
plied of desolation and intense suffering. 

Compare verse 25 with Matt. xxvii. 39. 
“They that passed reviled him, wagging 
their heads.” 

Ver. 30 and 31. How to praise; where 
to praise; and why to praise. If Christ be 
at our right hand we cannot be condemned 
and we shall not be moved. (See Heb. vi. 


18-20.) 


From Mr. Moody: 


It is the privilege of every child of God 
to be revived all the time. That is what 
we want. In the primitive days there were 
added daily to the Lord such as should be 
saved. If we abide in the Lord there will 
be just such results now. The trouble lies 
in our going away from the Lord so He 
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cannot use us, and we cannot bring forth 
fruit. How are we to abide in Christ? 
Study the Word of God. It is the only 
book that tells about Christ. If you want 
to know about Christ, study in its pages 
about His life, His character, His acts. 
Find out who He is and what He is. The 
man that is abiding in Christ would rather 
be with Him than with the world. 


Wednesday, 20th. Psalm cx. 


Ver. x. Three times this verse is re- 
corded by the Holy Ghost in the New Testa- 
ment. Once from the lips of our Lord 
Jesus, once from the lips of Peter, and 
once from the pen of Paul. “A threefold 
cord cannot be broken.” “At the mouth of 
two or three witnesses shall the matter be 
established.” (See Matt. xxii. 44; Acts ii. 
34; Heb. i. 13.) These references establish 
beyond any peradventure of doubt or ques- 
tion, that the Holy Ghost, through David, 
here speaks of Israel’s Messiah as being 
David’s Lord (7. e., His God Divine, and 
te be worshiped), and that Jesus of Naz- 
areth, the crucified One, in His resurrection 
from the dead and ascension into heaven, 
fulfills the prophecy. (See Acts iii. 21.) 

There is a threefold reference to verse 
4 in the New Testament. (Heb. v. 6; vi. 
20; vii. 17 and 21.) Without Christ, it is 
dark and mysterious, and cannot be un- 
derstood. With Christ as its focal point, it 
is full of light, very simple, and easily 
comprehended. - 

Ver..5 to 7. The coming of Christ to 
set up His kingdom. 

See Judges vii. 5 and 6 for last verse. 


From John Trapp: 


“A psalm of David,” concerning Christ. 
So saith Christ, Himself, Matt. xxii. 44, and 


. His apostles, 1 Cor. xv., Heb. vii. and x. 


Ver. rt. “The Lord saith unto my Lord.” 
In this one verse we have a description of 
Christ’s person, His wars and His victory. 

Ver. 2. “The Lord shall send the rod of 
thy strength.” That is the gospel, that 
sceptre of Christ’s kingdom, that power 
of God to salvation, unto as many as be- 
lieve, mighty through God to work won- 
ders, 2 Cor. x. 5; Acts xx. 20-32, even the 
preaching of Christ’s cross. 

Ver. 3. “Thy people shall be willing.” 
All Christ’s subjects are volunteers, free- 
hearted, like those isles that wait for 
God’s law. Zech. viii. 21. They love to 
be his servants. Isa. lvi. 6. 

Ver. 4. “After the order of Melchize- 
dek.”’ Melchizedek was a king and a 
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priest. Christ was more, a prophet, priest 
and king. These offices never met all 


three in one but in Christ alone. 
Thursday, 21st. Psalm cxt. 


This and the two following psalms are 
called “Hallelujah .Psalms.” 


Ver. 1. How, and where, and whom, to 
praise. The word “church,” in the New 
Testament, means “assembly.” (Acts xix. 
39 with xx. 28 same word.) (See Heb. x. 


25 and Heb. xii. 23.) The true church of 
Christ, gathered at the table of the Lord, 
are the “assembly of the upright,’ and 
should ever be the place of praise. 


Ver. 2. His work in the salvation of 
His people specially referred to. Ist. 
“Mindful of his covenant.” (See verse 5.) 
God loves to have us remember His prom- 
ises, and to put faith in the covenant of 
grace. By this is meant God’s pledged 
word, that on the ground of the sacrifice of 
Christ, He will pardon and sanctify all who 
accept Christ. (Heb. x. 16 and 18.) 


2d. “He sent redemption unto his peo- 
ple.” (Ver. 9.) (So Gal. iv. 4 and 5, and 
John iii. 17.) 

3rd. “His work is honorable and glori- 
ous.” (Ver. 3) “Giving thanks unto the 


Father, who hath made us meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light .... and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of the Son of his love.” (Col. i. 
12 and 13.) Surely, this “is honorable and 
glorious.” 


4th. “He hath given meat unto them that 
fear him.” (Ver. 5.) “He that eateth me 
shall even live by me.” (John vi. 57.) 


5th. “A good understanding have all 
they that do his commandments.” (Ver. 
10.) Surely, “the works of the Lord are 
great.” Let us have pleasure in them, and 
seek by the study of His word, to know 
them. 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


Hardness of heart and a corrupt na- 
ture cause us to sin unperceived. But here 
again the form of the Son of Man ap- 
pears! Jehovah, God of Israel, institutes 
sacrifice for sins of ignorance, and thereby 
discovered the same compassionate and con- 
siderate heart that appears in our high 
priest, who can have compassion on the 
ignorant. (Heb. vy. 2.) 
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Friday, 22nd. Psalm cxii. 


In Psalm cxi. we have God’s work for a | 
believer. In this psalm we have a believer's 
work for God. 7 

lst. He fears the Lord. (Ver. 1.) Nota | 
slavish terror, but a filial fear that springs 
from forgiveness accepted, and from rev- 


erence and love, a fear to displease or dis- — 
honor so good a God. 
2d. 
commandments.” 
him, he makes confession, and pleads the 
blood of the atoning sacrifice for justifica- 
tion and seeks for daily grace, to be con-. 


eous will of God. 
3rd. “He is gracious, full of compassion © 


and righteous.” (Ver. 5.) This, in all of his © 


relations to his family and his fellow men. 
Kindly, sympathetic, and just, paying his 
debts and keeping his promises. 

4th. “He showeth favor and lendeth.” 
(Ver. 5.) This, when a neighbor is in dif- 
ficulty, and not taking advantage of his 
necessities, to exact usury. 

5th. “He will guide his affairs with dis- 
cretion.” (Ver. 5.) He will not help on 
every worthless tramp that appeals to him, 
in ways of vice, by giving him money for 
drink, and he will not lend his credit to 
speculative friends for gambling purposes. 

6th. He will take delight in ministering 
to the unfortunate poor, and to disperse of 
the means God gives him (see verse 3) to 
kelp on God’s cause on the earth. Note 
twelve precious promises to those through 
whom God’s grace is thus manifested. 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


“Alas,” cries one, “I wish I had the rest 


you speak of, but I cannot find it, though I ~ 
Hearken to ~ 


study hard and work much.” 
a parable: 

A little bird of the air found itself in a 
church. It was anxious to find its way — 
into the open air, and so it flew aloft among 
the great timbers of the roof, where it was 
half buried, and almost blinded by the ~ 
dust which lay thick on the beams. There 
were no seeds, nor fruits, nor waters in 
that dry and thirsty height. It then made 
a dash at the window, glorious with many 
colors; but it found no way of escape. It 


tried again and again, and at last dropped 


stunned upon the pavement of the aisle. 
When it recovered itself a little, it did not 
again fly aloft, but seeing the door open 


upon the level of the floor, it joyfully flew 


bes 


“He delighteth greatly in God’s | 
Where they condemn ~ 


4 


formed in life to the holy, just, and right- — 
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through it into the open country. You are 
that bird. Your pride makes you deal with 
high things up there in the roof. Among 
the lofty mysteries you are blinding your- 
self. There is no escape for you there, nor 
rest, nor even life. You seek a way through 
the glory of your own painted righteous- 
ness; this will be death to you, if you per- 
severe. Drop down upon the floor of hon- 
est confession and lowly penitence. Come 
to the ground by self-humiliation. When 
you get lower ideas of yourself, you will 
see just before you the open door, Christ 
Jesus. As soon as you see Him, use the 
wings of simple faith, and you are at lib- 
etty, and no more a captive doomed to die. 


Saturday, 23rd. Psalms cxiu. and cxiv 


Ver. 1 to 3. “Praise, O ye servants of 
the Lord.” Those serving within the tem- 
ple ministering in holy things. It is ex- 


pected that those who are nearest to God_ 


and know most of Him, should be most full 
of His praise. The planets that give most 
light to the earth, are those that are near- 
est to the sun. The ministers and workers 
should be careful to cultivate the spirit of 
praise. Note “the name of the Lord,’ men- 
tioned in each of these three verses. In 
Phil. ii. 10, we have the same name of 
Jesus, as the one to whom “every knee 
shali bow and every tongue confess,” ful- 
filling verse 3. 

Ver. 9 refers to Israel, and is explained 
by Isaiah liv. 5 to 8. 

Psalm cxiv. God’s glorious manifestations 
in the past brought to mind, and His acts 
of power and mercy rehearsed, to strengthen 
faith and enlarge expectation for coming 
glory. 

Ver. 3 and 4. Sea, mountains, river, and 
hills, saw the presence of their God, and 
recognized their Creator. How suggestive 
that when God appeared for our redemption 
on the cross, as He appeared for Israel’s 
redemption in Egypt, there was again the 
trembling of the earth, and the shaking of 
the mountains. : 

Ver. 7. (See Rev. xvi. 20.) When Christ 
comes in judgment. “Every island fled 
away and the mountains were not found.” 


From Mr. Moody: 


Some men want us to give up the Bible, 
as we have men of culture, of science, of 
literature now, and its value has decreased 
for the people of our day. What are they 
going to give us in its place? O, how 
cruel infidelity is to tell us to give up all 
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the hope we have, to throw away the only 
book which tells us the story of the resur- 
rection. The Bible of our fathers and 
mothers is true and the good old way is 
true. When man comes and tries to draw 
us from the old way to the new way, it is 
the work of the devil. But men say we 
have outgrown this way. Why do not men 
outgrow the light of the sun. They should 
not let the light of the sun come into 
their buildings; they should have gas. The 
sun is old, and gas is a new light. There is 
just as much sense in this as to take away 
the Bible. 


Sunday, 24th. Psalm crv. 


Ver. t. See Ezekiel xxxvi. 32, why they 
should repeat this cry, “not unto us.” The 
greed for glory is in us all. We love the 
praise of men, and in our service of God 
we limit Him in the power He entrusts to 
us, because we take glory to ourselves in 
the use He makes of us. It is a grievous 
sin, and calls for great humiliation upon 
the part of all of God’s children. There is 
but one way to overcome it, and that is by 
seeking, from personal and persistent ap- 
plication to our Lord Jesus, to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. As He fills us, He 
has His way with us and keeps Christ so 
before us that we forget ourselves, and seek 
only His glory. 

Ver. 3. Though clouds obscure the sky, 
the sun still shines. Though the Lord may 
withdraw His comforts from His people, to 
chasten them for sin, He does not change 
His covenant. Though wicked men may 
seem to rule the earth, “God is in the 
heavens” and their prosperity and power is 
but short-lived. 

Ver. t2 to 18. Reasons for trusting and 
obeying the Lord. 1. “He hath been mind- 
ful of us-? 2. “Hie will bless us. 3. “He 
will increase us.” 4. “He will bless our 
children.” 5. “He has given the earth as 
the inheritance of his people.” 6. To bless 
the Lord and praise His name, is an evi- 
dence of life. “The dead praise not the 
Lord.” “But we will bless the Lord for- 
evermore.” (See John iii. 36.) 


From John Trapp: 


Ver. 4. “Their idols are silver and gold.” 
Take them at the best, they are no better, 
and what is silver and gold but the gar- 
bage of the earth. 

“The work of men’s hands,’ and there- 
fore they must needs be goodly gods, when 
made by bunglers. 
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Ver. 9. “O Israel, trust thou in the 
Lord,” whatever others do (Josh. xxiv. 15), 
and the rather, because others do not! the 
worse they are, the better be ye. 


Ver. 12. “He will bless the house of Is- 
racl.” Not help and keep them only, but 
bless them with the blessings of both lives. 


Ver. 14. “You and your children.” The 
care of whose welfare prevaileth far with 
religious parents, and sitteth close upon 
their spirits. 


Monday, 25th. Psalm cxvi. and cxvii. 


Ver. t and 2. “I love the Lord.” Ii 
one has grown cold, and there be no re- 
sponse, or if love has never been awakened 
in any heart, meditate upon the word, “Be- 
cause.’ If the Lord has not heard your 
voice and your supplications, go to Him at 
once with your burden and let Him hear 
them. His ear is inclined towards you, as 
you come in the name of Jesus, as truly as 
it was towards David. Have no thought of 
ever turning from Him. Say with David, 
“Therefore will I call upon him as long as 
I live.” If you do this, all of the blessings 
of this beautiful Psalm will follow you as 
long as you live. 


Ver. 3 and 4. Chastened by God to be 
made partaker of His holiness. Light is 
best appreciated by those who have for a 
time been deprived of it. The comforts of 
God are most cherished by those who have 
tasted the pains of hell. 


Ver. 5 to 9. “This is life eternal, to 
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent,” said our 
Lord in John xvii. 3, and here we have a 
soul brought by its distress, its sinfulness, 
and sense of need, to know the “gracious,” 
“righteous,” and “merciful’’ God, Who de- 
livers, comforts and upholds His people. 


From Samuel Rutherford: 


“Be content to wade through the waters 
betwixt you and glory with Him, holding 
His hand fast; for He knoweth all the 
fords. Howbeit ye may be ducked, yet 
ye cannot drown, being in His company, 
and ye may, all the way to glory, see the 
way bedewed with His blood, who is the 
Forerunner. Be not afraid, therefore, when 
ye come even to the black and swelling 
river of death, to put in your foot and wade 
after Him; the current, how strong so- 
ever, cannot carry you down the water to 
hell. The Son of God, his death and res- 
urrection, are stepping stones and a stay to 
you. Set down your feet by faith upon 
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these stones, and go through as on dry 
land; if ye know that He is preparing for 
you, ye would be too glad. He will not 
(it may be) give you a full draught till 
ye come up to the well head and drink, yea 
drink abundantly, of the pure river, of the 
water of life, that proceedeth out from the 
throne of God, and from the Lamb. Tire 
not, weary not; when ye are got up thither, 


and have casten your eyes to view the- 


\ 


golden city, and the fair and never wither-_ 


ing tree of life, that beareth twelve manner 
of fruits every month, ye shall then say, 
four and twenty hours’ abode in that place 
is worth three score and ten years’ sorrow 
upon earth.” : 


Tuesday, 26th. Psalm cxrviu. 


Ver. 1 to 4. Note in Psalm cxv. 9 to 11, 
“Israel,” “the house of Aaron,’ and “the 
people” exhorted to “trust in the Lord.” 

In this Psalm, because their deliverance 
has come, they are exhorted to give thanks. 
It is a psalm full of praise. The trials are 
all. spoken of as in the ‘past. Ver 
5, 11 to 13, and 18. What Christ endured 
for our redemption is here indicated, and 
what God did in raising Him from the 
dead, here foretold. Ver. 22 and 26, as ap- 
plied by the Holy Ghost in the New Testa- 
ment, furnish the key for the whole 
Psalm. The twenty-second verse is ap- 
plied in Acts iv. 11 to the resurrection and 
exaltation of Jesus. In Matt. xxi. 42, our 
Lord makes a remarkable use of the pas- 
sage to the Jews, showing that in their re- 
jection of Him, their national edifice would 
be left to crumble away. Ver. 26 is quoted 
in Matt. xxi. 9 and xxiii. 39. The name of 
Jehovah occurs twenty-eight times and the 
name of God, three times in the Psalm. 
Jehovah is Jesus and Jehovah is God. 
(Ver. 27.) 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


True religion is no new thing. Your 
mother was saved, you could not dou >t it. 
Be saved in the way which led your mcther 
safely. If there. be a new way, I would — 
not try it; one cannot afford to play ex- 
periments with the only soul he has. The 
moderns have struck out a new path alto- 
gether; their road is both new and broad. 
What! were the saints of former ages all 
mistaken? The martyrs—did they die for 
a falsehood, and shed their blood for doc- 
trines which criticism explodes? The men 
of whom the world is not worthy, were they 
all the dupes of theories which time has 
disproved? Were the old-fashioned be- 
lievers all wrong? 


Their lives and their 
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deaths prove that they were right. We 
shall be wrong if we leave the old and 
tried paths for these new cuts, which lead 
‘into fathomless bogs of unbelief. 


Wednesday, 27th. Psalm cxix. Aleph. 


The peculiar structure of this Psalm, as 
written in Hebrew, cannot be reproduced 
in its translation. It is divided into twenty- 
two sections, under the twenty-two letters 
of the Hebrew alphabet, and each of the 
eight verses of each section commences 
with the letter belonging to that section. 
That is, each of the first eight verses now 
made the lesson commences with the letter 
“Aleph.” The next eight commence with 
“Beth,” and so on. Every verse of the 
whole one hundred and seventy-six speaks 
of the word of God under the title of 
“statutes,’ “precepts,” “commandments,” 
“ways,” “judgments,” “word,” “law,” “testi- 
monies,” eight titles in all. Thus the pur- 
pose of the Psalm is to magnify God’s 


Word. 


Ver. t. See marginal reading for “un- 
defiled,” as meaning “sincere.” In Gen. 
xvii. 1 we read God’s word to Abraham, 
“walk before me and be thou sincere.” If 
we realize that we are walking “before 
God,” we shall be sincere and our walk 
will be in His law. Note that the first 
thing that is said of the “blessed” is that 
they are “in the way.” Jesus says (John 
xiv. 6), “I am the way.” So first be “in 
Christ.” Have life, then manifest it. 


Ver. 7. We learn this only at the cross. 
“The hill where Christ went up to die, we 
now go up to live.” 


From Dr. Andrew Bonar: 


The Israelite, defiled by the touch of 
death, represents a sinner’s state. His 
washing represents the sinner’s using the 
appointed cleansing given him in the Lord 
Jesus. His waiting, nevertheless, till even- 
ing, ere the effects of that connection with 
death and sin be annulled altogether, rep- 
resents the justified, fully sensible of his 
cleansed state, yet aware that his deliver- 
ance from all the consequences, the misery, 
the shame, and the debasing effects of the 
fall, will not be really seen or fully en- 
joyed by others till this present day is 
past, and the “Morning Star” of the day 
of God has risen. “Now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed,’—for not 
only is the day of our uncleanness gone, 
but “the night” that intervenes between us 
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‘ 


and the coming morn “is far spent, the day 
is at hand.” (Rom. xiii. 12.) 


Thursday, 28th. Psalm crix. Beth. 


Ver. 9. The way of a young man is beset 
with many temptations. Appetites and pas- 
sions clamor for gratification. Ambition 
for success in business overthrows principle 
and leads to lying and deceit; love of pleas- 
ure leads to self-indulgence and extrava- 
gance; love of approbation and desire to 


- stand well with good people leads to hypoc- 


risy. To cleanse the way from these things, 
they must all be judged by God’s Word, and 
that Word be inflexibly and determinedly 
adhered to. No excuse must ever be ac- 
cepted at the bar of a man’s conscience for 
ever violating the law of God. If a man 
justifies himself in lying under any cir- 
cumstances, he will soon cease to trust him- 
self, and others will cease to trust him as a 
truthful man. : 

Ver. ro. Here we have the results of 
“taking heed” to the word. See the prom- 
ise in Jer. xxix. 13. 


Ver. 11. “A good thing, in a good place, 
for a good purpose.” 
Ver. 12. “Blessed” in His person, as the 


living, loving God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
Blessed in His law, and the revelation of 
His will through His word. Blessed in the 
joy He imparts to those who trust in Him, 
and do His commandments. 


From Mr. Moody: 


A young man once left a praying home 
and went up to Edinburgh, and he had not 
been there but a few months before he got 
in with some fast young men, and one 
night, when they were on their way to a 
house of shame, walking up Princes Street, 
the great thoroughfare of Edinburgh, the 
9 o’clock bell struck, and the young man 
said: “This is the hour my father is taking 
down the Bible to have family worship; 
this will be the hour my father will be 
praying for me,” and he came to a halt and 
said, “Young men, I cannot go with you.” 
He turned around, went to his room and 
got his Bible down; he fell on his knees 
and cried to his mother’s God to have 
mercy upon him. 


Friday, 29th. Psalm cxix. Gimel. 


Ver. 17. The Spirit of God inspired this 
request because “he knoweth the mind of 
God.” The beauty of the prayers found in 
the Bible consists in their being the expres: 
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sion of God’s mind as to what He desires 
and purposes to do for us. See in 2 Cor. 
ix. 8 what it is to have God “deal bounti- 
fully with us.” The evidence that we are 
alive spiritually will be that we “keep God’s 
word.” 

Ver. 18. This is what our Lord Jesus 
did for the disciples in Luke xxiv., when, 
after His resurrection, “he opened their 


understanding that they might understand - 


the scriptures”; and what the Holy Spirit 
now does for us, as in 1 Cor. ii. 12 and 13, 
“that we may know the things that are 
freely given to us of God.” 


Ver. 1. It has ever been, and must 
ever be, until Christ reigns on the earth, 
that the man who walks with God, and 
keeps His word, will feel that he is a stran- 
ger here. 


Ver. 20. When God has “dealt bounti- 
fully” with us, and when our eyes have 
been opened to understand His word, we 
have this longing at all times to feed upon 
God’s truth. Nothing that the world can 
give can satisfy the hunger of the soul that 
has once tasted of Christ. 


From John Trapp: 


Ver. 17. “Deal bountifully with thy ser- 
vant.” Of thy free grace confer good upon 
me, and that not scantily or niggardly, but 
liberally and like thyself. 

Ver. 18. “Open thou mine eyes.” Give 
sight and light, irradiate both organ and 
cbject. In spirituals we are not only dim- 
pected but as blind as beetles. (1 Cor. ii. 
4.) 


Ver. t9. “Iam a stranger on the earth,” 
and therefore apt to lose my way without 


a guide. I shall surely else be bewildered 

and lost. 

Saturday, 30th. Psalm cxix. Daleth. 
Ver. 25. Remember Him “who was 


tempted in all points like as we are,’ Who 
said in the garden, the night of His agony, 
“My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death.” For us there is the confes- 
sion that our souls are forever sinking 
down under the power of the carnal nature. 
It is by the Word of God alone that we 
can be revived. 


Ver. 27. Don’t talk until you do under- 
stand. Study the Word of God and you 
can’t help speaking of the work of God. 


Ver. 28. The word that quickens us also 


¢ 
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strengthens us. Grace brings salvation, 


teaches saved ones how to live (Titus ii. — 


11 and 12), and strengthens them in weak- 
ness (2 Cor. xii. 9). Note that all of this 
is done through “the word.” If you don’t 
eat, how can you be strong? 

Ver. 29. As aman is taught of God and 
made to understand the way of truth, he 


discovers that, by nature, he is a liar, and - 


that the constant tendency of his natural 


heart is to go in the way of lying. He has | 
“an opinion of himself which is a lie. 


He 
is willing to be thought what he is not, and 
to possess that which he has not. He sees 


that there is a temptation present in every _ 
difficulty, to lie out of the trouble feared, 


and that, in seeking his own advantage there 
is the same temptation to lie, if necessary, 
to carry this point. 

Ver. 30 to 32. How the prayer is an- 
swered. 1. Choose the way of truth. 
2. Think of hell, the abode of liars (Rev. 
xxii. 15). 3. Stick to the truth. 4. Seek 
enlargement of heart for active and earnest 
Christian work. 


From C. H. Spurgeon: 


A minister once said to me: “It must be | 


very easy for you to preach.” I said: “Do 
you think so? I do not look at it as a 
light affair”’ “Yes,” he said “it 1s seasys 
because you hold a fixed and definite set 
of truths, upon which you dwell from year 
to year.” JI did not see how this made it 
easy to preach, but I did see how it made 
my heart easy, and I said, “Yes, that. is 
true. 
“That is. not my case,” said he; “I revise 
my creed from week to week. It is with 
me constant change and progress.” I did 
not say much, but I thought the more. If 
the foundation is constantly being altered, 
the building will be rather shaky. Surely, 


I keep to one fixed line of truth.” j 


if the basis be not settled, we shall, in our ~ 


work, show a good deal of fairy-building! 
It is a precious thing to my heart to feel sure 
about the verities of God—the surely re- 
vealed facts of Scripture. Having onfe 
made Christ my foundation, I shall be like 
the Puritans of Massachusetts. I have 
heard that in their early days their coun- 
selors agreed that “the state of Massa- 
chusetts should be governed by the laws 
of God, till they had time to make -better 
ones.” So will I rest on Christ alone till 
1 can find a better resting place. When we 
find that God has laid another foundation 
we will look at it. When we discover a 
foundation more suitable for sinners than 


the sinners’ Saviour, we will consider it, — 


but not till then. 


p 
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